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Harriet freed, 
with one bound 

It was billed by some as the first 
great rebellion of the Labour Gov- 
ernment, and a come-uppance for 
Harriet Harman. Secretary of State 
for Social Security. In the event, 
though, disgruntled Labour back- 
benchers stayed away in droves 
from the Commons when it came 
to debating the proposed cuts in 
single parents' benefit: oniy eager 
Blair loyalists turned up to applaud 
the Government’s firm line. Page 7 

s BSE inquiry 

Built* 

£ j A public inquiry into the BSE crisis 
• will be launched by ministers before 
: J , Christmas. Billions of pounds has 
. : been paid in compensation and 20 
« i , people have died from CJD - more 
t than enough, according to some 
r E! Cabinet ministers - to justify the 
: ’r « kind of inquiry that would normally 
jf Zto,bc held into a major scandal or dis- 
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v: master Page 12 
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£ tJ'E j-'ope couid split down the middle 
i». uJ it the core group of countries who 
•v» j*j are creating the single currency go 
aiisad with an "inner economic cabi- 
Chetw! net” that excludes nations like 
£? * Britain. Gordon Brown. Chancellor 

C A 

^ * of the Exchequer, warned in Brus- 
■£ l scls yesterday. Page 14 
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? Grappelli dead 

'& si 

Jn ‘ ; Stephano Grappelli, the worlds 
^ most renowned jazz violinist who 
“ ■ fatoously played alongside Django 
» ' Reinhardt, died yesterday aged 89 
• following a career spanning 70 years, 
w He continued to perform until only 
r . a few months age. Page 3 
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Your eye. The ultimate ID card 



Only you: The iris is as unique as a fingerprint and technology will soon allow eye patterns to be used as identification Photograph: Science Photo Library 


The PIN code of the 
future will be impossible 
to remember - yet you’ll 
carry it everywhere. New 
cash machines will be able 
to read the pattern of 
your iris, uniquely and 
unforgeably identifying 
you. Charles Arthur, Science 
Editor, describes how 
Swindon is hosting a 
futuristic technology. 


The bead office branch of Ihe Na- 
tionwide Building Society is to he 
the venue for a system which could 
eventually replace cash cards and 
the hassle of forgotten four-dig- 
it PINs _ personal identification 
numbers. An automated teller 
machine (ATM) will go into use 
next year which has an inbuilt 
video camera that can scan the 
user’s iris for 250 key character- 
istics in its radial pattern, and de- 
termine within two seconds if the 
person is who they claim to be. 

Like fingerprints, the iris of- 


fers a unique mark of identifi- 
cation. This could mark a break- 
through in the fight against fraud. 

The new system, built by Sen- 
stir of New Jersey, compares the 
picture of the iris taken at the 
ATM with a previously stored im- 
age. It claims accuracy of belter 
than 0.001 per cent and works 
even when the person is wearing 
contact lenses or glasses. It even 
works for blind people and those 
with cataracts. The only people 
for whom it does not appear to 
work arc those bom with a con- 


genital form of blindness which 
leaves them without an iris. 

Forgery is also impossible. 
Photographing the iris and slick- 
ing lhai on spectacles, or (grue- 
somely) taking out the eyeball 
would all fail, said Mike Magtn, 
technology vice-president of Sen- 
sor, because the system detects 
the three-dimensions of the eye. 

The system lights the iris, 
scans it with a video camera and 
then uses a computer to analyse 
the results. The extra cost is al- 
ready less than $25,000 (£15.250). 


If the system could be minia- 
turised and condensed onto a an- 
gle chip, it could be used to 
personalise many other con- 
sumer items, replacing house 
and car keys, and offering a 
guaranteed password for PCs- 
The Nationwide trial is ex- 
pected to last six months. Na- 
tionwide chief executive, Brian 
Davis, said: u it wall be fascinating 
to test our customers’ reaction to 
it.” Tbm Drudy, head of Sensar, 
said: “We think it will change the 
way people do banking.” 


Cook 
pledges 
fund for 
war Jews 


Britain is setting up a fund for survivors of 
the Holocaust, Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, win announce at the opening of 
the Nazi gold conference in London today. 

All 15 countries who stood to benefit 
from £40m of gold from the Second World 
Whr settlements have agreed in principle 
that it should be bequeathed to thefuud. 

Thousands of victims of the Nazis are 
to benefit from the sale of the remaining 
5 J tonnes of gold recaptured from the Nazis 
and the Axis powers at the end of the war. 

Instead of the gold being returned to na- 
tions whose reserves were looted by the Ger- 
mans, months of negotiations have secured 
agreement in principle that it should go to 
Holocaust survivors and their families. 

Mr Cook, who will launch the fund when 
he opens the international conference on 
Nazi gold at Lancaster House this morn- 
ing, wQI also appeal for other governments 
to make donations. He outlines the plans 
in an article in The Independent today. 

Legislation going through the US House 
of Representatives has proposed a US con- 
tribution to such a fund of up to $25m. The 
Foreign Office last night refused to say how- 
much Britain would contribute. 

The gold has been held for more than 
50yeai5 by the Tripartite Gold Commission 
(TGC), comprising Britain. America and 
Fiance. Legal wrangles held up the final 
payouts which gave Jewish organisations the 
opportunity to plead that people, not na- 
tions. should be the beneficiaries. 

Files found in the last year have shown 
that some of the TGC gold must have been 
stolen from Jews, including gold teeth fill- 
ings extracted in the concentration camps. 

A fiery press conference held by the 
World Jewish Congress and the Holocaust 
Educational Trust in London yesterday sug- 
gested that million-pound offerings will not 
be enough for Jewish organisations who see 
this week's 40-nation gathering as the last 
chance to help Holocaust survivors. 

Edgar Bronfman, president of the World 
Jewish Congress, said they were expecting 
“10-figure” compensation - several billion 
dollars - from Switzerland alone. “Holo- 
caust survivors are dying every day. I'm not 
waiting,” he said. 

— Louise Jury 

Robin Cook, page 21 


Suspended: the police guru 
of Blairite zero tolerance 


Much more 
mileage. 


The senior policeman who 
has pioneered zero tolerance 
policing was yesterday 
suspended on full pay. Michael 
Streeter, Legal Affairs 
Correspondent, looks at the 
future of a policing technique 
whose champions are led by 
Tony Blair 


Detective Superintendent Ray Mal- 
lon, whose tough policing policies in 
Middlesbrough attracted national 
and international interest, was sus- 
pended Irotn duty yesterday follow- 
ing allegations of misconduct. 

The controversial policy, which is 
said to have cut levels of crime in the 
area by 2h per cent, caused a flurry 
of i merest among politicians such as 
Tony Blair and Jack Straw, both of 
whom met Mr Mallun - dubbed 
“Rohoeop- - during the general elec- 
tion. 

The Prime Minister declared him- 
self “passionate” in his support fur the 
"new policing" which tackles minor 
crimes, such as dropping liner, to cre- 
ate >« climate in which more serious 
crime is nol allowed to flourish. 

Cleveland Assistant Chief Con- 
stable Robert Turnbull said Mr Mal- 
kin laced two separate allegations. 
One was passing on confidential in- 
formation about an inquiry - called 
Operation Lancet - into police cor- 
ruption in Ihe loree to a third partv. 
Tilts is ihouyhl to ruler to journalists. 
The second Wav of alleged activities 
which “could he construed us crimi- 
nal a induct - . 

Mr Mailt >n later said he had done 
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Ray MaJlon: Suspended 


nothing wrong, adding: "I have noth- 
ing to worry about.” 

Meanwhile. Assistant Chief Con- 
stable Andrew* Timpson of Northamp- 
tonshire Police has been appointed us 
an independent head of investigations 
into police corruption in Cleveland. He 
will oversee the existing internal inquiry. 
Set up under the auspices of the Police 
Complaints Authority last month after 
two CID officers were .suspended fol- 
lowing the collapse of a drugs case. It 
is understood that fresh allegations aris- 
ing since the original inquiry began in- 
clude claims of assault on members of 
the public by unnamed officers. 

The suspension of a senior figure 


such as Mr Mallon. one so closely 
identified with a policy criticised by 
some other police forces, will raise 
questions about the future of zero 
tolerance policing both in Gcvcland 
and elsewhere. 

However. Mr Turnbull said the 
policy would continue: “Positive 
policing as wc prefer to call it will 
continue to be operated by the 
force. Zero tolerance is bigger than 
one man." 

He said the allegations of police 
corruption which led to the sus- 
pension uf the two detectives last 
month related in incidents in 1993 
and 1994 - before the new policy - 
as well as the past year. The pair. 
Scan Allen and Brendan Whitehead, 
were suspended over allegations 
that they supplied heroin to a sus- 
pect in return for confessions. 
Thee re have been claims that up to 
500 cases would have to he re- 
opened by the force. 

Labour politicians such as Mr 
Straw sec zero tolerance dovetailing 
neatly with their “tough on crime, 
tough on the causes of crime” 
stnncu. However, some chief con- 
stables. notably Charles Pollard of 
Thames Valley Police, have warned 
that while having a short-term use, 
zero tolerance had its dangers- and 
lhai confrontational policing could 
lead to social disorder. 

Mr Mallon, 42, is a blunt-speak- 
ing policeman who has been feted 
by Tory as well as Labour politicians. 
A teetotal, non-smoking fitness fa- 
natic. and a former water polo 
international, when he look over as 
head of Middlesbrough CID at the 
start of this year he pledged that he 
would ask to be sacked if he did not 

V_y tSsiai* Cir‘ ^ 


reduce crime by 20 per cent in 18 
months. 

Officers have been told to stop peo- 
ple for spitting, swearing, dropping lit- 
ter and any other anti-social crime. Mr 
Mallon used to bold morning briefings 
similar to those on the fictional tele- 
vision police series Hill Street Blues , 
telling officers: “You are the law, 
make a difference." 

He reduced his zero tolerance phi- 
losophy to: “Strategy the whaL Tactics: 
the how. Motivation: workforce, man- 
agement. media, public” 

After bis arrival as head of CID, a 
third of (he department’s detectives 
left, amid suggestions that their faces 
did not fiL Cleveland Police have 
been using CS sprays more than any 
other force in Britain and a fourfold 
increase in the number of suspects be- 
ing stopped and searched has drawn 
criticisms from civil liberties groups. 

Tony Williams, of the Police Com- 
plaints Authority, said yesterday that 
in the wider inquiry they were investi- 
gating “serious criminal and discipli- 
nary” issues, “Both the force and the 
PCA will lake an extremely serious view 
of ami attempt to interfere with this in- 
quiry or obstruct it in arty way," he said. 

Last night Downing Street said the 
Government was determined to tack- 
le crime and that zero tolerance “had 
a part to play”. There was no comment 
on the suspension. 
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PEOPLE 


UPDATE 


Murder inquiry seeks to 
get inside killers’ minds 


The classic British murder, said George Orwell, was one that you could pore 
over in the Sunday newspaper after eating your roast beef and suet pud- 
ding. The murder, like the traditional Sunday lunch, would have a well-de- 
fined list Of ingredients. Typically, the killer was a professional married man 
who had an obsession with another woman. After much soul-searching he 
would decide that an elaborate plan to poison bis wife was the only way to 
resolve the dilemma with his social standing apparently intact. 

To Orwell (pictured), who wrote about the decline of such killings in a 
famous essay in Tribune in growing social instability meant that mur- 
der was increasingly likely lo he a more spontaneous affair. The “old poi- 
soning dramas", he lamented, did at least “have strong emotions behind them". 

Yet even today, amid the Glm imagery of drive-by slayings and terrorist 
massacres, it re mains a statistical fact that you are more likely to know your 

killer than the thief who takes 
your video recorder. 

Half of female murder vic- 
tims are killed by family mem- 
bers or partners. And 
two- thirds of male victims 
know their killers. And unlike 
car thieves, vandals and bur- 
glars. the killer is fairly easy to 
track down. Most are appre- 
hended or identified at the 
scene of the crime and 95 per 
cent of the bOft or so murders 
a year are cleared up. 

But despite public outrage 
over crime levels and what the 
police ofteo describe as “sense- 
less killings", no one has yet 
thought systematically to ask 
the killers themselves why they 
do it. 

Until now. The Independent 
has learned that the Prison Ser- 
vice and Scottish Office have agreed fora team of criminologists to visit jails 
and probation centres and speak face-to-face with 175 British killers. Pub- 
licly funded by the Economic and Social Research Council, this will be the 
biggest study of murder ever carried out in Britain. The results will be analysed 
at the universities of Manchester, Newcastle and Glasgow. 

The researchers will have access to the killers' prison and probation files, 
so that they can build up a life history of e3ch individual. They will speak 
to domestic murderers, serial killers, child killers and sex attackers who mur- 
der their victims. Their pmpose is to pinpoint the social, family and indi- 
vidual factors which drive men and women to kill. The researchers believe 
that if they can identify patterns of behaviour then potential killers can be 
slopped. 

“In this country you arc at very liulc risk ofheing killed by someone you 
don't know." said Russell Dobash, Professor of Criminology at Manches- 
tcr -University, who is leading the study. “We want to identify risk factors 
[andj the pathways to homicide. Hopefully, in future we can intervene more 
effectively to prevent this lethal violence." 

— fan Burrell 
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Rory and Wendy bring God up to date 


Thera Hird and Harry Securabe they're ooL Rory and 
Wendy Alec (above) are the shiny new faces of reli- 
gious broadeasting. She looks like Penclla Fielding 
in Carry on Screaming, while be looks like a blow-dried 
member of Bucks Fizz. And yesterday the Alecs, a 
pair of South African charismatic Christians, launched 
a highly expensive publicity and advertising campaign 
for their brainchild: God The Christian Channel. 

In the unlikely surroundings of Sir Terence Con- 
ran's swish Soho eatery Mezzo, the pair drew on a show- 
business past of singing in nightclubs to present a tape 
of Christian programmes for the MTV generation. Al- 
though reliant on United States televangelists, they are 
also trying to make Christian programmes hip by us- 
ing up-to-date presentation techniques and market- 
ing. They are even trying to trademark the word God. 

“We hope to give material that is going to attract 
a generation that is never going lo walk into a church." 
says Mrs Alec. “Most Christian television is extremely 
irrelevant and old-fashioned. It is aimed at the over 
55s." Instead of importing 70 per cent of their out- 
put from American evangelists as they do now, the 
Alecs hope lo start exporting programmes to the US. 

Wendy Alec became a charismatic Christian after 
seeing the face of Jesus in a mirror in the lavatoiy of 


a nightclub she was singing in. She joined up with Rory 
while touring South Africa in a Christian group and 
the two decided to set up a Christian channel in Eu- 
rope after a preacher prophesied that they would. 

Two years ago they had just £140,000 in start up 
funds, two hours in the middle of the night on As- 
tra and a pile of free tapes from American television 
evangelists. Now the channel costs almost £3m a year 
to run and they are producing seven hours of origi- 
nal programmes a week. God The Christian Chan- 
nel is currently beamed into 22 million satellite and 
cable homes across Europe from the Astra satellite 
for seven hours a day. Next April it will go to 24 hours 
a day and when digital television launches the Alecs 
have a licence for six channels of Christian output. 
Also included will be a Christian shopping channel 
- for tapes and books, but not holy water. 

Funding comes from the US television evangelists 
who pay lo get access to a European audience and 
from a charity that viewers can make donations to. 
British regulations mean that they are not allowed to 
appeal for funds on air in the way that has made Amer- 
ican evangelists rich. But they are benefiting from the 
growth in the charismatic movement in Britain. 

— Paul McCann, Media Correspondent 


Football coach wins her sex discrimination case 


A football coach who claims she 
was denied a top qualification be- 
cause she was a woman has won her 
sex-discrimination case against the 
Football Association. Vanessa 
Hardwick (pictured), 32. said yes- 
terday that she had been awarded 
£5,000 for injuiy to her feelings. 

“There could be more to follow 
because of things like potential loss 
of camings. which have yet to he 
assessed." she said. 

The FA said that ii was very dis- 
appointed with the outcome of the 
tribunal and would appeal. 

Ms Hardwick, a physical educa- 
tion teacher of Ickenham. north-west 
London, took action after failing to 
get her advanced coaching licence 



last year. She claimed at London 
North industrial tribunal that lead- 
ers of a course at lilleshalL Shrop- 
shire. made her feci out of place in 
“a world run by men for men". 

“The course was physically and 
emotionally demanding and not be- 


ing one of the boys - not being in 
with the innuendos - made it more 
intimidating and stressful," she 
said. “1 suffered because I was as- 
sessed on my ability to play men’s 
football in their style and not 
women’s, which is vastly different, 
and that put me at a disadvantage.” 
Yesterday she said the four-day 
hearing was “worth the hassle", 
adding that she was trying for the 
advanced coaching licence again. 
“My aim is to go to America and 
coach " she said. 

Ms Hardwick was backed in the 
case by the Equal Opportunities 
Commission and National Associ- 
ation of Schoolmasters/Union of 
Women Teachers. 


HEALT H 

A calm mind makes for a healthy heart 

Stress can damage the arteries as much as smoking or high levels of cho- 
lesterol according to a study. But it is not the stress itself but bow people 
cope with it that counts. United Stales researchers who studied 900 Finnish 
men found those who showed the most extreme response to mental stress 
tests had the thickest blockages in their carotid arteries - the vessels sup- 
plying blood to the brain. The researchers, from the University of Pitts- 
burgh. monitored the men performing a series of stressful tasks adjusting 
the difficulty level so that no one got more than 60 per cent right. The find- 
ings, published in the American Heart Association journal Cira datixjn , showc d 
thaL those with the highest blood pressure bad the thickest arteries. 

| ’ — Jeremy Laurence, Heafth Editor 


MOTORING 

Drivers misjudge drink-drive limit 

Three in four motorists would support a reduction in the legal drink-dri- 
ve limit, and 84 percent of motorists believe police should enforce the drink- 
drive laws more rigorously, a new survey says. The findings, from motor 
insurance company Eagle Star, came as the Government launched its £2m 
Christmas crackdown on drinking drivers. Last week, the Government an- 
nounced it was publicly consulting on lowering the drink-drive limit from 
80mg of alcohol per 100ml of blood to 50mg. However, (be survey said 44 
per cent of motorists did not know the existing legal limit and 32 percent 
who believed they knew the limits, dangerously underestimated them. 
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Edinburgh serves rhubarb and fog 

In the Plain Language Commission’s annual awards, the top award, the Gold- 
en Rhubarb Trophy, went to the City of Edinburgh Council. Their letter to 
a local resident was described hy Martin Curts, research director of the com- 
mission, as a “fog of puzzling and pompous English”. Runner-up was Scot- 
tish Amicable investment Managers Ltd. for a 164-word sentence, couched 
in incomprehensible legalistic language. Northern Electric pic of Newcastle 
upon Tyne was a poor third for the “incredibly small print” of its conditions 
of supply, which Mr Cutts remarked were illegible “without a magnifying glass". 

— Louise Hancock 
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Australia (dollars) 

239 

.<rr 

Italy (lira) 

2844 

Austria (schillings) 

20.34 

Japan (yen) 

21333 

Belgium (francs) 

59.73 

Malta (lira) 

0.63 

Canada ($) 

233 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.25 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.84 

Norway (kroner) 

11.88 

Denmark (kroner) 

11.08 

Portugal (escudos) 

293.70 

France (francs) 

9.68 

Spain (pesetas) 

244.40 

Germany (marks) 

290 

Sweden (kroner) 

1281 

Greece (drachmei) 

46234 

Switzerland (francs) 

234 

Hong Kong (J) 

12.6) 

Turkey (lira) 

316.969 

Ireland (punts) 

1.10 

USA ($) 

1.64 
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Global issue: (clockwise from top left) A 
trumpeter in Madrid paying tribute to 
Spanish Aids victims; prostitutes and health 
workers marching in New Delhi to call for 
better medical facilities for the 3 to 5 million 
Indians estimated to be HIV positive; an 
Aids activist in Jerusalem protesting against 
the Israeli government’s refusal to fund new 
research; the ‘Celebration of Life’ vigil in 
Green Park, central London; Kenyan orphans 
demonstrating in Nairobi; and free condoms 
being distributed in Bangkok 

Photographs: AP, Reuters, and Peter Macdiamnid 


One passenger, one bag: US airline 
risks all with in-flight restriction 


Board a domestic flight 
in America and you 
know you have certain 
rights: You are entitled 
to eat nothing but 
peanuts and suffer 
considerable physical 
discomfort. Best of all, 
say David Usbome in New 
York and Randeep Rames/i, 
you are entitled to 
bruise, batter and fight 
other passengers for 
space in the overhead 
lockers. 


It has been the problem no air- 
line has been willing to ac- 
knowledge. Passengers flying 
within ihe United States have 
long been allowed lo take two 
cany-on bags into the cabin. 
Now one carrier is saying 
enough enough. 

Starting last week, just in 
lime for the Thanksgiving trav- 
el rush. Northwest .Airlines took 
the startling and courageous 


step of limiting passengers to 
just one cany-on case, plus a 
hand-bag or a lap-top comput- 
er. Anything else, it has decreed, 
must be checked into the hold. 
This for travellers who have tra- 
ditionally been able to carry as 
much in the cabin as Europeans 
can take in an aircraft’s hold. 

The response from the US 
public has not been a happy one. 
The old two-bag rule was al- 
ready generous but it was also 
widely flouted. Nervous of sur- 
rendering cases to baggage sys- 
tems that either chewed them 
or lost them, passengers rou- 
tinely haul what looks like half 
their worldly goods straight lo 
their seats. 

Even if bags do survive the 
handlers, the simple matter of 
waiting 10 minutes at the bag- 
gage carousel at the end of a 
flight is anaibema to a society 
that likes its service - whether 
it he eating in restaurants or 
buying by mail order - to be as 
close to instant as possible. 

For British travellers, the ser- 
vice provided is determined by 
the price of your tickeL Fly on 


Concorde and lake 12 kg of 
hand luggage. Pay an economy 
class fare and you can end up 
with a size limit and be allowed 
only 5kg. 

The Association of Flight At- 
tendants. which has been push- 
ing for an end to the two-bag 
regime, recently reported that 
4,000 passengers suffered in- 
juries in North America last year 
because of items bursting forth 
from overstaffed overhead bins. 
Amongst the missiles were car 
batteries, birthday cakes, cases 
of wine and. on one occasion, 
a bloody yak leg, the attendants 
alleged. 

The risk is greatest in the 
event of an emergent or crash 
landing. In one Canadian crash, 
“overhead bins collapse on top 
of people, injuring and trapping 
many of them*". The debris 
blocked four of the aircraft’s 
seven exits. 

Airlines point out many of 
the passengers' requests border 
on the bizarre. One traveller on 
a recent British Airways flight 
tried to bring a Formula One 
wheel on board. Another in- 


stance in Lagos saw a man pass 
immigration and security coun- 
ters carrying a complete exhaust 
assembly for a Mercedes car. 

In Britain the problem is 
made worse by the huge shop- 
ping malls that tempt travellers 
at the airport. “What do you 
when a passenger has bought a 
14 inch television from Dixons 
in the duty free?" asked Tony 
Mahood, BAs manager for cus- 
tomer service standards. 

It may not be long before 
other US airlines follow the Eu- 
ropean model. Yesterday, Unit- 
ed Airlines began testing a 
one-hag only rule on its flights 
out of Des Moines, Iowa. 
American Airlines has also sig- 
nalled a desire to crack down on 
the cany-on crushes. 

The Federal Aviation Au- 
thority, which oversees the US 
air industry, has said it is re- 
luctant to issue regulations lo 
govern what it says is a matter 
of "passenger behaviour". It has 
promised, however, to issue 
guidelines on carry-on limits and 
they arc likely to be in North- 
west's favour. 


Curtain comes down on a jazz legend 


StepHane Grappelli, the 
great jazz violinist, once 
said that he would go on 
playing until the “final 
curtain”. Yesterday the 
performance ended. Paul 
McCann recalls a career 
that spanned Django 
Reinhardt and Nigel 
Kennedy. 


The world’s greatest living jazz 
violinM finally laid down his 
how yesterday alter a 70-year 
playing career, when he died in 
Paris at the as*-’ ‘f s0 - Grappelli 
died in a clinic where he had an 
operation for a hernia last 
week. The cause of death has 
run been disclosed. 

Friends reported yesterday 
that he had been ill and in the 


clinic for some weeks, but had 
been playing his brand of swing 
jazz to audiences in Australia as 
recently as last summer - de- 
spite needing a wheelchair for 
the performance and oxygen 
when he came off stage. In Sep- 
tember this year he accepted the 
Legion D’Honncur from Pres- 
ident Chirac. 

A slight stroke in 1993 
forced Grappelli to cancel a sc- 
ries of gigs. In 1994. he had 
surgery to replace an artery in 
his neck, and thaL kept him off 
the stage for two months. 

But his need to spread the 
music he loved was unstop- 
pable: “1 love to tour. 1 have to 
tour! I am like a shark; 1 won't 
stop." he once said. “ I will play 
until the final curtain.” 

Lord Menuhin, speaking 
from Germany yesterday said: 
“He was perhaps the most 


beloved violinist and brought 
more joy to people than any- 
body else that I can think of in 
the string world.’' 

Pete King, director of Ron- 
nie Scott's Jazz Club, said: “He 
has made a huge contribution 
to jazz. "He was an incredible 
player and a very melodic play- 
er whose music was so attrac- 
tive to his listeners.” 

Grappelli and his partner in 
the Hot Club Quintet, gypsy gui- 
tarist Django Reinhardt, broke 
the American dominance of 
jazz when they played lo audi- 
ences across Europe in the 
1930s, despite initial audience 
hostility. 

Bom in 1908, the son of a 
philosophy professor. Grap- 
pelli began his musical career at 
15 as a pianist for silent films. 
He won a scholarship to the 
Isadora Duncan school and the 
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Paris Conservatoire where he 
studied piano and violin. 

After stints playing sax. ac- 
cordion and drums he chose the 
violin, modestly saying later **I 
chose the violin hccausc there 
is not too much competition." 

After being 'spotted by mu- 
sic critics in an orchestra in a 
Paris Hotel he and Reinhardt 
formed the Hoi dub Quintet 
which went on to become the 
most influential and popular 
jazz band in Europe. They pop- 
ularised the “swing" sound that 
formed the soundtrack lo a 
million wartime romances. 

After the war. he did not re- 
turn to louring until the Sixties. 
Then he started his endless 
globetrotting, playing romantic 
tunes from the great writers of 
the jazz era: George Gershwin. 
Jerome Kcm and Cole Poncr. 

Obituary, page 22 
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‘put profits 
before safety' 
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Some private rail 
companies are (ailing to 
improve passenger safety 
because of the extra 
cost, according to a 
Health and Safety 
Executive report 
released yesterday. 
Randeep Ramesh, Transport 
Correspondent, reports 
on the potentially lethal 
practice of putting 
profits before safety. 
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Serious charges were levelled 
at the privatised rail network 
yesterday. Both Raiitrack and 
the private train operators 
came under Gre from safety 
inspectors. 

Stan Robertson, the Chief 
inspector of Railways, high- 
lighted a number of instances 
where the HSE had to step in. 

At a viaduct in Kent. Rail- 
track had refused to put up a 
fence to prevent people being 
showered by objects thrown 
from train windows. Raiitrack 
appealed against HSE's inter- 
vention but hud to back down. 

A private train company 
wanted to use old slam door 
trains - criticised by the HSE - 
on Intercity trains which did not 
have central locking. The com- 
pany said modifying the stock 
was not justified, now “fewer 
people were failing out of train 
doors’*. Unsurprisingly, the HSE 
did not accept this argument. 

Some rail employers were 
even “misusing" the “risk as- 
sessment system" as a justifi- 
cation for reducing safety levels, 
the report added. 

“The most common justifi- 
cation is that maintenance of the 
existing situation is too costly 


and thus is not reasonably prac- 
ticable," said Mr Robertson. “It 
is a fact that managers now do 
not want to spend money where 
they feel they do not need to. J 
expect operators to go that ex- 
tra step in the pursuit of safety 
rather than stop as soon as fig- 
ures indicate that they appear to 
be justified in doing so." 

The privatised railway net- 
work has seen an increasing 
number of managers who con- 
sidered the present safety re- 
quirements as, according to one 
manager, “overly-stringent". 

However, the HSE does not 
accept this. Mr Robertson said 
some railway managers thought 
they bad nothing more to do 
once their safety plan - known 
as a safety case - had been 
approved. 

In the foreword to the re- 
port, he went on: “Conse- 
quently. they take umbrage if a 
railway inspector asks for some- 
thing to be modified to make it 
less dangerous. The reality is ... 
there will always be room for 
improvement." 

Ministers responded to the 
report with harsh words. Gavin 
Strang, the transport minister, 
warned train operators not to 
put profits before safety. He 
said: “Profit must not be put be- 
fore the wellbeing of staff and 
passengers, and operators 
should not take these broadly 
encouraging statistics as an 
excuse for complacency." 

The statistics for the 12 
months ending March 1997 re- 
vealed that arson was the cause 
of 64 percent of passenger train 
fires: and there was a 53 per cent 
increase in trains running into 
obstructions deliberately placed 
on tracks. Fatalities, at 25, were 
the lowest ever, and only two 
people were killed after felling 
from carriages. 



After hours 
childcare solves 
missing link 


Seven eariy-year centres around the 
country yesterday became the first to 
join a flagship Government scheme to 
end the divide between nursery 
schooling and childcare. Lucy Ward, 
Education Correspondent, visited one 
of the pioneering “one-stop shops. 


For some of the three- and four-year-olds at Fbm- 
bury House Centre for Childhood, in Haringey, 
north London. 3.15pra means home time. For oth- 
ers. the end of the school day signals a switch to 
plav time, with songs, reading and rhymes and 
a snack in the hall until mum or dad arrives at 


Onwards and upwards: Playtime at Pembury House 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


a snack in the hall until 
5.45pm to collect ibem. 

Tbe mix of care and education. launched at 
the start of this term, has already been seized on 
bv parents in the deprived borough. The arrange- 
ment offers parents affordable and reliable 
childcare for an hour before school and two-and- 
a-half hours afterwards, allowing them time to 
work, study or search for a job. 

Pembury Houses efforts to bridge the gap be- 
tween the needs of parents and children have 
impressed the Government. Jointly with a neigb- 
bourine centre, also run by Haringey and offer- 
ing babycare. nursery and adult education. 
Pembury is one of seven centres named yester- 
day as “beacons of excellence" to spread primary 
ideas across early-years services. 

The common factor linking each pilot scheme 
is an emphasis on integrating early education, 
childcare and family services to meet the needs 
of both children and parents, including those who 
work or bring up a family single-handed. 

Pembury House, which also runs training for 
adults in childcare and playwork on site, has a 
history of adapting to parents' requirements. 

The original building, thrown up in the Sec- 
ond World War. with an air raid shelter in the 
garden, provided nursery care for children 
w hose mothers were busy with war wort 

The present centre, housed in a bright, pur- 
pose-designed building, opened last year, wall of- 
fer a holiday club for children, together with a 
parent and toddler club and talks for parents on 
child health and education. 

So far. eight families use the before-and-af- 
ter-school care, priced at £2.20 an hour, with con- 
cessions for those on benefits. Others say the 
option has freed them to look for work. 


Mix-up blamed for 
‘CJD transplants* 


. ■ 


An administrative mix-up w^yesterd^te- 
ing blamed for three peopk r^rmg - 
comeas from a woman who had Creuzt-. 
feldt-Jakob Disease. 

Two men and a woman, from WMvar- . 
hampton, Liverpool and Manche ster »ere 
told that they have received the corneas-- 
the surface of the eye -from awomaawho • 
had CJD. as it was confirmed that fae jfc . 
ease can be transmitted by that route, , 
The patients’ identities were not re- 
vealed, but Dr Andrew TuUo of the Man- 
Chester Royal Eye Hospital said the, 
operations had been earned out earlier this 
year. The donor, Marion Hamilton, died 
aged 53 in Stirlingshire from lung cancer, " 
and was then found to have CJD during a 
post-mortem. The UK Transplant Support 
Service Authority (UKTSSA), which tuns 
the eye bank at the hospital, was not told 
until last month. ' 

The Scottish Office was yesterday, 
preparing a report on the case; which was 
being blamed on a “breakdown in com-, 
muni cation" between the different organ- 
isations. A helpline for concerned patients 
has been set up on 0161 276 8500. 


Luxor body search 


The search for the missing body of a British 
tourist killed in the Luxor massacre was last 
night concentrating on Colombia. 

The assistant deputy West Yorkshire 
coroner James Turnbull said he bad been 
told that the body of Karina Turner, from 
West Yorkshire was not in Japan, Switzer- 
land, Bulgaria or Germany. The only oth- 
er country where bodies were sent after the 
massacre was Colombia. 

The body of Karina’s mother, Joan. 53. 
had wrongly been sent to Switzerland. 


Turner art protest 


The four finalists of the Turner Prize and 
other artists, including Damien Hirst and 
Bridget Riley, wall present a petition to the 
Government today protesting at the in- 
troduction of museum charges. 

Their protest comes on the day that the 
winner of the Turner Prize is to be an- 
nounced. The modern art prize has an all- 
female short-list for the first time. Angela 
Bulloch, Gillian Wearing, Cornelia Park- 
er and Christine Borland will hand in the 
petition to Chris Smith. Secretary of State 
for Culture. Media and Sport. 

— Kate Watson-Smyih 
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A watertight case for the Vectis 25. 
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CH Few cameras can stand up to a sudden 
downpour or take kindly to a poolside splashing. 

The Vectis 25 will, however. It resists water 
like a duck’s back, so you can take it with you to 
places few cameras have dared to go before. 

And you won’t feel weighed down carrying 
it chere either. 

Being little bigger than an audio cassette, it 
can easily be slipped straight into your pocket or 
your handbag. 

And when you’re ready to take a picture 
you will have all the advantages of the new 
Advanced Photo System to make life simple. 

Real mind blowing technology. 

Remember when it took an age just to load 




a film ? Well, with the Vectis 25, it 

takes just seconds. Uniji On 1ms daign. 

m You simply open the 0 1 — J \^/^J 


film chamber, drop in the film, and 
you’re all set to start shooting. You’re even given 
a choice of three photo formats, so you can pick 
the one that best suits the subject you see in 


4 group lens design, with 4 aspheric lens 
^r.'"V2i>surfaces, has been incorporated into the 
Vectis 25. Offering you 2.5x zoom ratio. Exactly 
what you need to get great results. 

In fact, with the Vectis 25 
you’ll never have to keep your 
fingers crossed, ever. 

This new technology 
virtually guarantees it. 

Getting in the right 
mode for the shot. 

No matter wbat you’re 
shooting you can set the 
camera so that you’re sure to 
get it right every time. 

In Auto Mode all the 
camera functions operate 
automatically. So whether 
you’re taking a landscape or a 
dose-up this will take total 
care of the technical side. 

You simply concentrate 
on the composition. 

But should you prefer to 
be more creative, with the 



From 30mm 



to 50mm 



Set it to ‘Close-Up’ and you can be in 
as close as 40cm to your subject. S9 Decide on 
Night Portrait Mode and you’re able to make the 
very most of bright background highlights. 

m And if you switch to 
Landscape Mode you’re able 
to take sharper landscape and 
night scene photographs. 

si Then there’s the built 
in auto-flash which also 
offers you a choice of modes: 
‘Fill-in Flash’, Flash Cancel 
and Red-Eye Reduction. 

Exactly the right specs 
for glasses. 

The Vectis 25 has a feature 
especially helpful for those 
who wear glasses. 

{EH Called the Long Eye 
Relief Viewfinder it makes 
viewing and framing more 
easy and comfortable. The 
entire sub jeer image can be 
seen in the viewfinder, even 
with the camera held up to 


When you get your pictures back you will 
receive an Index Print; a sheet containing 
positives of all the pictures on your roll. So you 
are able to see every picture you took 
clearly on one print. 

KH The Vectis 25 also offers a 
totally new dimension to your 
picture-taking. Called Select Title 
Backprinting, it enables you to 
record on the back of your picture 
any one of thirty pre-set messages, 
for example ‘Happy Birthday’. 

And what’s more, you can do it 
in any one of twelve languages. 

Sfi It will even record for you 
the exact time and date your pictures 
were taken. 

What more could one possibly 
ask of a camera, except possibly its price? And '.fe" 
that, amazingly, is just £199.99. 





your viewfinder. 

Nothing could be more straightforward, 
nor more rewarding. 

Especially as Minolta’s exclusive 4-element, 


to 75 mm Zoom 

Vectis 25 you can select precisely the right an inch away from your eye. 
programme to suit the subject. 

(9) In Portrait Mode the lens automatically 
zooms to give you “waist up’ framing. 


And, we should add, there are a couple 
of advantages you enjoy after you’ve taken 
your pictures. 


The Vectis 25 is one of a range of 12 Advanced Photo System cameras from £69.99 to £499.99. 

Minolta (UK) Limited, Precedent Drive, Rookslcy, Milton Keynes, MK13 8 HP. 




Only from the mind of Minolta. 
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How clinics rate 
in births league 



jean and Howard Garber, wieh their daughter, Julie, who died of cancer last year Photograph; AP 


Unease grows about baby from beyond the grave 


One test-tube baby clinic had a 
zero success rate last year. In 
another, almost 30 per cent of 
treatments resulted in a live birth. 
Jeremy Laurence, Health Editor, 
examines the reasons for the gulf 
between the best and the worst. 

Couples seeking in lino fertilisation can dra- 
matically increase their chances of having 
a baby by choosing the right clinic in which 
to have treatment. 

Official figures published yesterday 
show that the best clinics are continuing to 
improve their success rates while the poor- 
est are gening worse. They provide the 
clearest evidence of the enormous varia- 
tion in the quality of treatment that applies 
across the medical spectrum. 

Last year, only one clinic had a live birth 
rate below 5 per cent and none scored more 
than 25 per cent. This year three scored 
more than 25 per cent, better than the 
monthly success rate tor couples conceiv- 
ing naturally, and three dropped below 
5 per cent. The average live birth rate for 
;dl climes was 15.1 per cent. 

The figures, published today by the Hu- 
man Fertilisation and Embryology Au- 
thority in its Patients' Guide, show a zero 
live birth rale for the first lime - at the Re- 
productive Medicine Unit in Withington 
Hospital, part of South Manchester NHS 
Thist. 

The clinic, which also came bottom of 
last year’s table, treated 54 patients and had 
only one live birth. This was not counted 
because it was from a frozen embryo 
which is excluded under the system for com- 


piling the figures in order to ensure the re- 
sults for all clinics are comparable. 

The top performing clinics are achiev- 
ing their success at a price. The Guide, which 
covets the period April 1 995 to March 1996. 
shows that many clinics are now routinely 
using three embryos in each treatment, the 
maximum permitted under the regula- 
tions. increasing the risk of a multiple birth. 
The proportion of twin and triplet births 
is about twice as high in the best performers 
compared with the rest. 

One exception to this rule is the Assisted 
Conception Clinic at the Royal United Hos- 
pital, Bath, described as “seriously good” 
by one insider, where more than half the 
treatments involved the transfer of only two 
embryos. The remaining four clinics among 
the lop five used only two embryos in less 
than 20 per cent of treatments. 

Nationally almost a third of births by 
in vitro fertilisation arc of twins, triplets or 
quadruplets which carry an increased risk 
of complications and can impose emotional 
and financial pressure on parents. Ruth 
Deech. chairwoman of the authority, said 
last month that the multiple birth rate would 
be kept under “active consideration." 

Yesterday. Mrs Deech said: "The main 
factors that determine the chances of a suc- 
cessful outcome are the age of the woman, 
the length of time the couple has been try- 
ing 10 have a family, previous ability to con- 
ceive. and the quality of the sperm. If 
couples are in a position to choose, they 
should obtain information from a number 
of clinics and then decide which one best 
meets their needs." 

• The Patients ' Guide is available free from 
the HFEA, Paxton House. 30 Artillery Lane. 
London El 715. 


Thanksgiving gave one California 
couple especially happy news: a 
new grandchild may be on the 
way. But, as David Usbome 
explains, this baby is already 
generating controversy because 
its mother is no longer alive. 

For Howard and Jean Garber, it is more 
than just the happy news that prospective 
grandparents have enjoyed the world over. 
It is also consolation for the loss they suf- 
fered twelve months ago: the death ot their 
daughter, Julie. 

Their happiness is being marred, how- 
ever. by the public storm that is sudden- 
ly enveloping them. The grandchild they 
are expecting will he Julie’s, carried by a 
surrogate mother who agreed !• • be host 
to eggs that were taken from Julie while 


she was still living, fertilised and then 
frozen. 

The Garbers, who live in Anaheim, 
confirmed yesterday that the surrogate 
mother, named only as Tracy, tested pos- 
itive at (be weekend after being im- 
planted with the final batch of the eggs 
last Thursday. "The doctors have told us 
to be cautious, but the results were 
good,” Mr Garber said yesterday. 

As they celebrate, the Garbers are fac- 
ing allegations that the unusual procedure 
is distasteful at hcsL if not unethical. Crit- 
ics are accusing them of arranging for Julie 
to give birth from beyond the grave in a 
selfish effort to duplicate the daughter they 
lost to illness. 

The extraordinary story began in 1992, 
when Julie Garber was diagnosed with a 
tumour on her brain stem. She survived 
risk)- brain surgery. Later, however, she 
was diagnosed with leukaemia and once 


again hospitalised. It was during a course 
of chemotherapy that Julie apparently re- 
alised that she may die without having had 
the chance to bear a child. Before dying, 
she arranged to have eggs harvested 
from her. fertilised and put in cold 
storage. 

After Julie's death, it was up to 
Howard and Jean to seek out a surrogate 
as well as a specialist who would be will- 
ing to oversee the unorthodox procedure. 
They at first met a brick wall, as special- 
ist after specialist refused, saying the Gar- 
bers were attempt to recreate their 
daughter. 

They found Tracy through a newspa- 
per advertisement and agreed to pay her 
£10.000 to bear their grandchild. Eariy at- 
tempts to plant the eggs failed. This week- 
end. however, brought news that a child 
may be on the way. 

An unrepentant Howard Garber yes- 


terday hit back at the critics. “Those who 
oppose this ought to concentrate on the 
milli ons of babies that arc coming into this 
world through careless means, who are 
unloved, uncared for and essentially 
thrown in the trash bin," he said. 

Mr Garber, who anchors a cable tele- 
vision show on ethics and morals, added 
indignantly: "Our grandchild will be 
wanted, loved and looked after in an ap- 
propriate environment. This baby in 
every way will be our grandchild." 

If the pregnancy proceeds normally and 
the baby is indeed bom. it will be raised 
by a son of the Garbers. Ron. and his 
wife. 

Mrs Garber says that she is only fol- 
lowing the instructions that Julie left her 
before dying. “Mum. I want you to have 
a direct role in raising my child I promised 
her and 1 did not make that promise 
lightly," she said. 


FIVE BEST TERFORMERS 


Live birth rate 

Treatment 


per egg collection 

cycles 


(per cent) 

(number) 

Welbeck Clinic, London Wl 

29.7 

74 

Lister Hospital, London SWI 

25.8 

981 

Royal United Hospital, Bath 

25.7 

M3 

Nurture, Queens Medical Centre. Nottingham 24.3 

853 

Holly House Hospital. Essex 

23.7 

278 

FIVE WORST PERFORMERS 

South Manchester NHS Trust 

0 

54 

Newham General Hospital. London 

1.8 

51 

Hope Hospital. Salford 

2.6 

99 

Cromwell Hospital, London SWS 

7.5 

388 

Singleton Hospital, Swansea 

83 

68 
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Beginning of the end 
for first past the post 

The first step was taken Jack Straw, the Home Sec- nance of a link between MPs and 




M'Mr • i ' 


The first step was taken 
last night towards ending 
the current first-past- 
the-post system of 
electing MPs to the 
Commons. Anthony Bevins, 
Political Editor, examines 
the potential for a quiet 
revolution. 


Paddy Ashdown last night wel- 
comed the establishment of a 
high-powered, independent 
commission to And a different, 
broadly proportional, voting 
system. 

“This announcement marks 
a truly historic moment in 
British democratic history," the 
Liberal Democrat leader said in 
a statement issued after a meet- 
ing of the joint Lab-Lib 
Cabinet Committee. 

The Prime Minister’s 
spokesman said that Tony Blair 
had not changed his mind on the 
issue: he remained “unper- 
suaded”, but felt that it was right 
in line with Labour's manifesto 
commitment to giving the vot- 
ers a choice as to whether they 
wanted a change. 

That choice would be of- 
fered through a referendum, ex- 
pected to take place before the 
next election, on the proposals 
that come from the commission. 


Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, said in a Commons writ- 
ten reply that the commission, 
which is expected to report 
back by the end of next year, 
would be chaired, as expected, 
by Lord Jenkins of Billhead, the 
former Labour Cabinet minis- 
ter and leader of the old Social 
Democratic Parly. 

He will have four -eminent 
colleagues: Lord Alexander of 
Weedon, a Tory peer who is also 
chairman of the National West- 
minster Bank: Sir John Chilcot, 
the outgoing permanent secre- 
tary at the Northern Ireland Of- 
fice; Lady Gould, Labour's 
former director of organisa- 
tion: and David Lipsey. an 
Economist journalist, who was 
a member of James Callaghan's 
staff in 1977-79. 

Outlining the terms of ref- 
erence for the commission, 
agreed to the complete satis- 
faction of the Liberal Democ- 
rats, Mr Straw said it would be 
free to produce “any appropri- 
ate system or combination of 
systems in recommending an al- 
ternative to the present system 
for pariiamenlaiy elections to be 
put before the people in the 
Government’s referendum. 

“The commission shall ob- 
serve the requirement for broad 
proportionality, the need for sta- 
ble government, an extension of 
voter choice and the mainte- 


nance of a link between MPs and 
geographical constituencies.” 

Bob Madennan, the Liberal 
Democrat's constitutional 
spokesman, said his parly's 
favoured system, the single 
transferable vote, would fulfil all 
those tests, but it is just as like- 
ly that the commission wOl pro- 
duce a raix-and-raatch of the 
alternative vote and the addi- 
tional member system that could 
attract a greater consensus of 
supporL across Labour and the 
Liberal Democrat parties. 

Under the alternative vote 
system, constituencies remain as 
they are, but electors cast their 
votes by putting first, second, 
third and other preferences for 
candidates, and the candidate 
who eventually gets more than 
half of voles casL or redistrib- 
uted, is elected. 

The alternative vote is not a 
proportional system, but it could 
be made “broadly'' proportion- 
al with an injection of the addi- 
tional member system, under 
which electors have two votes, 
one for a constituency member, 
and another for a “top-up" can- 
didate from a party list. 

Linder the single transferable 
vote, constituencies are en- 
larged to return up to five MPs. 
and voters arc able to mark 
preferences for all candidates; 
the system used in the 
Republic of Ireland. 
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Mo Mowlam at a press conference yesterday when she outlined the limits of the proposed new north-south bodies' powers Photograph: Rul Xswto; 


Irish Foreign Minister forced to eat his words 


The Irish Foreign Minister. 
David Andrews, yesterday 
withdrew comments on North- 
ern Ireland's future which had 
upset l : nii >nislS. and pn imised 
not to repeal them. 

It was a rare act of politi- 
cal contrition which Mll««ucJ 
Ulster Unionist leader David 
Trimble's cull for Mr Andrews' 
resignation a her he spoke ol 


proposed new north-south in- 
stitutions hating powers “not 
unlike a govemmem". A meet- 
in*: between the minister and 
Unionists yesterday was vari- 
ously described as brutal, 
bruising and nasty. The min- 
ister's words had touched on 
one of the most sensitive issues 
in the peace process. 

It is widely expected that 
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north-south structures will 
form part of any new Anglo- 
Irish arrangements, but the 
question of their exact role and 
powers is being hotly contest- 
ed. The Secretary of Slate 
for Northern Ireland, Mo 
Mowlam, said yesterday: 
“There arc likely to be oorth- 
south structures with real re- 
sponsibility but which are 


accountable to government 
institutions in Northern Ireland 
and the Republic.” 

The terms used by Mr An- 
drews clearly went far beyond 
arrangements laid out in this 
carefully-worded description, 
and as such they sparked 
Unionist concern. Unionist 
sensitivities had already been 
touched by the announcement 


that Geny Adams is to meet 
Tony Blair in Downing Street . 
before Christmas. 

While yesterday’s turbu- 
lence does not appear to 
threaten the future of the 
fa 11 k, it was seen as a setback 
for the new relationship which 
is tentatively being bu3t be- 
tween Mr Trimble and the 
Taoiseach, Bertie Ahem. 


Councils warned of cash 
threat to services 


Council tax increases 
and service cuts are 
threatened by a £!.6bn 
hole in next year’s local 
authority accounts, the 
Liberal Democrats 
warned yesterday. Anthony 
Bevins, Political Editor, 
tracks a town hail crisis. 


Today's Commons statement 
[ on local government spending 
| for 1 9QS-99 could leave schools 
with a £200m shortfall on basic 
educational provision. Paul 
Burs tow. the Liberal Democrat 
spokesman on local govern- 
ment. warned yesterday. 

The Government has made 
additional provision of £S35m 
for schools and the education 
budget, but Mr Burstow said 
that no allowance had been 
made for inflation - estimated 
at 2.75 percenL 

The Liberal Democrats cal- 


culate that about £3 .5m cuts will 
have lo be found in Oxfordshire, 
for example - which could 
mean the loss of nearly 300 
teaching posts, or the closure of 
the Banbury Teachers’ Centre, 
or closure of the music service, 
with 116 redundancies. 

Mr Burstow warned that lo- 
cal authorities would only be 
able to provide extra money for 
schools if they were willing to 
make more drastic savings else- 
where - such as, the police, fire, 
social services and roads bud- 
gets. But his analysis showed 
that police and fire budgets were 
already heading for a £250m 
shortfall: environment and pro- 
tective services, for a shortfall 
of £545m; and social services, a 
shortfall of £644 m. 

Those estimates, provided by 
the Labour-led Local Govern- 
ment Association, could mean 
severe service cuts for the el- 
derly and disabled, people in 
need of community care, child 
protection and those covered by 


asylum and immigration laws. 

According to a Liberal De- 
mocrat briefing paper, “Seven 
out of ten authorities wifi have 
to tighten eligibility criteria for 
service provirion six put of ten 
will have to increase charges for 
such services above the rale of 
inflation, while four out often 
will have to charge for services 
previously provided free”. . < . 

Mr Burstow said: “Tomgfr 
row, the Labour Government 
has its first chance tosKowrKf 
they are no longer .willing JO 
moke council taxpayers pay 
more for less. However, all the 
signs are that Labour will not 
provide the cash needed to 
cover for their tnefeasedinfla- 
tion forecasts, and wifi expect 
councils to slash police, fire and 
care services in order to'fund 
even stand-still budgets for 
schools . . . Any cuts on Tbesday 
wfl] be Labour cuts - they will 
not be able to pin new cuts on 
the Conservatives." 
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Shy benefits rebels make way for ‘Tone’s clones* 


Photograph- Ru. ki. i. 
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A predicted Commons 
rebellion ov er cuts in 
tone parents’ benefits 
failed to materialise last 
night as unhappy 
backbenchers stayed 
away. Fran Abrams, Political 
Correspondent, watched 
as loyal Labour MPs 
queued up to support the 
Government line. 


Labour rebels stayed away in 
droves from yesterday's debate 
on benefits and welfare reform. 
Instead, the benches were 
packed with eager, newly-elected 
MPs anxious to win Brownie 
points from party whips. 

Earlier in the day. Downing 
Street had ruled out suggestions 
that it might delay the imple- 
mentation of the cuts, clearly 
relishing the opportunity to 
display strength in the face of 
left-wing protests. 

There could still be a rebel- 
lion when the Government’s 
measures are put to the voLe 
next Wednesday. But last night's 
1 Conservative motion attacking 
ministers for implementing the 
previous government's cuts won 
no support from Labour. 

At times, the lack of oppo- 
sition on the Labour side was 
almost comical. ‘Tone’s clones" 
rose one after another to sup- 
port the Government until the 
shadow social security 
spokesman. Iain Duncan Smith, 
accused the whips of having or- 
chestrated their efforts. 


There were even claims that 
Ken Livingstone, a vocal op- 
ponent of the changes, had 
phoned 10 say he would have 
been present but had twisted his 
ankle on the Tube, though these 
could not be confirmed. Others 
simply went missing without 
explanation. 

Among the new Labour re- 
cruits who packed the chamber 
to back the beleaguered Secre- 
tary of State for Social Securi- 
ty. Harriet Harman, was 

Caroline Flint. MP for Don 
VSdley. 

“I am very proud that new 
Labour is beginning to priori- 
tise work over welfare, oppor- 
tunity- over waste. This 
government will face up to the 
growing numbers of women 
who need and want to work." 
she said. 

A stream of others were 
anxious 10 intervene during Mr 
Duncan Smith's speech, each 
apparently armed by the whips 
with a piece of information on 
his earlier pronouncements on 
welfare or on the Conservative 
government's record. 

Mr Duncan Smith accused 
Helen Brinlon, the ultra-loyal 
MP for Peterborough, of hav- 
ing been given an “intervention 
list" by the whips. 

When in opposition. Labour 
from benchers had gone around 
the country making wild 
promises, including pledges to 
reverse lone parent benefit 
cuts, and they should now be 
held to account, he argued. 

“It wasn't so much a case of 
a wet Wednesday in Dudley as 



Driving force: Harriet Harman arriving at the House of Commons for yesterday's debate on welfare reform 


a UK-wide programme of emp- 
ty promises seven days :i week. 
No wonder the backbenchers 
have smelt a rat." he said. 

The only dissent on the gov- 
ernment side came from the 
left-winger. Dennis Skinner. 


"Some lone parents don’t 
want to work. They want to look 
utter their children and there- 
fore should not he penalised be- 
cause they take that honourable 
stance." he said. 

Ms Harman announced a 


conference to be held next 
month on a national childcare 
strategy - a measure which ap- 
peared to haw been hastily 
arranged, us no date or venue 
had been lived for the event. 

"Tbu manv lone mothers 


have been written off to a life 
of dependency on income sup- 
port. Lone mothers want to 
work for the same reason as 
married women work - for a 
better standard of living for then- 
children." she said. 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


The only opposition came 
from the Liberal Democrats. 
Their spokesman. David Ren- 
del, said the Government could 
afford to reverse the cuts. 

The Government won the 
vote by 336 to 131. 
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Jowell gears up for round three in Formula One tobacco advertising battle 


Tessa Jowell, public 
health minister, will 
today face her third 
grilling by MPs over 
Formula One’s exclusion 
from an EU ban on 
tobacco advertising. Colin 
Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent, reports 
she has new figures to 
support her case. 


Tessa Jowell will be on the de- 
fensive today when she is chal- 
lenged by MPs over Britain's 
demand that Formula One 
should be given permanent 
exclusion from the EU ban. 

The public health minister 
will be going to the European 
Council on Thursday faring 
criticism that she risks wreck- 
ing a European-wide deal by 
holding out for the exclusion of 
FI. Last week Labour MPs 


joined in attacking the policy, 
and have summoned her to 
face fresh questioning today. 
Two committees said claims 
that 50.0IK * jobs would be lost 
were exaggerated. 

Ms Jowell is expected on 
Thursday to offer a compro- 
mise to accept a ban on lobacct ■ 
sponsorship of motor racing 
but delay it for ten years. 

The select committees for 
health and European legisla- 


tion both said it should he treat- 
ed like other spurts, which are 
faced with a ban in four t« » live 
years. She is unlikely to set out 
Britain’s negotiating position 
before the EU meeting. 

Some Tory MPs were 
preparing to accuse her of 
breaking Commons rales h »day 
b> tailing to deliver a memo- 
randum on the cost of imple- 
menting a ban. But Whitehall 
sources said she would be go- 


ing to the commiuce armed 
with a new paper, setting out 
the costs to different sections 
of industry, including the bill- 
board hoarding trade, of com- 
plying with an EU ban. 

Ms Jowell vehemently de- 
nied allegations last week that 
Tuny Blair bowed to the pres- 
sure from the motor racing lob- 
by after the party received a 
donation of Elm from Bemie 
Ecclestone, the head of FJ. But 


the Government was forced to 
announce that the party was re- 
turning the donation 10 avoid 
further embarrassment. 

She has been called back by' 
the European legislation com- 
mittee to face further cross-ex- 
amination because MPs were 
dissatisfied with her replies. 

Some of the questioning by 
Labour MPs was the most hos- 
tile faced by a minister from her 
own side since the election. At 


the hearing of the health com- 
mittee. Ms Jowell was told she 
was “defending the indefensi- 
ble". Audrey Wise, the Labour 
MP. said the motor racing in- 
dustry was getting its way be- 
cause of its influence. 

The health commiltee in its 
report also reminded Ms Jow- 
ell that as one of its members 
she had signed up to 3 report 
criticising the Tory Government 
over tobacco advertising. 


PCC can 
be sued 
over 
privacy 


The Press Complaints Com- 
mission is to lobby the Gov- 
ernment to exclude newspapers 
from provisions of the Bill to in- 
corporate the European Con- 
vention on Human Rights into 
British law. 

It follows confirmation yes- 
terday from Lord Irvine, the 
Lord Chancellor, that the Bill, 
as drafted, will allow individu- 
als to lake the PCC tu court to 
protect their privacy. 

Lord Irvine said new legal 
opinion had changed his previ- 
ous assumption that the or- 
ganisation would not be 
covered by the Bill as a public 
authority. 

“It is possible that the PCC 
will be held to be a 'public au- 
thority’ under the Human 
Rights Bill when it becomes 
law." he said in a statement. 

“I had earlier thought that 
it probably would not, but an 
opinion given to the PCC by 
David Pannick QC persuaded 
me that it probably will be." 

This means that claimants 
who believe that their right to 
privacy has been breached by 
the press will be able to take the 
PCC to court for failin g to pro- 
tect them. 

Lord Irvine said that it 
should be welcomed by Lhe 
press - although he warned that 
the PCC would have to devel- 
op tougher powers to curb 
newspapers that infringed the 
Convention. 

In particular, he suggested 
that could include the power to 
order payment of compensation 
to claimants whose privacy was 
breached. “This is good news for 
the press, because the courts will 
regard the PCC as the primary 
body to provide effective pro- 
tection to people who suffer 
from press abuses," he said. 

“Provided, therefore, that 
self regulation is strong and ef- 
fective the courts will not in- 
tervene with injunctions.” 

— /Michael Streeter 

Legal Affairs Correspondent 
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1997 ‘Top Direct Lender Over Two Years’ - What Mortgage Magazine. 



arrangement fees, 
valuation fees, 
mortgage indemnity fees, 
early redemption penalties 

wonder other mortgage 
lenders are worried. 


* Mortgage example of £80,000 repayable over 25years(300 monthly payments). 


Lender . 

APR 

(Variable) 

Monthly Repayments 
(after tax relief) • 

"M onthtj'V^r tog- 
"/with Direct Line' 

Total Payafele V 

WOOLWICH- 

-9.0% 

£617.80 


£195,286 

HALIFAX - 

9.0% 

£6I7.W 


' £19^,521 . < 


£617.01 :.f 


£195,372 .' 

HEE W 

imi-LiBiuj 

£568.47 : T- 


' v £178^8^: ^ 


APR& based on Standard Variable Rate Repayment mortgages, correct at 17* Npv«mber t997^oarce:Moneytects. . 
MIRAS has been calculated under current tax legislation which may-after. "**? . 
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You must be aged »8 to 62. Subject ep status. Security required. Written quotations on. request. Standart valuation fea mil 
be refunded when the mortgage is set up. f Legal fees paid if mortgage -on existing home is cramferred -using Direct L*» 
solicitors package. If own solicitor used and the fees amount . to more than £30tkObieetlJne wilt pay the excess up to a maximum of 
£200. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. Some mortgages may require payment of a fee. cd tfc existing -tender when : 

being transferred. 11 The guaranteed insurance taring only applies if your current insurance.® ^rrang^I with your tedder 
and is subject to our normal underwriting criteria and corresponding levels of cover. Cal^ recordcd. and raiMtofnJy mcmitaa^^; 
Direct Line and the red phone on wheels are the trademarks ,ot Direct Una Insurance pte^ used wfeh to perTttkaian. • 
YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE- OR OTHER LOA# SECURED OM IT, 
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Law reform leads to 
rough justice fears 


An obscure clause 
tacked onto the Criminal 
procedure Act last year 
will have the effect of 
stopping investigations 
into miscarriages of 
justice. Paul McCann, 

Media Correspondent, 
asks if a measure aimed 
at paedophiles will end 
up keeping the innocent 
behind bars. 


Sell, sell: Staff at Selfridges in London 


yesterday arranging Tdetigjbies dogs for sale before an expected rush of shopper, Photognph: Ptter Macdfcneid 


Lawyers, journalists and pro- 
■zrammes like Trial and Error 
which investigate miscarriages 
of justice are threatened by a 
new law w hich makes disclosing 
the evidence from a court case 
a contempt of court. 

The Criminal Procedure and 
Investigations Act. which be- 
came law last year, was creat- 


every USED. L £ X U S x s. p s G 0 0 Q. fi.s n e.w 

AFTER ALL, WE DO TURN THE CLOCK BACK 
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ed to c harg e the rules covering 
the disclosure of police evidence 
to defence counsel in criminal 
trials. Clause 17 of the Act 
now makes all the material giv- 
en to the defence confidential 
to the case. To disclose it to out- 
side parties is now a contempt 
of court. 

“I am very, very concerned 

that this will dose us down, says 
David JesseL the broadcaster 
and veteran investigator of mis- 
carriages of justice. “When we 
do investigations it is through 
a thorough reading of the dis- 
closed material that we can 
build our case. Now we are not 
eoing to be able to do that. 

Jim Nichol, the solicitor who 
foueht to get the Bridgewater 
Three released, is seeking a bar- 
risters’ opinion on the new law 
and plans to ask for a meeting 
with the Home Secretary. 

“This could be the end of in- 
vestigative journalism into con- 
victions,” said Mr NichoL “And 
it slipped through without any- 
one fighting iL” 

The Act lifts confidentiality 
on material used in open court, 
but Mr Nichol believes this is in- 
adequate for reopening an in- 
vestigation. “You very seldom 
see any material in open courts, 
you hear evidence, you don’t see 
full statements, you don’t see 
fingerprints or all the other 
material we get in evidence. 



•This law now mates it ahofr 
fence for a prisoner io send me 
his case files, so that 1 can look 

into his case. Ifl read those Ses 

Tm committing an offence." ' : 

The dause was included in ihe 
Act at a late stage in its pffifflge I 

through Parliament because, of 
concerns about pa edophDes us- 
ing sexually explicit evidence 
from their cases as pombgrapby. 
Stories in the press m dfcat e d that 
some of the material was being 
exchanged with other convicted 
paedophiles. 

It was afco intended to pre- 
vent prisoners using the mate- 
rial to blackmail witnesses and 
other defendants. 

The Act aHowsftsra prisoner 
to apply to a court to be able to 
release his evidence, but Mr 
Nichol believes this just adds an- 
other barrier to overturning 
miscarriages of justice: "Tbesi 
cases only getrrctipened because 
prisoners circulate their evi- 
dence to whoever will look, to 
see if someone will take it up. 
It is impossible to take up a pris- 
oner’s case and go through the 
process If you haven't seen all 
the evidence.” 

Without access to court doc- 
uments, programmes like 
Rough Justice , World in Action 
and Trial and Error would nev- 
er have overturned the cases 
against the Guildford Four and 
the Bridgewater Three. 


Diabetes drug 
withdrawn 


A drug for diabetes taken by 
5.000 people in the UK was 
withdrawn yesterday after being 
linked with the deaths of six 
people in the United States and 
Japan. 

The drug, troglitazone 
(brand name Romozin), was 
launched two months ago as a 
new treatment for lype-2 dia- 
betes. which accounts for more 
than one million of the L4 mfl- 
lion cases of diabetes in Britain. 

Glaxo Wellcome, which 
markets the drug in the UK, 
said there had been 130 cases 
of liver damage reported world- 
wide among the 370,000 pa- 
tients who had been taking the 
drug for more than three 
months. All had occurred, along 
with the six deaths from liver 
failure, in the US and Japan. 
The company said it was volun- 
tarily withdrawing the drug 


while it examined die data. 

The problem emerged a 
month ago. when Glaxo Well- 
come wrote to all doctors ad- 
vising a liver function test for all 
new patients being prescribed 
the drug. Simon O'Neil, of the 
British Diabetic Association, 
said (here had to be a balance 
between risks and benefits, and 
file company had acted prompt- 
ly on the Tcportsofacfceffects. 
“Their decision io withdraw it 
now is probably wise;*’ be said. 

The association said patients 
should continue to take their 
medication to contra! their di- 
abetes, but should see their 
own doctorsas soon as possible 
to arrange alternative treat- 
ment Worried patients can ob- 
tain information from the BDA 
Care fine on 0171 636 6112. 

— Jeremy baurance 
Health Editor 


AI Fayed to challenge plans 
for phone mast near estate 


Mohamed AI Fayed, owner of 
Harrods, has won permission to 
challenge plans to erect a 22m- 
higb mast for mobile phones 
near his estate at Oxted, Surrey. 

A High Couit judge yester- 
day gave him leave to seek ju- 
dicial review on the grounds that 
the go-ahead for the tower, 
which will have six antennae and 
four dishes, was “unlawful, null 
and void and of no effect”. 

His QC fan Croxford argued 
Lbat objections based on a risk 
health were never properly put 
before Tmdridge District Coun- 
cil before it granted planning 
permission in July to Mercury 
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DAILY POEM 


Adlestrop 


by Edward Thomas 


>Ss. / remember Adlestrop - 
The name, because one afternoon 
Of heat the express-train drew up there 
Unwonted!}'. It was late June. 
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Personal Communications. Mr 
Justice Moses ruled there was 
“an arguable case” which, 
should go to a full hearing. Bat 
he refused to make a court or- 
der banning the erection of 
the mast before the teariiig, ex- 
pected to be in six to Umonths* 


hH 


After yesrterdaj^ hearing. 
Mr AI Fayed’s solicitor, Alan 
Meyer, said the judge's decision 
would provide on opportunity 
to air growing world-wide con- 
cern about the possible risk to 
human health from exposure to 
low frequency radio waves from 
mobile phone masts. 
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The steam hissed. Someone cleaned his throat. 
No one left and no one came 
On the bare platform. What I saw 
ttizj Adlestrop - only the name 


And willows, willow-herb, and grass. 
And meadowsweet, and haycocks dry, 
No whit less still and lonely fair 
Than the high cloudlets in the sky. 


And for that minute a blackbird sang 
Close by, and round him, mistier. 
Farther and farther, all the binds 
Of Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire. 


This week s poems come from the seventh edition of i 
on the Underground, edited by Gerard Benson. Judith 
□aik and Cicely Herbert (Cassell, £12.99). Emulated-’ 
““ laUnCh ta gr 
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Anti-sleaze 
spotlight falls 
on colleges 


MPs investigating further 
education are to 
examine the case of a 
lecturer suspended by his 
college after raising 
concerns over propriety. 
Lucy Ward, Education 
Correspondent, finds the 
anti-sleaze searchlight 
trained on colleges as 
never before. 


Guido D'Isiduro is awaiting a 
disciplinary bearing at LiandriHo 
College. North Wales, at which 
he could face dismissal. His 
crime was to ask questions - first 
at the college and then at the 
Welsh Office - over the pro- 
priety of the principal and 
finance director being husband 
and wife. 

Though be did not suggest 
any financial wrongdoing, Mr 
D'lsidoro. principal lecturer in 
business studies and staff de- 
velopment co-ordinator, was 
concerned that day-to-day man- 
agement of a f 15m annual bud- 
get should rest primarily with 
two such closely link ed indi- 
viduals. 

An inquiry ordered by col- 
lege governors and carried out 
last July by the college's audi- 
tors Price Waterhouse examined 
whether impropriety had arisen 
us a result of the relationship be- 
tween Huw Evans and his wife 
Gill. After the report found no 
evidence of wrongdoing, the 
matter was considered closed 
pending Mr D'lsidoro's hearing. 

But while the college and 
Welsh Office have all but shut 
their files on the case, members 
of the Commons education se- 
lect committee have called for 
more details as part of a review 
of governance and funding in 
further education. 

Margaret Hodge, chair- 
woman of the committee, told 
77/e Independent she would be 
writing to the Welsh colleges' 
funding and inspection quango 
over the Issue. 

The re-emergence of the 
Uundvillo case is only the lat- 
est in a series of events turning 
the spotlight on probity and gov- 
ernance in further education. 

Roger Wtrd. chief executive 
• it the sector's representative 
body, the Association of Col- 
leges, is the subject of an inde- 
pendent inquiry following 
allegations that he had used his 
position to promote a private 


healthcare firm and a lecturing 
agency. 

In a Commons debate on 
further education last month, 
John Cryer. MP for Horn- 
church, complained to Kim 
Howells, lifelong learning min- 
ister, over the “considerable 
power with few checks and bal- 
ances on its execution" wield- 
ed by principals since colleges 
were made independent of lo- 
cal authority control in 1993. 

Mr Ciycr cited the case of 
Braintree College in Essex 
where the principal and chief ex- 
ecutive Martin Bates is also 
clerk to the college's governing 
body, and of Doncaster College 
in South Yorkshire where the 
clerk was until recently Nina 
Ashurst, wife of the principal, 
Terry AsbursL 

Under guidance from the 
Further Education Funding 
Council, the clerk has a key role 
in advising governors on pro- 
cedures, alerting the governing 
body if it risks overstepping its 
powers and ultimately whistle- 
blowing to a higher authority if 
governors act irregularly. 

He or she should “remain 
detached from the discussions 
and decisions of the governing 
body and its committees" and 
must “be able to preserve 
independence from the 
management of the college". 
The guidance clearly states that 
the clerk should not be a mem- 
ber of the governing body. 

Braintree College confirmed 
to The Independent on Friday 
that its principal, who has been 
bath clerk and a member of the 
governing body since 1993, is to 
step down as clerk following a 
meeting with governors early 
last week to discuss Mr Cryer’s 
comments. However, despite of- 
fering to leave the role imme- 
diately, he is to stay as derk until 
a replacement is appointed. 

At Doncaster, advertise- 
ments have been placed for a 
new clerk, though Mr Ashurst 
insisted his wife had always in- 
tended to step down. There was 
no more risk of impropriety if 
a principal's spouse acted as 
clerk than if a senior member 
of staff dependent on the prin- 
cipal for promotion took on the 
role, be said. 

As the select committee pre- 
pares to report on further ed- 
ucation next spring. Baroness 
Blackstone. higher education 
minister, is considering changes 
to the articles and instruments 
by which colleges are governed. 



Fashion statement: A customer trying on a sari at Damini's, Deepak Mohindra’s flagship store in East Ham Photograph: Philip Meech 

Asian fashion crosses cultural divide 


Yesterday saw the launch of 
the biggest ‘Asian Cultural 
Festival’ ever with the BBC, 
the event’s organiser, 
welcoming the ‘Asian Age’. 
Ron c/eep Ramesh examines the 
success story and wonders 
when the appeal of the East 
will reach the High Street. 


British Asians are likely increasingly 
to influence Britain's fashion and 
music, if you believe the publicity 
surrounding the BBC's Mega Mela. 

There are signs that the mar- 
keters may be right. Earlier this year, 
an unknown 17-year-old girl singer 
- Amar - was snapped up by Warn- 


er for a £3m. five-album deal. Two 
of London's hippest nightclubs 
Anokha and Ouicasie. have seen 
Asian couture handed the easting 
vote in the capital's style council. 

Bashir .Ahmed, a St Martin's 
graduate and design director for 
Apartment clothes, says it is the 
"white mainstream that have dis- 
covered .Asian fashion". "The kids 
in the clubs arc predominantly Eng- 
lish. Once it was known Jarvis Cock- 
er came down lo Anokha. you saw 
them mm up in sari tops and jeans." 

The appeal is likely (<• increase 
with the burgeoning British Asian 
population. The London Research 
Centre estimates the capital's eth- 
nic minorities will grow by 40 per 
cent in 15 years. Added to this is the 
mixing of cultures by marriage. At 


present, a fifth of Asian males have 
white partners. 

But while the swish of the shal- 
\\ar may be heard on the catwalk 
or in nightclubs, it is still unlikely to 
be seen on the high streets. 

Deepak Mohindra sells .Asian 
fashion tu predominantly Asian cus- 
tomers in East Ham and Leicester. 
Despite developing his family busi- 
ness from a single grocery storeio a 
fashion empire with sales of £ 1 .6m. 
Mr Mohindra's ambitions may force 
hint to expand elsewhere. 

“After my new store opens in 
Southall next year. 1 can't see how 
I can expand further in the UK. My 
next shop will be in New Jersey - 
where there is a large Indian com- 
munity." The problem. Mr Mohin- 
dra savs. is he has vet to find a hisih 


street store to take his brand as a line 
of clothing. 

Curiously, it appears white shop- 
keepers can sell Asian designs to 
white audiences. Paul Garrod sells 
“Europeanised" designs from his 
four Chandni Chowk stores in the 
West Country. “Our customers are 
mainly white, but they have seen the 
world and like wearing Indian-scylc 
clothes." he says. 

Experts believe, however, that 
Eastern designs will eventually come 
to British retailers. “It is about la- 
tent demand. Look at the parallel 
with food. Ten years ago. you would 
need lo go to Leicester or Wemb- 
ley to buy spices for a decent cur- 
ry." says Ram Gidooraal..authorof 
the UK Maharajahs. “Now you can 
go to Sainsburv's." 


Irish rape victim prepares for abortion 


The 13-year-old Irish gypsy girl who 
is pregnant alter being raped was last 
night preparing for the termination 
she wanted after efforts to block it by 
her parents and pro-life groups failed. 

The parents' lawyer indicated 
earlier that they wanted an eleventh- 
hour appeal at the Supreme Court in 
Dublin to prevent the abortion. 

But in mid-mom ing their lawyer 
said this would not proceed. With con- 
flicting signals, Chief Justice Liam 
Hamilton then convened a special 


hearing of the five-judge court for 
confirmation of this from all parties' 
representatives. 

The way now seems clear for the 
girl to have the abortion in England. 

Her parents first favoured a ter- 
mination. but changed their minds af- 
ter meeting pro-life campaigners. 
They financed Iasi week's unsuc- 
cessful High Court bid to overturn the 
initial Children's Court approval for 
the abortion. 

The girl’s parents have 12 children 


and live in extreme poverty in dilap- 
idated caravans on a roadside camp- 
site near Dublin. In the High Court 
on Friday Mr Justice Geoghegan said 
their behaviour after the alleged 
rape had not corresponded with 
what was expected of parents " in such 
appalling circumstances". 

On Sunday the girl blocked a 
meeting with her parents when they 
refused to let a social worker attend. 

The parents now plan to seek the 
lifting of the order that has placed 


their daughter in care since 
September. Following legal advice the 
.Archbishop of Dublin at the week- 
end turned down the father's request 
for the Church to fund a Supreme 
Court appeal. 

The case brought pressure on 
Bertie .Ahern's government to end 
confusion surrounding Irish abortion 
law left by the 1 983 “pro-life" con- 
stitutional amendment going mother 
and unborn child an “equal right lo 
life". 


Spencer 
rules otit 
early 


The Spencer divorce hearing wiKcomin- 
ue today after officiais quashed speorfafou 
of a possible settlement. . - ... 

The two legal teams were meeting last 
night to discuss evidence in the case and- 
were not about to thrash out a deaf behmef 
dosed doors, a spokeswoman for Eari 
Spencer said. ' - ^ A _ 

Amid confusion outside the court m 7 
Cape Town. Shcllcy-Anne Clairoourtbock- 
iracked on earlier statements and . 

case goes on. Discussions are taking place 
with respect to the striking out of fetters 
that were discussed on the first day of court. 
They are not going beyond that... " J .- 

Later, Earl Spencers lawyer. Leslie 
Wcinkove. refused to comment on whether 
a settlement had been discussed between 
the two legal teams. 

One hour earlier the hearing had been 
adjourned until 1 Oam today for what a court 
official described as “housekeeping”. 

But speculation continued of a settle- 
ment because the adjournment came just 
before the first of the high-profile witnesses 
were to give evidence for Lady Spencer. 

Lady Spencer was due to go in (he wit- 
ness box following her lawyers’ claims that 
her estranged husband had affairs with up 
to 12 women while she was in a clinic with 
an eating disorder. 

Her father John. 66. a former RAF of- 
ficer, was also expected to give evidence 
along with the Earl's former lover, Chan- 
tal Collopy. 

The hearing is to decide if the divorce 
case will be heard in England or in South 
Africa where any settlement is likely to be 
less favourable to Lady Spencer. 

The hearing tbis morning centred on dis- 
cussions about how much Lady Spencer. 
32, w'ould get in a divorce settlement. 

She has requested a clean break settle- 
ment of about £3.75m to prevent constant 
wTangling about payments. 

The EarL 33. who the court heard had 
a personal fortune of about £6m. is offer- 
inga lump sum of £300.000. £30,000 main- 
tenance a year and other items including 
her borne in a plush suburb of Cape Town. 
Any maintenance for the ample's four chil- 
dren would be worked out separately. 

Lady* Spencer's legal team said today 
that she wanted a clean break so she was 
“not standing at the gate like Oliver Twist". 

During cross-examination. Nicholas 
Mostyn QC. an expert on family law and 
who is appearing for Earl Spencer, said fu- 
ture payments were secure because d^hi's 
wealth. 

He said: "The money is as secure as the 
Bank of England. It comes from his land- 
ed estates, it’s absolutely guaranteed." 

Mr Mostyn also said that the Earl was 
angered by what had been said during the 
opening of the case when the affairs were 
alleged. 

He said: “I have been in the room when 
he has expressed considerable upset at the 
way the case has been amducled thus far." 

The Earl was said to be determined to 
have his day in court to rebut the allega- 
tions and his spokeswoman has said there 
had been some “pretty sensational allega- 
tions made against him". 
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Kyoto gets off to 
an icy start 


An agreement on measures to 
save the world from global 
warmin 2 appeared further away 
than ever last night with the 
European Union accusing the 
United States of trying to find 
loopholes. Richard Uoyd Parry reports 
from the first day of the Kyoto 
climate summit. 


Icy exchanges between European and 
American officials and few signs of feasi- 
ble compromise signalled an unpromising 
first day of the Kyoto summit. 

The only hope for the conference - 
known as COP3 or the Third Conference 
of the Parties to the UN Framework Con- 
vention on Climate Change, to give it its 
full name - appears to lie in a last-minute 
agreement by ministers, including the 
deputy prime minister, John Prescott, who 
will arrive in Kyoto for high-level negoti- 
ations at the weekend. 

Despite months of intensive preparation, 
wide differences suH exist between the par- 
ticipants at th.e conference which is taking 
place in this ancient Japanese dty and which 
aims to reach a world-wide agreement on 
reducing greenhouse gases. 

The Europeans, along with small island 
slates who feel especially threatened by ris- 
ing sea levels, are pressing for the most rad- 
ical measures: the EU wants a 15 per cent 
reduction in 1990 levels of greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2010. 

The US, the world’s biggest producer 
of ozone-depleting gases, has much more 
conservative goals - the stabilisation of gas 
emissions at 1990 levels, as late as 2012. Aus- 
tralia, as a big exporter of coal with rising 
domestic fuel consumption, wants to in- 
crease its own emissions; the conference’s 
host, Japan, takes a conciliatory middle line, 
although it has moved closer to the US. 

The points of disagreement are many 
and technical, ran gin g from the number of 
gases to be included in the final deal, to the 
role played by forests in absorbing carbon 
dioxide. But controversy yesterday fo- 
cused on what is known as the EU 
“bubble”, whereby European pollution is 
considered collectively rather than on 
the basis of individual countries. 


Under the EU's proposal less advanced 
members such as Greece and Portugal could 
increase their output of pollutants, while 
countries such as Britain and Germany com- 
pensate with more drastic improvements. 
The Americans and Australians insist that 
this is unfair, and that if the European stales 
can adopt different targets this. option 
should be available to other countries. 

For the first time yesterday, the US in- 
corporated into its official position the con- 
cept of “differentiation” - in other words, 
different targets for different cuunirics, 
rather than a single percentage reduction 
adopted by everyone. Japanese officials wel- 
comed this as a sign of “flerihility", but a 
European spokesman denounced it as a 
ploy which would dilute the drive for com- 
prehensive action, and result in a .smaller 
overall reduction of pollutants. 

“We've detected flexibility, but it’s in the 
wrong direction," said Pierre Gramegna. 
Luxembourg's ambassador in Japan, and 
whose country holds the EU presidency. 
“Our impression is that the game is to find 
ever more loopholes, and that is a bad 
omen. The beginning of the conference is 
not very encouraging." 

Even the Japanese spokesman. Trahiaki 
Tanahe. said that he was no more than 
“cautiously optimistic with regard to the 
outcome of the conference”. He said: 
“Japan is trying to force the US to increase 
its reduction margin, but also we have to 
be realistic. I don’t think they'll increase 
until the very end.” 

Hopes now rest with the meeting of min- 
isters which begins next Monday, and on 
a round of telephone diplomacy between 
heads of government. Mr Prescott has made 
two intercontinental juurneys drumming up 
support for an idea which officials refer to 
as the “window of credibility". This refers 
to the lag between an agreement in Kyoto 
next week, and its ratification by legislatures 
before which it will have no legal force. 

If Congress becomes less dominated by 
Republicans, it may become easier for the 
US to take a softer line. In the meantime, 
developing nations will have the opportu- 
nity to propose their own cuts - another 
US demand. Presented in such a way, all 
sides could claim an agreement as a victory 
- while the Europeans emphasised nu- 
merical targets, the US would not feel it- 
self immediately bound by their terms. 



Ground-breaking: Natural gas and mud bursting from the earth near an oil well in Aceh province in Sumatra, Indonesia, after a leak had forced 
a drill to be withdrawn. Around 1 ,400 people had to flee their homes after explosions damaged 200 houses Photograph: Reuters 

Whitehall car budget equals spending on pollution 


Britain spends almost as much on 
chauffeur-driven government cuts as ii does 
on monitoring air pollution, figures have 
revealed. Now ministers arc facing calls to 
get on their bikes. 

As world leaders deliberate in Kyoto on 
how best lo tackle global warming, Norman 
Baker, the Liberal Democrat MP for 
Lewes, has a small suggestion to make on 
how the Mother of Parliaments can help. 

Part of the Government's £4.1m budget 
for ministerial Limousines could be put to 
better use. he says. The move might even 
ease the need to spend £4.6ra evety year 
on checking the quality of the air we 
breathe. "Are the Government contribut- 


ing to the problem or to the solution? 
Clearly they are still pursuing Lheir own car 
economy.” he says. 

Mr Baker received the figures for 1996- 
97 in answer to parliamentary questions, 
though the Government Car and Despatch 
Agency preferred lo set out its spending in 
a private letter rather than a public writ- 
ten answer. 

Although the answers refer to spending 
under the last government, there is no big 
reason to believe spending on ministerial 
ears has been cut under Labour: in fact two 
Tory ministers. Sir George Young and David 
Willelts, rode bicycles. So far no Labour 
ministers have come out as cyclists, although 
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there are moves to incorporate a cycling al- 
lowance into MPs’ salaries. 

The biggest-spending department last 
year was the Northern Ireland Office, which 
used £31834-4 of the taxpayers' money on 
ferrying its top people around. Next came 
the Department ofTrade and Industry, with 
£312312, while third on the fist of big 
spenders was the Foreign and Common- 
wealth Office, which spent £283,972. The 
Department Transport, Environment and 
the Regions was fourth on £272,844. 

The gold star for environmental cor- 
rectness went to the Ministry of Defence, 
which scraped by on just £47,268, far less 
than much smaller departments such as the 






' * . 


Attorney General’s office, which spent 
£90384, and the government chief whips, 
who spent £96356. The Prime Minister’s 
Office came in eighth with £240,188. 

An official at the Department of Trans- 
port. Environment and the Regions said 
that John Prescott. Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter. had been known to travel by Tube. 

“If he's got visits to various places he will 
gp by train. We do have an integrated trans- 
port policy.” she said. 

Others said it was easier lo be green in 
opposiUon than it was in government. “It’s 
somewhat hard lo carry red boxes around 
on the back of a bicycle," one official said. 

— Fran Abrams, Political Correspondent 
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Protesting beef farmers send cheap Irish imports packing to a 



The French approach to 
agricultural disputes 
came to Holyhead 
yesterday. Fanners in 
North Wales, angry at 
cheap beef imports 
from Ireland and the 
hardships caused by the 
BSE ban on exports, 
stopped lorries arriving 
from the Republic and 
threw boxes of 
beefburgers into the 
harbour. Tony Heath 
witnessed the carnage. 


Irish beefburgers worth 
£70,000 swilling around in 
Holyhead harbour yesterday 
were testimony to the anger of 
Welsh fanners complaining 
that they were heading for the 
rocks because of poor live- 
stock prices. 

The protest coincided with 
the publication of Govern- 
ment figures which showed 
that British farmers’ income 
this year is forecast to be 35 per 
cent lower than in 1996. 

The 40-tonne cargo was 
stolen when around 600 pro- 
testers forced open the doors 
of one of several Irish lorries 
arriving in the North Wales port 
on board the Sienna Explorer. 


The route from the docks -was 
blocked and the protesters had 
spiked barriers capable of 
shredding lyres in reserve. 

The Secretary of State for 
Whies, Ron Dames, and lead- 
ers of both the National Farm- 
ers' Union and the Farmers' 
Union of Wiles, were swift to 
condemn the action. Mr Davies 
sympathised oveT the plight of 
beef fanners hit by the strong 
pound and the export ban re- 
sulting from the BSEcrisis,but 
he condemned the Holyhead 
action. “Anyone who commit- 
ted a criminal act should be 
prosecuted," he said. 

Bob Parry, president of the 
FUW, who farms oa Anglesey, 
was appalled. However, he 
warned; “The government will 
have to Lake notice. If they 
don’t, God knows what will 
happen next time.” 

Sir David Naish, NFU pres- 
ident, described the events 
which lasted until daybreak 
yesterday, as counterproduc- 
tive. ‘Threats will not solve the 
problem," he said. 

The actions will not win sup- 
port in Europe from the Coun- 
cil of Ministem, where talks to 
end the beef export ban are go- 
ing on. The Secretary of State 
for Agriculture, Jack Cun- 
ningham, said: There is no 
easy pot of gold in Brussels, 
waiting to be picked up on be- 


half of formers. Violence and 
the destruction of legitimate 
products will not help to resolve 
the situation." 

Around 20 police officers 
were at the scene but oo arrests 
were made.Tbe events fol- 
lowed a meeting in the nearby 
market town of Gaerwen. 

When the ferry docked the 
protesters wwe ready. They re- 
fused to allow through meat 
lorries but let other freight 
pass. Lorry drivers approach- 
ing the port to embark for Ire- 
land were held by police 
outside the town. Daniel 
Hodges, of the Road Haulage 
Association, said that blockade 
tactics witnessed in France 
seemed to be spreading. The 
last thing our members need is 
similar action here," he said. 

As if to underline farmers’ 
concerns, Welshpool market-, 
the largest in Whies -yesterday 
reported the lowest level of 
business for years with stock be- 
ing returned to forms unsold. 
One farmer said; “A year ago 
I was getting £380 to £420 for 
an animal Tbday I’d be lucky 
to get £270 for a similar beast.’’ 

The protest carries echoes 
of 1974 when the port of Holy- 
head and the railway linking it 
to the national network were 
both blockaded by formers 
protesting at die import of live 
cattle from the Republic. 



Steak out: the Holyhead pilot navigates his way through a sea of beefburger boxes hurled into the water by farmers 


Photograph: loio Williams 









Tory handling of BSE crisis 
to go before public inquiry 


A full-scale public inquiry 
into the Tories’ handling 
of the BSE crisis is to be 
announced by the 
Government. ' 

' Cofin Brown, Chief 
Political Correspondent, 
says it Is a victory for the 
families of the CjD 
victims but will not 
satisfy Welsh farmers 
who dumped Irish 
beefburgers into the sea. 
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Ministers are likely to announce 
the inquiry before Christmas. 
News of the move emerged as 
the Government faced renewed 
protests from farmers in Wales, 
who have been dumping beef- 
burgers into Holyhead docks as 
a sharp reminder that the beef 
ban still has not been lifted. 

Jade Cunningham, the Min- 
ister for Agriculture, who yes- 
terday had to answer the • 
farmers' protests, has secured 
Downing Street backing fox 
the inquiry. Senior Govern- 
ment sources have told The In- 
dependent that agreement could 
be reached in the next 10 days 
on the detailed terms of refer- 
ence. • 

| It will be separate from the 
Department of Health inquiry 

j Quo the disclosure that three 
people may have been infected 
with CJD from transplants from 
a patient, who died and was dis- 
covered to be suffering from the 
disease after a post-mortem 
examination. 

The aim of the inquiry mil 
be to learn the lessons from the 
handling of the crisis which - in 
spite of repeated assurances - 
has still foiled to lift the EU beef ( 
ban. But there is also a deter- 
mination among nmiistcrs'to an- 
swer criticism for the deaths 
associated with BSE and the 
massive cost of the subsidies, 
which have run into billions of 
pounds . 

“Vife have public inquiries for 
ra3 crashes where seven people 





jack Cunningham: Convinced of need for foH inquiry into 
Tories’ handling of affair* despite Downing St misgivings 


are killed. With BSE we have 
had more than 2Q (fie from ClD, 
and bQlioos lost in compensa- 
tion and we have had nothing,” 
said a Cabinet source. 

The latest estimates show 
BSE will cost Britain a further 
£3.4bn before the mflleohimn - 
LSbn in 1996-97; £930m in 
1997-98; £563m in 1998-9 9 and 
£488m in 1999-3000, withsome 
offset by EU rebates. More 
than 1.2 million cattle have - 
been slaughtered under the 30- 
taonth scheme. 

Criticisms levelled .at the 
last Government indude the fel- ; 
lowing charges: that it f&Ied to 
supervise adequately the ren- 
dering industry; it failed to en- 
sure an effective ban on the . 
feeding of mean -and-bone meal 
to ruminants such as cattle; it 
failed to respect the national 
prohibitive legislation outlawing 
imports of meal from the UK; 
it put pressure on the Com- 
mission not to include any- 


thing related to BSE in its gen- 
eral inspections of slaughter- 
houses; and it did not display 
sufficient zeal in motutoring the 
maintenance of the embargo on 
meat and by-products. 

Britain and the European 
Commission were attacked in a 
European Parliament commit- 
tee of inquiry for continuing to 
allow the export of animal feed- 
stufls that could not legally be 
fed to cattle in this country, and 
narrowly escaped censure. But 
there was confosion over the se- 
lective cull scheme agreed at 
Florence in 1996. . . 

Dr Cunningham was given 
the staunch backing of Frank 
Dobson, the Secretary of State 
for Health, in pressing for the 
Government to announce the 
inquiry, in spite of misgivings 
Whin Downing Street and of- 
ficials at the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, Fisheries and Food. ' 

The inqufrywas discussed at 
a special Cabinet ad hoc com- 


mittee on BSE yesterday, at- 
tended by Dr Cunningham, Mr 
Dobson, Donald Dewar, the 
Scottish Secretary , and Alistair 
Daxfing, the Chief Secretary to 
the Treasury. The details will be 
fixed at further meetings over 
the ndxt fortnight 

.senior figure will be ap- 
pdipiedtphead the inquiry, apd 
it is likely to have similar pow- 
ers as the Scott inquiry into the 
arms-to-Iraq affair. But minis- 
jters are keen to ensure that it 
^thorough. quick and does not 
drag on-' for the three years 
which the Scott inquiry took. 
John Major and the former 
agriculture minister Douglas 
Hogg could be among those 
summoned to give evidence. 

Downing Street raised reser- 
vations about the inquiry, fear- 
ing that it would reopen old 
wounds and make it more dif- 
ficult for Britain to persuade the 
European partners to lift the 
beef ban in Europe. Dr Cun- 
ningham convinced Tbny Blair 
that the inquiry would not ham- 
per the lifting of the beef ban, 
which would be based on sci- 
entific opinion. - - 

Former Tbry ministers have 
told The Independent that there 
was no cover-up under John 
Major's administration, but the 
inquiry will will investigate 
whether ministers were at fault 
in not acting more quickly, and 
whether there was mishandling 
of the lifting of the beef ban, 
which is still in place, in spite of 
repeated assurances that under 
the Tbries that Europe was 
moving towards lifting a ban. 

' Maff officials were also wor- 
ried about the prospect of an in- 
quiry into their actions. There 
may be fears that some could be 
made scapegoats* but one rea- 
son for moving quickly with the 
inquiry is to ensure. that it is held 
while the Tory responsibility 
for . handling the BSE is still 
fresh in the publics mind. Min- 
isters woe convinced that an in- 
quixy would have to be held and 
any delay risked associating 
.the blame with the Labour 
Government. 
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Currency club 
may split EU, 
warns Brown 


A new ‘economic government’ 
reserved exclusively for members 
of the single currency could split 
die European Union, die 
Chancellor Gordon Brown 
warned in Brussels yesterday. 
Katherine Butler watched mounting 
anxiety at the erosion of British 
influence as France and Germany 
stood firm against his demands for 
admission to an inner circle to 
manage the euro. 


EU ministers were battling to avert their 
first full-scale crisis with the Blair govern- 
ment last night as a rift deepened over a 
club which would exclude countries not par- 
ticipating in the single currency. 

It was the kind of public squabble that re- 
called the worst hostility of the Tory years, 
and which Labour had once insisted would 
□ever recur once they took office. 

Mr Brown warned a two-tier Europe 
would erode the “common interest" prin- 
ciple which is written into the EU treaty 
and which has underpinned the Union since 
its foundation. He protested strongly about 
the wide range of economic matters which 
its supporters want the new body, known 
for now as Euro-X, to cover. 

But the resolve of the French and Ger- 
mans, who have masterminded the new 
council, appeared stronger than ever as they 
asserted the right of single currency mem- 
bers to exdude “outsiders" from their dub. 

Tbeo WaigeL, Germany's finance min- 
ister, said; “You cannot be both in and out" 
The French said they had the full backing 
of the eleven member states who expect to 
be in the euro zone in the first wave. 

Luxembourg, which holds the EU pres- 
idency, and the European Commission were 
working frantically last night to build 
bridges. They presented a compromise 
which would offer Britain Sweden Denmark 
and Greece, all of whom are expected to 
remain outside the single currency in 1999, 
a guaranteed flow of information on what 
is discussed inside Euro-X. 

But the plan, to allow the European 
Commission to sit in on discussions and 
then inform the outs, was rubbished by 
British officials who said it offered noth- 
ing new. “We want a voice at the table not 
an ear at the door,” said one source. 


Germany insisted there would be no 
“discrimination" against the outsiders and 
said there would be no attempt to set up 
a secretive body but said there was nothing 
Britain could legally do to stop Euro-X from 
going ahead. 

It now seems inevitable that the row wiE 
have to be referred to the summit of EU 
leaders in two weeks’ time. “Wc would ex- 
pect it to go to the summit," said a British 
spokesman. 

Britain's dilemma is that short of ac- 
cepting an unsatisfactory compromise 
which ensures it is, at best, kept informed 
of discussions inside Euro-X, there is lit- 
tle it can do. One tactic being hinted at last 
night is the threat that Britain will invoke 
the EU treaty to prevent members of the 
inner circle from using EU-fimded build- 
ings or catering facilities for their meetings. 

The denial of full participation on the 
new body, even if it is as the Germans claim 
“informal", means Britain will have little 
scope to exert influence over discussions 
on such matters as budgetary policy, fiscal 
harmonisation, labour market reforms, 
wages policy, and the external exchange rate 
policy of the Euro-zone. 

Under the Franco-German plan, Euro- 
X's remit would extend far beyond tech- 
nical management of the currency. An 
example is the French plan to introduce a 
35-hour week, which after the launch of the 
single currency could have a much greater 
impact on member economies. 

• London (Reuters) — Emu member coun- 
tries could put Britain under political 
pressure if the pound should foil sharply 
against the euro at some stage in the fu- 
ture, Robin Cook, the Foreign Secretary, 
said yesterday. 

Questioned by Commons Foreign Af- 
fairs Committee on how much influence 
Emu members would have over British ex- 
change rate policy, Mr Cook answered that 
they would have no binding legal powers. 

Mr Cook was asked whether the pound 
might be forced to shadow or follow the 
single currency before Britain joined it. 

“I think the position is that we cannot 
be legally compelled to do so.7 he said. But 
some Emu member states were motivated 
by “weariness with what they see as unfair 
depreciation of other people’s currencies. 

“Without doubt if the single currency 
was to find itself appreciating against ster- 
ling, or we were seen to be depredating, 
we would come under political pressure " 
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It will be a little easier ***** 
French following a vote 
National Assembly y c stwjto y 
amendments to the French 
nationality law - the tsUatpt 
many - seem harmless enoujj 
But John Uchfsdd in Paris sayst* wy 
have provoked accusations that , : 

both left and right are playing the J 
game of the far-right National j 
Front. 



A Russian fishing through the ice of the frozen Neva river yesterday in St Petersburg, where temperatures fell to 
-ISC Many fear the exceptional cold means there is a harsh winter ahead Photograph: Alexander Demianchuk/Reuters 


Cyclist bites 
below the belt 


Eta’s leading political 
supporters jailed 


A cyclist angered by an over- 
taking city bus climbed aboard 
at the next slop and bit the 
driver’s genitals. Polish prose- 
cutors alleged yesterday. 

The Podgorzc district pros- 
ecutor in Krakow, south Poland, 
accused the man of causing 
bodily harm. The prosecutor 
said the bus had tried to over- 
take the cyclist on 9 September 
and got by after tooting twice. 

At the next stop the enraged 
cyclist got onto the bus and be- 
gan a row with the driver. Then 
be beat him, broke his nose, and 
bit him in the stomach and gen- 
itals, the court heard. 

— Reuters, Warsaw 
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Spains Supreme Court jailed the 23 lead- 
ers of the pro-Eta Herri Batasuna party for 
seven years each yesterday for eollaborat- 
ing with terrorist gunmen, in a verdict ex- 
pected to have a profound impact on the 
conflict in the Basque Country. 

The three judges also fined the accused 
500.000 pesetas (£1100) each and banned 
them from public office for the duration 
of their sentence. The leaders, who are to 
appeal to Spains Constitutional Court, were 
found guilty of distributing an Eta video that 
showed armed and masked men during last 
year’s general election campaign. They were 
acquitted on more serious charges of apol- 
ogy for terrorism and membership of an 
“armed hand ". 

Margarita Mariscal de Game, the jus- 
tice minister, said the comiction applied 
to “some individuals" and was not “the per- 
secution of a political organisation and its 
ideas" - which suggests the government 
does not intend to ban the organisation. 

It is the first time in 20 years of HB’s 
legal existence that a legal judgment has 
recognised a link between the party and 
armed Basque separatists. HB has always 
denied the link, saving; "We support Eta s 
aims but not their methods". 

Yesterday's verdict is thought likely to 
make HB redefine its relationship with the 
armed organisation, perhaps to assert a 


greater autonomy from it. ‘They’re already 
thinking of a replacement leadership, 
whether or not the present leaders go to 
jail." said Joseba Eguibar. a leader of the 
conservative Basque National Party, some 
weeks ago. "They know, after the massive 
and-Eta demonstrations in the summer, that 
only their own people will back a protest 
against a conviction." 

•Abel Matutes. the foreign minister, insisted 
yesterday that Spain would not accept 
Britain's demand that it should lift military 
restrictions on Gibraltar. Britain says it will 
not approve a streamlined Nato structure 
that would integrate Spain fully into the al- 
liance. unless Madrid allows the movement 
of aircraft and ships in and out of the colony. 

Mr Matutes said Spain's sovereignty 
claim left him with no room for manoeu- 
vre. “We have to maintain the restrictions 
because this is part of our sovereignty claim 
over the area where the airport is located. 
We have never accepted Britain's occupa- 
tion of ibis area." Nato should have asked 
for restrictions to be lifted in in 19S2 when 
Spain joined, Mr Matutes said. "No one 
asked then, or subsequently. You can't ask 
now just because you're changing the 
structure. It would imply that Spain had to 
pay a toll for collaborating in Nato. We can- 
not accept that." 

— ETrzabeth Nash, Madrid 


The law used to be simple: if you were born _ 
in France, you were French. Thal prinri- 
pie was progressively abandoned by centre- 
right governments in the 19S0s and -early : 
1990s under pressure from unemploy- 
ment. immigration and Jean-Mane Le 
Pen’s National Front- 

According to the present rules, a child 
born in France, of foreign parents, cannot 
become French until he or she is 1 8. Fol- 
lowing a stormy debate last week, the Na- 
tional Assembly was expected to vote lost 
night to allow French-born children of im- 
migrants to become French at 13, Until 
then, they would have a quasi-French sta- 
tus as the holder of a “Republican identi- 
ty card”. 

The modest changes hove disappoint- 
ed the for-left and green components of Li- 
onel Jospin’s coalition, which thought they 
- and he - had campaigned last May for 
the restoration of automatic citizenship - 
le droit du sol, or right of the sofl. The soft- 
ening of the law has also angered centre- 
right parties, who say it makes French 
nationality “too cheap”. 

Mr Jospin suggested at the weekend that 
the centre-right parties were pandering to 
the National Front as pari of a possible elec- 
toral pact ahead of regional elections in 
March. On the contrary, said the centre- 
right, it was Mr Jospin who was “cynical- 
ly" trying to stir up the NF electorate, using 
the nationality issue to reduce the vote for 
the “traditional” right next year. Francois 
Bayrou, head of the centrist Force .Demo- 
crat party, accused Mr Jospin of "blowing 
on the flames" of racism. 

Under the present rules, introduced in 
1993. children bom of foreign parents in 
France remain foreign until they are 18. lb 
obtain Bench citizenship, they must dedart: 
their wish to do so between the ages of 16 
and 21. 

The law has been blamed for deepen- 
ing the sense of alienation of immigrant chil- 
dren in deprived suburbs of French cities, 
which have seen increased violence this au- 
tumn and winter. (However, the teenagers 
involved are often second or third- 
generation French citizens). 

Under the new law, foreign parents can 
apply for French citizenship at 13 for a 
French-boro child who has been living in 
France continuously since the age of eight. 
Young people can make the same appli- 
cation, without parental consent, at 16. They 
can become French citizens from- IS on- 
wards, as long as they have spent a total of 
five years in France since the age of 1 1. 


Turkey and 
Greece end 
Aegean feud 
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Greece and Turkey have tenta- 
tively settled a decades-old dis- 
pute over how to share the 
airspace over the Aegean Sea 
for military flights. 

The deal, announced yester- 
day at a meeting of chiefe-of-staff 
of Nato nations, must now be en- 
dorsed by the political leaders of 
both Greece and Turkey. It was 
hailed as a breakthrough by Gen- 
eral Klaus Na umann. head of 
Nato’s panel of military chiefs. 

The most immediate result 
was Nato’s announcement that 
it can now set up regional com- 
mands in the south-eastern 
Mediterranean in which Greek 
and Turkish officers will work 
side by side, something that has 
eluded the alliance for decades. 

“Both nations showed great \ 
flexibility," General Naumann 
said. His announcement left 
Britain alone in rejecting Naios 
overall new military command 
structure that would cut the 
main and regional headquarters 
from 65 to 24. Britain disagrees 
with Spain over the status of the 
Gibraltar airport. 

Under the tentative Greek- 
Turkish accord, the two na- 
tions will share control over 
military flights in the Aegean. 
They will also consider null 
and void 1957 documents in 
which Nato held to a policy of 
massive retaliation against en- 
emy attacks from the Soviet-led 
Warsaw Pact. That policy was 
abandoned long before the 
Cold War ended, but the texts 
have never formally been set 
aside. Consequently they have 
loomed large over relations be- 
tween Greece and Turkey. 

— AP, Brussels 


While 
there's 
nothing 
like a dame, 
there's 
nothing 
like a 
Theatre 
Token. 


Give someone a great night 
out at any show at over 
160 theatres nationwide, 
including all of 
London's West End. 

Simply buy Theatre Tokens 
from most branches of 
WH Smith, John Menzies, 
Hammicks, Books etc., through 
T! eke tm aster 0171 344 444 4 
Tickets London 0171 416 6012 


Call our 24 hour Tokenline 

0171 240 8800 
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Stret life: An Albanian working as a prostitute in Milan. The women are ‘sold’ to pimps in Italy by gangs in Albania for £1,500 


Photograph: Claudio Vitale/Grazia Neri 


Albania’s export boom in vice and drugs 




Albanian politics may be 
reuming to normal, but 
Abanian organised crime is 
sill flourishing and spreading 
throughout Western Europe. 
Mrew Gumbd examines the 
icious network peddling 
i restitution and drugs, and 
vhatthe police are doing to 
stop it. 


Amaildo Vrioni’s little empire of 
nrostitutes and marijuana was bum' 
minf along nicely- until the accident 
Just tver a week ago, a rubber speed- 
boa plying the narrow strip of Adri- 
atic between southern Italy and 
Alhnia capsized outside the Italian 
pot of Brindisi Five people were re- 
coered dead from the choppy waters, 
imuding a five-year-old child. An- 
j oter 11 were unaccounted for. 

■ The coastguard assumed the pas- 
I sageis were the usual desperate 
cltch of refugees hoping for a bet- 
I ti life in Italy. In a way, they were. 


But then the police picked up some 
hair-raising conversation from Mr Vri- 
oiii's car and mobile phone, which 
they had bugged, and realised what 
the nature of the desperation was. 

“Dammit, a little girl died." Mr 
Vrioni was overheard saying to his 
wife and a friend. “But the four girls 
who survived were prostitutes. That’s 
a relief." Over the next few hours, Mr 
Vrioni unwittingly gave away details 
of an intricate organisation that for 
months has been bringing ewer young 
women and drugs for sale in Italy and 
the rest of Western Europe. One po- 
lice spokesman described the testi- 
mony as “hair-raising”. 

The proslitui.es were bought from 
their families in Albania for around 
£800 each, “tried our by members of 
Mr Vrioni’s gang to see how much 
they were worth and then sold to 
pimps in Italy for upwards of £1.500. 

Albanian prostitution rackets are 
notoriously vicious. Those women 
who were bold enough to speak 
about their experiences have talked 
of mutilation and torture at the 
hands of their so-called “protectors". 


Two of the lour women who surv ived 
the capsized speedboat escaped in mi 
their hospital beds and vanished, 
presumably out of fear. The Italian 
police are hunting for them, hoping 
to reach them before the Albanian 
gangsters take their brutal revenge. 

Based on the intercepts, the po- 
lice arrested 1 1 people. They were all 
Albanians, including Mime, like Mr 
Vrioni. who were based in Italy. 
Other police operations and intelli- 
gence work suggest there is a great 
deal of co-operation between the Al- 
banians and the Italian Mafia or- 
ganisation based on the Adriatic 
Coast, known ;t» the Sacra Corona 
Uniia. They may not collaborate 
over prostitution, hut they do help 
each other to traffic in arms and drap; 
and launder the profits. 

For months, the Italian police 
has been seizing high-grade marijuana 
grown in the foothills of southern Al- 
bania - as much as eight tons in the 
year to May 1997. according to in- 
ternational police sources. 

Last week, the Italian police work- 
ing their counterparts elsewhere in 


Europe successfully dismantled their 
first international smuggling ring, 
with a series of H arrests in Italy, Ger- 
many and Holland. In one direction, 
marijuana was crossing Europe and 
ending up on sale in .Amsterdam cof- 
fee-shops. In the other, arms and 
harder drugs, notably cocaine, were 
being subsumed into the racket. All 
the key figures arrested were Italians 
and were suspected members of the 
Sacra Corona Uniia. 

The criminals are exploiting two 
key loopholes - Italy's inadequate and 
poorly enloreed immigration laws, and 
the climate of criminality and anarchy 
in Albania fuelled by poverty and the 
high-level corruption that was ram- 
pant until elections held this summer. 

Some progress is being made on 
both sides. In Albania, the new So- 
cialist government has taken steps to 
build up a respectable police force and 
has. for example, recently confiscat- 
ed a number of speedboats operating 
out of the port of Vlora. 

In Italy, a new immigration lawgiv- 
ing the police powers to expel unde- 
sirables immediately (rather than 


giving ihem two weeks to leave the 
country) is worming its way through 
parliament. 

But progress to beat the criminal 
gangs is bound to be slow. The new 
Albanian government's hands are 
lied by the need to provide its peo- 
ple with a living - something that is 
far from achievable for the moment, 
at least by legal means. And the Ital- 
ians seem unable to take a clear stand 
on immigration for fear of seeming 
racist; the new bQl is so complex that 
it Is not clear it will achieve much. 

The Italians are still scratching 
their heads over their crazy decision 
to let more than 10.000 Albanians en- 
ter the country freely at the heighL of 
the armed rebellion that racked their 
country last spring - a decision that, 
almost certainly provided the crimi- 
nal gangs with valuable extra man- 
power. In concert with Tirana, they 
have decided to expel the last 5,ftGU. 

These refugees were supposed to 
have gone home yesterday. But they 
are refusing to go willingly, and the 
Italian government has shown no signs 
of using force to gel rid of them. 


her calls on son suspected of child murder to surrender or kill himself 


Pathologist rejects 
murder claim 
over officer’s wife 


A pathologist yesterday told a 
jury that he found nothing to in- 
dicate that an RAF officer's wife 
had been murdered. 

Dr lain West, a forensic 
pathologist based at Guy's Hos- 
pital, London, said injuries on 
the body of Carol Tucker could 
have been caused in a traffic 
accident. 

Dr West was giving evidence 
on the 11 lb day of the trial of 
Mrs flicker's husband, 
Nicholas, 46, an RAF Regiment 
Squadron Leader based at RAF 
Honington, Suffolk. 

Mrs Tucker. 52. was found 
face down in a river at Lackford. 
Suffolk, on 21 July 1995. She 
died after the car being driven 
by her husband left the road. 

Prosecutors allege that Sqn 
Ldr Tucker throttled his wife 
then staged the accident to 
cover his crime. He denies the 
allegation. 

The prosecution has alleged 
that blood spots in Mis Tucker's 
eyes were an indication that she 
could have been strangled be- 
fore being placed in the water. 

But Dr West disputed those 
claims. He told the jury at Nor- 
wich Crown Court that there 
was no evidence of throttling or 
strangulation. 

He said there were no marks 
on Mis Tickers neck to indicate 
that she had been strangled. 

Dr West said it was possible 
for a person to be strangled and 
for the killer to leave no marks 
on his victim's neck. But he said 
in those cases victims would not 
have any blood spots (petechial 
haemorrhaging) in their eyes 
either. 

“I’ve never seen a case 
where there has been no marks 
on ihe skin, no bruising on the 


muscles, and yet. there have 
been these petechial haemor- 
rhages." said Dr West. “I have 
never seen it.” 

He said an examination of 
Mrs Tucker's body revealed no 
clear cause of death. He said she 
could have drowned or she 
could have choked. 

But he said there was no pos- 
itive indication that she hud 
been subjected to any assault. 

“There are no marks that 
cannot be explained by a traf- 
fic accident combined with at- 
tempts to retrieve and 
resuscitate.” said Dr WesL 

“There arc no marks which 
say these are only marks which 
could have been caused during 
the course of an assault.” 

Prosecutors say Sqn Ldr 
Tucker killed his wife because 
he was infatuated with 21 -year- 
old Dijana Dudukovic. 

They say he met Miss 
Dudukovic while he was serv- 
ing with the United Nations in 
the former Yugoslavia in the 
first half of 1995. 

A Royal Marines officer 
who worked with Sqn Ldr Tuck- 
er in the former Yugoslavia told 
the court earlier that Sqn Ldr 
Tucker's relationship with Miss 
Dudukovic undermined the ef- 
fectiveness of bis team of 
observers. 

But yesterday other service- 
men who worked with the RAF 
officer in the former Yugoslavia 
described him as professional, 
hardworking and meticulous. 

Captain Ralf Tickcn, an of- 
ficer in the Dutch Army said; 
“I thought he was a professional 
and hardworking soldier. And 
I regarded his team as one of 
the most efficient teams.” 

The hearing continues today. 


Girl aged 13 tells of rape by 
a friend from school 


A teenage girl yesterday told a 
court that she was raped by a 15- 
vear-old school friend in wood- 
land near a disused railway 
line. 

The victim, 12 at (he time, 
described how she was dragged 
across a bridge, pushed against 
a fence, tripped up and raped 
by the boy in the Castlecroft 
area of Wolverhampton, West 
Midlands. Giving evidence at 
Wolverhampton Crown Court 
through a video link-up, she 
said: “He grabbed my hand 
and pulled me across the bridge, 
then he pul his foot behind 


mine, tripped me up and got on 
top of me on the ground.” 

The girl, who cannot be 
named, said she could not bring 
herself to tell her parents about 
the incident last May, but later 
told a teacher. The boy, now- 
aged 14. denies rape and inde- 
cent assault. Another boy. aged 
15, also denies indecent as- 
sault relating to the incident. 

Peter Cooke, for the prose- 
cution, said the incident could 
he viewed “as an adolescent 
sexual experiment which quick- 
ly took a more nasty turn”. 

The trial continues. 


LOSTCHNESr 


tberofa young man sus- 
of sexually assaulting and 
ring an 11 -year-old girl 
day urged his son to 
□der to police or to 
mself. 

:'s come to the point 


where I hope he commits sui- 
cide rather than do any more 
harm,” said Michael Khatch- 
adourian, who found the body 
of the murdered girl in Lhe cold 
store of his grocery shop in the 
suburbs of Bordeaux. 


Christophe Khatchadourian. 
25, who is also suspected of sex- 
ually assaulting and stabbing an- 
other girl, aged 10. has been on 
the run for five days. “He 
should have the courage to 
give himself up before he com- 


mits any other act of mad- 
ness." the father l< >ld the news- 
paper Auji nirj 'hut -Li- Purisicn . 

Mr Khaiehaduurian found 
lhe hail -naked body of Cvnlhia 
Cazaurangwhen he re -opened 
his shop after the lunch-hour 


Iasi Thursday. The little girl, 
who lived nearby, had been 
sh<«l through lhe head. 

"Chrisi i iplie is no l> <nger my 
sun alter what he did." Mr 
Khatchadourian said. 

— John Lichfield, Paris 
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Turncoat North Korean diplomats reveal black comedy of life in a socialist paradise 


North Korean defectors yesterday re- 
vealed the tragicomic depths to which the 
country has sunk under its oppressive 
regime. 

Hyun Sung-iL, a former diplomat, de- 
scribed to the Royal Institute of Interna- 
tional Affairs in London yesterday the 
extent to which ordinary North Koreans are 
influenced by state propaganda. 


“People think North Korea is a social- 
ist paradise. For many North Koreans, the 
food crisis is caused only by nature," he said. 

Joining him at the meeting was Ann 
Myeong-chul, a former guard at a politi- 
cal prison camp. He gave a graphic exam- 
ple which illustrated the confusion, 
describing an incident after he had escaped 
from North Korea into China, from where 


he was trying to get to South Korea. “1 
asked an old man to help me. He said Kim 
il-Sung [the late North Korean leader] had 
made us all beggars - and I hit him. Then 
I realised what I had done. He was help- 
ing me - but I was still brainwashed." 

Mr Hyun was a diplomat at the North 
Korean embassy to Zambia until his de- 
fection last year. He described how the em- 


bassy received no funds from Pyongyang. 
Instead, he and his colleagues indulged in 
smuggling and black-market trading - in- 
cluding ivory, rhino-horn and precious 
stones - to raise cash. An embassy minibus 
was commandeered to provide a private bus 
service to raise money for Irving expenses. 
When the embassy organised a national day 
reception, the diplomats had no money to 


serve food. Thev caught fish in rivers and 
lakes and served the fish. “They said that 
these were typical North Korean dishes. 
When the embassy in Mozambique 

asked for funds to be sent from Pyongyang, 

the prompt response from Pyongyang was 
to close down the embassy entirely. As a 
result, said Mr Hyun, most diplomats pre- 
ferred to keep their mouths shut. 


Mr Hyun, who is now based m^So] 
Korea, pressed for a tm&ex.m**} 
to North Korea. “Humanism* good I 
aid based on humanism will only mama 
the system." He argued that North Koi 
must be forced into much more rad* 
change. “The only way of savini the Noi 
Korean people from disaster ii to chan 
die. leadership.” — Stev fCruwsft 


ri Star witness refuses 


to damn Winnie 










Albertina Sisulu was 
billed as the witness with 


gtan 

shah 

reta 

indu 


the key to Winnie 
Mandela's downfall. Mary 
Braid in Johannesburg 
says her contribution 
was stunning, but not in 
the way expected. 


Hunif Vhliy. the Truth and Rec- 
onciliation Commission inves- 
igator, seemed completely 
Tabbergasled. “I wasn’t ex- 
acting this," he said, fumbling 
or his next question. Neither - 
<vith perhaps a few notable ex- 
xptions - was anyone else. 

Yesterday was the sixth day 
)f hearings into allegations that 
VI ts Mandela a ad her notorious 
vlandela United Football Club 
:ommitted at least six murders 
md an array of assaults in the 
ate 19S0s. 

The evidence has piled up to 
support the theoiy that Mrs 
vlandela murdered Soweto 
lector Abu-Baker Asvat in Jan- 
lary 1989 because he knew too 
nuch about her alleged in- 
otvement in the murder of a 
4-year-old activist, Slompie 
ieipei Moeketsi, four weeks 
previously. 

But Mrs Sisulu yesLerday 
mocked a hole in that one. She 
•ompletely withdrew the infor- 
nation that damned Mrs Man- 
lela, which she recently 
provided for the BBC docu- 
nentary Katiza 's Journey. 

Mrs Sisulu, the nurse to Or 
Vsvat's surgery, yesterday de- 
tied that the writing on a cru- 


cial patient record card was 
hers. If verified, the card, be- 
longing to Katiza Cebekulu - 
the so-called missing witness in 
the Winnie scandal - would 
have completely undermined 
Mrs Mandela's alibi in the 
Stompie case. 

There was more disap- 
pointment for Dr Asvat s fam- 
ily and Stompie Seipei's mother, 
Joyce, who have put their faith 
in the TRG Mrs Sisulu said she 
had no knowledge of a "volcanic 
row” alleged to have erupted 
between Mrs Mandela and Dr 
Asvat hours before bis murder. 

Mrs Sisulu gave an emo- 
tional account of how she heard 
two shots and Dr Asvat's 
scream before finding him lying 
in his consulting room bleeding 
from his chest and gasping for 
breath. Mrs Sisulu claimed she 
and the doctor were like moth- 
er and son. But she said that if 
he had trouble with Mrs Man- 
dela he never told her. 

Like other ANC figures who 
have testified. Mrs Sisulu 
seemed evasive. She was unable 
to explain the discrepancy be- 
tween what she told the BBC 
and her evidence yesterday. 

TRC Commissioner Dumisa 
Ntsebeza was the only one with 
the courage to take on an icon. 
He suggested Mis Sisulu, like 
other ANC members, was 
hedging on anything that would 
implicate Mrs Mandela. 

“Is it because the Mandeb 
and Sisulu families have come 
along way together-?" he asked, 
referring to her husband Whitens 
lifelong journey with President 
Nelson Mandela, and her own 


friendship, long ago soured, 
with Mis Mandela. “Is it because 
you wouldn't like to be the one 
identified in South African his- 
tory to speak about your com- 
rade _. as being involved in the 
death of Dr Asvat?" 

Mr Ntsebeza was rewarded 
with tears and angry indigna- 
tion. Mis Sisulu reeled off her 
long years of sacrifice for the 
movement. “I am not here to 
tell lies," she said bitterly. Even 
Mr Ntsebeza had not the stom- 
ach to continue. 

Yesterday's hearing was 
marred by many allegations - 
from Commission investigators 
and those called to testify wit- 
nesses - that Mrs Mandeb was 
intimidating witnesses. TRC in- 
vestigators have been told by po- 
tential witnesses that they have 
been visited by “Mama" or 
called to her Soweto home. One 
of those witnesses was last night 
proving “difficult to locate." 

At the end of yesterday’s 
hearing few would have haz- 
arded a guess as to the behind- 
the-scenes political 

machinations. If the ANC lead- 
ership is hanging Mrs Mandela 
out to dry - it opposes her stand- 
ing for deputy leadership of the 
party later this month - why did 
the ANC’s Mathews Phosa, the 
first senior member to show 
support, turn up yesterday*? 

More galling still is the ques- 
tion why did he choose to kiss 
Mrs Mandeb immediately af- 
ter a tearful witness claimed Mrs 
Mandeb bad ordered Dr As- 
vat’s murder. The Asvat fami- 
ly were still weeping when the 
embrace took place. 
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A woman suffering from river blindness, one of the pictures in a two-week exhibition at Liverpool’s Anglican Cathedral Photograph: Tom Stodc 


Short draws attention to Africa's scourge of river blindness 


River blindness is the fourth 
most common cause of blind- 
ness in the world. Seventeen 
million Africans are infected 
with the disease. And yet. it can 
easily be be controlled. A rel- 
atively simple treatment - a 
tablet taken annualty-eanstop 
the disease in its tracks. 


A week-long series of in- 
ternational meetings began in 
Liverpool yesterday to address 
the problems of riv er blindness, 
in the hope of extending the 
existing control programme. 

The programme is already 
one of the World Health Or- 
ganisation's largesi projects. 


Eleven African countries form 
part of the programme; 19 
more, which are also affected 
by river blindness, do not. 

Clare Short. Secretaiy of 
State for International Devel- 
opment. opened an exhibition 
by the prize-winning photog- 
rapher Tom Stoddan showing 


the impact of the disease and 
the efforts to contain it. 

Ms Short said the cam- 
paign was “an example of what 
can be achieved when there is 
a clear focus, determined ef- 
fort and tree partnership". 

The exhibition is organ- 
ised by the charity. Sight Savers 


International, which funded 
early research into the project 
— Steve Crowshow 

• Sight Savers River Blindness 
Exhibition, Liverpool Angfican 
Cathedral until 14 Decanter. 

• Sight Savers International 
Haywards Heath, Bfesr Su&ex 
RH15 4BX. 01444 412424 V 
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Sivap It Up! 



Porn crusaders have 
Internet in their sights 


Pupil shoots 
classmates 


w 


The New Vi/flerx PIC 233 

233MHz Pentium* il Processor based system 
with FREE Digital Camera worth £349. 


pentiunrR 


Several of the biggest US online 
and media companies were 
queuing up yesterday to offer 
curbs on obscene material on the 
Internet. Mary Dejevsky in 
Washington says their offers were 
designed to fend off calls for 
compulsory regulation. 


£1399 


*IC 233 features the newly launched 


ocessor - the fastest and most 


jeessor on the market today, 
re, for a limited period only, we 
FREE Casio digital camera (worth 
a PC connection kit and photo ^ 



feet family PC combination. You get 


r vou and your family could possibly 


camera that lets you see pictures 


instantly. And with the PC 


connection kit, you can transfer 


y „«. - , o a rards, postcards, desktop publishing 

^ and even websites. To snap up this limited offer, call Viglen direct today. 
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The sudden rush b> such giants as the Wall 
Disney Co and America Online to propose 
their own. voluntary, policing of the Internet 
was timed to coincide with the opening of 
a high-profile national “summit" on the 
Internet and children. The voter-appeal of 
the subject in an .America where the idea 
- if not the fact - of family values is sacro- 
sanct and where children are among the 
most computer-literate in the world, can 
hardly be overestimated. 

Companies involved, either through 
sponsorship or participation in the con- 
ference, include Microsoft and Tune Warn- 
er. major telecommunications groups like 
AT&T and MCI. a clutch of “Moral Ma- 
jority" groups concerned with the welfare 
of children. 

The politicians have been swift to jump 
on the bandwagon. Among the speakers at 
the three-day “summit" in Washington are 
Vice-President A1 Gore, who recently 
passed up a lunchtime speaking engage- 
ment on global warming in favour of pos- 
ing for the cameras with a V-chip (the device 
that bars access to suspect computer ma- 
terial) -and the Republican Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, Newt Gingrich. 

No politician who has an eye on elec- 
tion, or re-election, can afford to appear 
indifferent to an issue that has worked the 
millions of Middle American churchgoers 
and their Southern Baptist counterparts into 
a lather of indignation. 


For parents, especially those living in the 
salubrious suburbs of big cities, the Inter- 
net represents a new threat, and one they 
feel ill-equipped to counter. Having moved 
out of the city to provide their children with 
safe surroundings, good schools and whole- 
some values, thev* see the Internet as the 
channel of a hostile incursion that they may 
be unable to control. They want their child 
to have a computer, because they have been 
told that computer literacy is a prerequi- 
site for educational success, yet their chil- 
dren's facility with new technology, which 
often surpasses their own, makes them un- 
easy about what they may see. 

Already, there are a series of blocking 
mechanisms that parents can use to limit 
or monitor children’s access to the Inter- 
net One parent of an 1 1 -year-old girl writ- 
ing in the Washington Post yesterday, 
complained his daughter regularly re- 
ceived obscene messages sent to her e-mail 
address. But he was reluctant to restrict 
messages to an approved list of senders as 
her old friends might not be able to find 
her e-mail address. 

America Online — appreciating that this 
week’s conference will draw attention to the 
problem - is posting on its introductory page 
options that include restricting access by, 
for example, age-range. 

Many parents, however, believe that 
such safeguards are insufficient. They 
want to make Online companies criminal- 
ly liable for disseminating obscene mate- 
rial to minors. 

A law to that effect was overturned this 
summer by a landmark judgment of the 
Supreme Court, which ruled that the 
interests of free speech overrode those of 
protecting one group of the population. 

That decision, however, only inspired the 
pro-family groups and others to continue 
their fight for stronger controls, as well as 
providing the impetus for this week’s 
conference. 


Eight students were woundfl, 
some critically, in a barrageif 
gunfire in the lobby of a wet 
ern Kentucky high school yd 
terday. The students we$ 
taking part in prayers at Hedj 
High School when another sii 
dent apparently opened fie* 
WKYX radio reported. 

The suspect was arresd 
immediately after the shootg. 
Eight students were re pond 
admitted at hospitals in neajy 
Paducah. One boy was adrt- 
ted for bey emergency suigw. 

— Aft West Poduift 


US urged to 
defend cities 


The US should reorientates 
defence effort to ooncentratcr 
smaller, more flexible and. 
tech operations, a new repf 
says, and cater for possible: 
tacks on major US cities. 

The recommendations ; 
made by the National Defex 
Panel, a joint militaiy-civilj 
group charged by the US Cc 
gress with reviewing the cat 
try's defence priorities to 
The report questions sevei 
cherished military procureme 
programmes and calls for dos 
coordination between the di 
ferent arms of the military. 

The proposals conflict’wil 

the thrust of the military’s ow 
Quadrennial Defence Review 
which was completed this sprin 
and presage a hard-fought bat 
tie over the future structure O 
the US armed forces. 

— Mary Dejevsky Washington 


For more ii\forn\atioiv or to place 
your order Tel 099 ^ 39 39 39 


pin - 4 pm Weekdays jaw - IP" Snaidav tnun - apn Sindaya. Calls charged at national lata 


fa* 0 l 8 l 758 7080 

web http://www.vigten.co.uk 


Warn Halted, min none, aipenao Lean, Npwlon. " Maltese lua 1 DJL 


H^oinpAiMMHkoly^LddadlMUdMI^aMMaeMilpMMmdHtSiMHBitilraaiiUlrillMCmAnlbMSlAUasBlItWaM 
■V. PodD-ihpi*rai«iMMBMafW^I>inalnU>llaid4MaMi"itkMrttHlMceisinfPlnrfBHiBina llf ■ ll idnhtii.a-1 -^ 

proed Kkpac radtft "tod k itdH UB UK 45 M—d kt « ■■M j H I .H W tl DJVi tip* Ucfltf r. I icuul nU bate 


Great 

Mii\ds 

TKiixk 


Russia holds American businessman on spying charges 




Vujlerv 


Tie United States’ grudging re- 
sponse to Moscow’s interven- 
tion in the Iraq crisis has 
injected a seasonal frostiness 
into relations between the for- 
mer Cold War foes, but yester- 
day the chill deepened with the 
announcement that an Ameri- 
can is being held in Russia on 
spying charges. 

The man was arrested a 


week ago by agents from Rus- 
sia's Federal Security Service 
(FSB), who claim he was found 
taking land surveys of sensitive 
sites using satellite transmitters 
which had been brought into 
Russian illegally. Publicity sur- 
rounding the arrest of the 
American - named by the 
Russians as Richard Bliss, a 
businessman from a communi- 


cations company based in San 
Diego, California - prompted 
an immediate rebuttal from 
the US embassy in Moscow. 

A spokesman said he had no 
connection with the US govern- 
ment and was “certainly not a 

spy -The spokesman confirmed 

that a second American had 
been questioned and released. 
This is the first instance of 


spying allegations being lev- 
elled at a US citizen since Au- 
gust 1995. when a US annv 
captain was deported. Accord- 
ing to the Russian news agency 
Interfax, Mr Bliss is accused of 
obtaining secret information 
about buildings in Rostov and 
nearby Bataisk, while allegedly 
doing survey work. 

Phil Reeves, Moscow 


T 



:s* 


iscu 


1 -. . .*■ 

4 C ■ 


-IlS 


.•V 







% 


17/HEALTH 


THE INDEPENDENT 
TUESDAY 2 DECEMBER 1««»7 

17 


Here’s a new way to feed toddlers that takes 
the biscuit (for ’biscuit’, read ’broccoli’) 


Looking for a challenge? Climb 
Everest? Do a degree in 
astrophysics? How about 
'persuade toddlers to eat 
vegetables*. It reduces the most 
-Itiofial and competent parents 
3 jabbering stupidity and leaves 
ne kids full of crisps and 
diocolates. A very bad thing 
indeed. Now, as Scrra/i Lonsdale, 
reports, help is really at hand. 


Natasha Chamberlain, a teacher and the 
mother of hro-and-a-half-year-old Thomas 
is a normal, sane, rational human being. But 
when it comes to getting her son to eat a 
proper meal she becomes, as she herself 
admits, “a headless chicken”. 

“Mealtime gradually degenerates into 
she says. “We start off quite sensi- 
bfjLhfcnough, but at his first refusal of food, 

I bring out a selection of books which I start 
reading to him to try and distract him. That 
works for a few more bites and then he 
decides to get down and I end up chasing 
him round the kitchen with spoonfuls of 
food He finds this quite amusing and stops 
to take a bite eveiy so often. After a bit he 
refuses even this and I end up bribing him 
with the promise of chocolate buttons.” 

Michaela Hallworthy, mother of Enrico, 
also two, lines up a menagerie of plastic farm 
and zoo animals, which all have to be fed 
before Enrico accepts a bite. “If this doesn't 
work I have to threaten to eat his supper 
myself and sometimes I end up eating most 
of his meal, which he finds very funny and 
no doubt very satisfying,” she says. 

It may sound bizarre, especially to 
who have not tried to feed a toddler 
'"-Cently. But it is all too common and rather 
’ disturbing. There is growing concern about 
the amount of junk food children cat today 
and the knowledge that establishing healthy 
eating habits early can prevent heart dis- 
ease and other ailments in later life. And 
the converse is, of course, that it is parents 
who are failing to establish these habits. 

But help is at hand. Over the past five 
years a team of psychologists from the Uni- 
versity of Wales at Bangor has been at work 
on the project and -the results, to be pub- 
lished next spring, have been nothing 
short of spectacular. They have managed 
to get young children so enthusiastic about 
fruit and vegetables that not only at meal- 
times do the children eat all their greens, 
but when offered healthy snacks alongside 
chocolate and crisps, the children now 
choose the healthy snacks. What's more, 
on supermarket shopping expeditions. 75 
per cent of parents reported that their con- 
■ . led children asked them specifically to 
rally fruits and vegetables they had never 
requested before including oranges, apri- 
cots, kiwi fruit, beans, broccoli, cucumber 
and even the dreaded spinach. 

“We started from the rather optimistic 
assumption that almost any child can learn 
to cat almost any food," says Professor Fer- 
gus Lowe, head of the school of Psychol- 
ogy at Bangor. “That is, although there are 
some biological constraints - children do 
have a predisposition to favour sweet and 
salty fiuxls - eating is a fundamentally 
learned behaviour." He uses as an exam- 
ple the fact that children of South Amer- 
ican Indians are perfectly happy eating 
monkeys, grubs, bees and head! ice because 
that is what they have learned to eat along- 
side (heir parents. 

C The average British school child's diet 
hto long given cause for concern. Surveys 
regularly report that children eat too much 
' junk food and saturated fats and not 
enough fresh fruit and vegetables. British 
children are getting heavier and fatter and 
are coming this extra weight into adulthood, 
leading to an increasing propensity for peo- 
ple to suffer from cardiovascular disease and 
cancer. The latest National Diet and Nu- 
trition Survey for pre-schoolers, published 
in 1994. revealed that many toddlers suf- 
fer from vitamin deficiencies because of the 
lack of fresh greens in their diets. The sur- 
vcv revealed that the foods eaten by 70 per 



Changing tastes: with a Food Dudes video as a starter, scenes like this could soon be a thing of the past 


cent of the children surveyed were biscuits, 
while bread, soft drinks, savoury snack s. 
chips and confeclionety. Less than a quar- 
ter of the children ate raw vegetables and 
salad. In addition, the survey revealed that 
in the 30 years since the last comparable 
survey children have become heavier. 

“Even the most responsible and care- 
ful parent has trouble persuading their child 
to eat the right son of food," says Profes- 
sor Lowe. “The trouble is that junk foods, 
sweets and salty snacks are so widely 
available that it is impossible to keep one's 
toddler away from them." 

Professor Jane Wardle, a psychologist 
at University College London's Health 
Behaviour Unit, is also working on the 
toddler-feeding problem and whether the 
parent's attitude towards the child's eating 
has an effect on how the child approaches 
the meal. 

“Wi: have conducted studies to show that 
the offer of rewards for eating vegetables 
has a detrimental effect on the child's per- 
ception of the food." she says. “Children 
who were offered a slicker for eating their 
vegetables up would cat the food but when 
the offer of a reward was withdrawn, the 
consumption of the vegetables immediately 
declined. It was as if the offer of the reward 
somehow sent a message to the child that 
the vegetable was not worth eating for its 
own sake." 

She also says that distraction - reading 
hooks, singing, feeding cuddly toys and 
other animals - is also counter-productive: 
it devalues the action of eating the food. 

“Parents complain about the vicious cir- 
cle they get into - a child refuses lunch, con- 


taining a good balance of vegetables, fruit, 
carbohydrates and protein. The child then 
gels hungry and ratty in the afternoon so 
the parent gives them a biscuit or a cake, 
thus ruining their appetite for a healthy 
meal in the evening." 

She says that after about the age of two, 
a reasonably growing child should have very 
little fat on them, and should remain 
skinny until the age of about seven, when 
they start to accumulate fat again. “The later 


TODDLER FEEDING 
DOS AND DON'TS 


• Do not offer rewards or bribes for 
eating food, unless as part of a sys- 
tem such as the Food Dudes. 

• Do not try to distract the child by 
singing songs or reading books. 

• Never force a child to cal some- 
thing he or she doesn't want Calmly 
remove the plate and try again at a 
later time. 

• Do not offer a toddler who has 
refused lunch a biscuit in the middle 
of the afternoon. Try again with the 
refused lunch or a healthy snack such 
as an apple. 

• Do not lake “1 hate broccoli" as 
written in stone. WbaL a toddler 
hates one day he may love the next. 

• If a toddler is really difficult about 
vegetables try with the sweeter ones 
such as peas, carrots and parsnips first. 


a child starts to put fat on again, the more 
chance they have of becoming a slim 
adult" She added that because children are 
fatter than 30 years ago, parents worry that 
their four-year-old is skinny, if his friends 
are afi on the chubby skle. But a sltinny four- 
year-old should be the norm she says. 

So, how can we get our toddlers to eat 
their greens? Enter the Food Dudes, a cre- 
ation of the team at Bangor. These super 
heroes, cartoon children led by the fear- 
less Jasper, are depicted in videos fighting 
the forces of evD in the form of the Junk 
Food Junta. Children in the Bangor study, 
whose uptake of fruit and vegetables was 
sometimes as low as 1 per cent, were asked 
to watch the videos before mealtime, then 
offered some of the food used in the video. 
The Food Dudes enthusiastically ate a va- 
riety of vegetables and fruit including kiwi 
fruit, celery and blackeye beans and ex- 
horted the viewer to do likewise in their 
struggle against the Junk Food Junta. In 
return, the children were offered rewards, 
such as Food Dude caps, lunch boxes and 
T-shirts if they ate 75 per cent of the tar- 
get food. 

“The results were astonishing," says Pro- 
fessor Lowe. “In each case, the consump- 
tion of the target food, often refused 
before, rose to 100 percent. One child, for 
example, who before watching the video 
had claimed: T don't like kiwi, I hate kiwi’, 
and pushed the plate away, after watching 
the video not only ate all the fruit up, but 
was caught trying to steal an extra kiwi fruit 
from her mother's fruit store.” More im- 
portantly, six months after the trial, con- 
sumption of kiwi fruit was at 80 per cent. 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


and even consumption of celery and beans 
was at about 33 per cent - for higher than 
before the triaL 

The team operated a control mechanism 
where the rewards were offered without the 
child watching the video, and where the 
child watched the video without being 
offered a reward. In each case, the results 
were far less satisfactory than when the 
video and rewards were used in combina- 
tion. “We have seen that offering rewards, 
or bribes in isolation, do not work. But if 
they are offered as part of an entire sys- 
tem, using these peer models to whom the 
children relate to, then they do work,” says 
Professor Lowe. 

One child involved in the study, six-year- 
old Marec Kennett, now actually asks his 
mother Janina to buy spinach for him at 
the supermarket. 

“Before we got involved, Marec was early 
really enthusiastic about a narrow range of 
fruit such as satsumas and bananas. He 
didn’t really want to try new vegetables, 
which meant I was limited in what I gave 
him,” says Janina, who admits she was scep- 
tical about the Food Dudes. “The change 
was almost overnight. And because Marec 
was asking for a wider variety of fruit and 
vegetables sucb as apricots, prunes, green 
beans and mango, the whole family has ben- 
efited. I thought he would get bored with 
the video, but no. Every night he would 
chant the song: “If I eat my fruit tonight. 
General Junk will get a fright.” 

The Bangor team are now working with schools 
and the Government to see how the Food 
Dudes can be made enxtilable nationwide. 


The secret’s in 
the fingertips 

jufta Kaminski had no idea 
what a physiotherapist 
could do for her, until she 
discovered Greg... 


Dear Greg, 

I just wanted you to know that I 
danced last Friday, for the first time 
in six months. I know you'll be pleased, 
because it’s all thanks to you. 

When I limped into your pbysio de- 
partment a few weeks ago, ray anterior 
cruciate ligament tom, my confidence 
in tatters and my sex appeal down the 
drain, one of the first things you asked 
me was what did I want to achieve? Did 
I want to play sports again? Did I want 
to ski again? (A resounding no, since 
a bad fall was what got me into this 
mess.) 1 wanted to dance, I told you. . . 

So you set to work, a little massage 
oil here, a length of masking tape there, 
and put me to work on the cycle and 
the wobble board. You waved a plas- 
tic knee at me and explained how it 
works, and told me what I'd done and 
why I would never be whole again, and 
what I could expect if I worked hard 

Until this time, my knowledge of 
what physios do had been sketchy, to 
say the least I knew they manipulat- 
ed joints, that they were often brought 
in to work on post-operative pa- 
tients. like myself, but that was h. You 
explained bow misunderstood is the 
poor old physio: how they can cure 
back and neck problems; correct al- 
most every mechanical fault in the i 
body; ease the suffering of arthritis; 
solve mysterious cases of RSI (repet- 
itive strain injury); get people mobile : 
again after surgery and months in (das- I 
ter or on crutches. I met the young lads 
with knee injuries like mine, desper- 
ate to get back on the football field 
Imet elderly people who had endured 
amputations after blood clots or ac- 
cidents, being re-educated to make 
them as mobile as possible. This was - 
a real eye-opener, for it is easy to for- 
get that this happens here, too, and 
is not just the vile result of landmines 
in some distant war zone. 

You put masking tape on my 
chunky knee and made me walk in 
front of a mirror, critical of every step. 
But you knew exactly what would hud, 
and where, and how much, and l quick- 
ly learned that in your expert hands 
the pain eased rapidly. Through mas- 
sage and manipulation, you got my 
wooden leg working again. Before 
long, I was using the trampoline. 
With any luck and a lot of hard work, 
you told me, I may never have to face 
the big ligament-reconstruction that 
leaves you with a scar about a foot long. 

My knee will never be perfect, so 
I have to compensate for the lost lig- 
ament by building up the quads and 
hamstrings, and this means exercising 
fiercely several times a week, for the 
rest of my life. You told me I would 
still have to frequent the gym even 
when I'm 60. 

What joy when, on only my third 
visit, I left my crutches and my limp 
at home. Only a few weeks later, and 
I was cycling, lifting weights with my 
legs, bouncing up and down on the 
trampoline, and the elderly patients 
were saying I looked about ready for 
the marathon. And I knew I couldn't 
have done it without you. 

You told me once about how you 
got your hands on Baby Spice while 
standing in for a sick friend in private 
practice. In the NHS, yon only get fall- 
en skiers like me. 

I asked you once if it ever got de- 
pressing. No, you said, when you see 
how much help you can give patients, 
it makes it all worthwhile, and when 
you’re feeling sorry for yourself be- 
cause your rugby isn't going well, you 
look around and realise bow lucky you 
are to be healthy (aside from the odd 
broken nose). 

So I just wanted to tell you, dear 
physio, that you've given me back my 
knee and my confidence, and nerf time 
I’m out dancing. I'll drink a toast to 
your health. 

Love.JuBa 



Road rage might make you nicer to your wife. Me, I prefer a subtler form of anger management 


DR PHIL 
HAMMOND 


“People keep blathering on 
about how awful road rage is. 
Well, I need it. It's an essential 
part of my life. It gets out all of 
my frustration at the end of the 
day. If I don’t get the chance to 
wind down the window and yell 
•for * * * **s sake, you dozy cow’ 
on the way home. I take it out 
on my wife. It ruins the whole 
evening. But if I've had a good 
rant. I’m as sweet as pie. I've 
banged on a few roofs, but I've 
never hit anyone or forced a car 
off the road. So what’s the 
problem?” 

My mate Bob secs his road 
rage as some sort of necessary 
catharsis, and on the Tew occa- 
sions l‘ve driven with him. I’ve 
wished 1 hadn't Irunieally.it was 
the same Bob who cured me of 
the delusion that the expression 


of aggression was a good tiling. 

For as long as I can re- 
member. I’ve been prone to 
bouts of violent temper. I 
blame the red hair; my moth- 
er thinks it was because our dad 
died when wc were kids. What- 
ever the cause, I swallowed 
Freuds view that aggression, 
like flatus, was better out than 
in. Allow it to damn up, and 
mental illness results. So 1 look 
up rugby. 

Being ludicrously short-sight- 
ed, 1 hud no fear and 1 waded 
in recklessly. 1 had my nose bro- 
ken several times, but usually felt 
belter for it. At Girton, the team 
consisted of 14 swnitv myopics 
who had to be pointed in the 
right direction and Bob, who had 
somehow got into Cambridge 
with his eyesight intact 


We won a surprising num- 
ber of matches given the haze 
wc were playing in, and start- 
ed an unsurprising number of 
fights given that we couldn't see 
what we were treading on. 

In the second year, I was 
made captain and wore contact 
lenses so I could greet the op- 
posing captain and rally the 
troops. 1 look it very seriously, 
but Bob took the piss. When I 
tried to lead the Girton haka, 
a deeply spiritual and skeletal- 
ly impossible warm-up exercise 
that involved stamping your feet 
and punching the air simulta- 
neously. Bob stood outside the 
ciide, fag in hand, and laughed. 
What hope has a team got 
when it can’t even show respect 
for its own haka? 

From that day, the bubble 


was burst Bob convinced me 
that I looked like a jerk when 
I tried to get angry, and I con- 
vinced myself that playing in 
contact lenses was a lot more 
scary because you could spot 
the hard bastard on the other 
side. T didn't stop playing rug- 
by, but I could never gel into 
it in the same way. When I 
moved to St Thomas's, the 
captain tried to rouse us with 
“if we lose today, we’ll have to 
live with that defeat" speech 
and I laughed. 1 wasn't select- 
ed after that. 

1 thought I'd miss the Sat- 
urday afternoon violence and 
take it out on other people, but 
1 didn't I dabbled with satire 
(Freud's “socially acceptable 
sublimation of aggression”) 
and read up on anger. There's 


no evidence that expending 
your aggression on a sport’s 
field or in a car makes you any 
less aggressive when you’ve 
finished. On the contrary, ag- 
gression just seems to breed 
more aggression. Those who in- 
dulge in contact sports exhibit 
far more daily aggression in sea- 
son than out of it Hie reason 
they find it cathartic is not be- 
cause legally controlled violence 
makes you mellow afterwards 
- it doesn't - but simply that 
they enjoy being aggressive. 

Road rage isn't legal or con- 
trolled, but I suspect there arc 
a fair few people like Bob who 
do it because they get a kick out 
of it, and they know that iF they 
take it out on a complete 
stranger, they probably won't 
have to face the repercussions. 


Bob isn't a doctor but he docs 
a bloody stressful job. So had 
he tried anger management? 
“What, you mean pulling into 
a lay-by and listening to Radio 
3? Sod off. Fm very happy 
with the way 1 manage my 
anger as it is.” 

As for me, Fve found a bril- 
liant solution to road rage. It's 
called artificial saliva, avail- 
able over the counter for peo- 
ple without much real saliva. It’s 
great for public speaking, when 
one end of your gut goes dry 
and the other end goes moist, 
and when you squirt it on your 
tongue it actually tastes like 
someone's spat in your mouth. 

But best of all, I keep it in 
the glove compartment for 
when someone cuts me up. In- 
stead of ramming them or 


swearing or doing anything 
that might reflect badly on my 
profession, I calmly lower my 
window and fire off a few 
squirts, without a hint of anger. 
Virtual gobbing. You know it 
makes sense. 


jjyh fa. SAD is Seasonal 
Affective Disorder 
or Winter 
Depression 

an information pack about 
SAD and details of light 
therapy and ou r exclusive 
system. 

please get in touch, J 

OutsUB In. ptx Body CAx* Compsay), 
^gWng^gn*idft«CB3 7BR 
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18/VISUAl. ARTS 


Don’t believe all they say. 
Hermann Nitsch loves 
animals. He really, really 
does. He especially loves 
cutting them open and 
plunging his hands deep 
inside. It gives him the 
same feeling, he says, as 
listening to Beethoven or 
Bach: ‘Stars, planets and 
suns.’ Imogen O’Rorke meets 
a master of mysteries. 


There is some sort of orgy go- 
ing on in the ICA's Nash room. 
Members of the public, pista- 
chio-munching and Merlot- 
swiUing, are crowding in. drawn 
by the marching beat of the 
snare drum and crescendoing 
zombie vocals emanating from 
TV screens at the back. 

On the left monitor, a man 
swaddled in white is being car- 
ried to the foot, or rather bead, 
of an eviscerated and crucified 
lamb. On the right, a table is be- 
ing prepared for a Dionysian 
feast: grapes, tomatoes and fish 
ore rent apart and brilliant 
paint is poured on: and, in the 
centre, someone posing as St Se- 
bastian has entrails strapped to 
his side with bandages, which 
are then poked about while 
more body fluids, blood and 
wine are poured on. This stuff 
makes Damien Hirst look pos- 
itively boil-in-lhe-bag. 

A little man in black with a 
long beard is darting about, co- 
ordinating this extraordinary 
mass, which he calls ‘‘The Or- 
gies Mysteries Theatre” He is 
Hermann Nitsch, the artist 
whose “action painting” was 
considered so dangerous by 
the city of Vienna in Lbe Sixties 
that he was thrown into prison 
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‘I take upon myself the passion and the hysteria 
of the sacrifice so that you are spared* 


several times for crimes of in- 
decency. He is now, of course, 
a national treasure. 

The return of one of the art 
world's most extreme extremists 
to London (the last time he vis- 
ited, in 1966, his performance 
outside the ICA was broken up 
by the police and the curators 
were prosecuted) has brought 
together Nitsch aficionados 
from all over to bear him talk: 
some dedicated followers of his 
creed, others just heard a ru- 
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mour that some guy had 
planned bis own crucifixion and 
came along out of curiosity. 

When Nitsch first preached 
his doctrine of “abreaction" 
(the unblocking of repressed en- 
ergies) through the theatre of 
cruelty in 1962, most people’s 
experience of violence and sen- 
sual gratification was limited to 
Westerns and Mills and Boon. 

“I take upon myself the ap- 
parently negative, unsavoury, 
perverse, obscene, the passion 
and the hysteria of the sacrifice 
so that you are spared the sul- 
lying, shaming and descent into 
the extreme," he declared. Bap- 
tist-like. (More recent mani- 
festos have taken on a 
Christ/Kurtz-like dimension: “I 
AM THE PAINTER who 
SLAUGHTERS and HUNTS 
the ANIMAL FOR YOU”.) 
The same year he made the 
headlines with fellow Vienna 
Aciionists Otto Muhl and 
Gunter Brus when all three 
walled themselves up in a cel- 
lar for three days with aJcohoL 


sculpture materials and a cru- 
cified lamb. 

The time is right to unleash 
Nitsch again. The now world-fa- 
mous artist has chosen an "un- 
derground” gallery in London's 
Old Street for the retrospective. 
It is 35 years after the ICA's fat- 
ed “Destruction in the Arts" 
show and the institute is host- 
ing a new "Violence and the 
Arts” conference this month 
(note “violence" and "arts" 
now go hand in hand). The 
question is. have attitudes to 
censorship changed that much? 

Could it be that larger art es- 
tablishments are still frightened 
off by the inflammatory conteat 
(entrails, mutilated genitalia, 
urine, aborted foe t uses J of 
N itseb's work? Previous con- 
tracts - one from the National 
Gallery of Scotland, another to 
mount a production of Mass- 
enet’s Herodiadc (a version of the 
Salome story) at the Royal 
Opera House - have been pulled 
due to last-minute panics. 

Nitsch believes his work is 


“misunderstood" in 1W more 
than ever. Modern-day activists 
regard him as a butcher and a 
sadist and yet. he insists. he 
“luffs ' animals. He is poised on 
a wooden chair at the Under- 
wood Street gallery with a flow- 
ing grey beard, his belly rising 
and falling heavily in his morn- 
ing suit after an afternoon nap. 
looking more like Van Gogh's 
postman than the scourge of the 
Daily Mail reader. 

Endearingly, even, he lists 
the animals at his farm in 
Prinzendorf. Austria: "two 
dankey, cows, sheeps, peacock, 
geese.. .” He stresses that 9t.t per 
cent of the animals he uses are 
slaughtered at their natural age 
and humanely. He rails at the 
meat factories ("very' bad 
places” ) where animals are de- 
prived of light. 

Nitsch is pro-life in the pa- 
gan sense. “What I do is create 
a great feast. A feast of life. " he 
says boisterously. “I believe an 
artist is like a priest. That’s why 
I wear black. 1 am alwavs hill of 


jokes. I like to eat- drink and luff 
Living a life of the moment - 
that's my religion." A 20th-ceo- 
lury Dionysus? “Ja\\ Except 
Dionysus is more than a god Its 
a... structure, philosophy." 

He describes a moment of 
Eucharistic “mysticism" when 
he puis his bands deep into the 
cavity of the slaughtered animal 
(a metaphor for setting free the 
animal in man). “It’s the same 
as when I listen to Bach, Bruck- 
ner or Beethoven... as King 
Oedipus when he comes, his 
eyes streaming, screaming and 
crying - then he is a man like 
Jesus Christ. Then I have the 
feeling of the whole world, 
stars, planets and suns. Art can 
do this." 

Nitsch was brought up in the 
small Catholic village of 
Prinzendorf and had an early in- 
terest in religion, later poetry. 
He suffered during the war. 
when he was six. Vienna was 
bombed by the "enemy” and the 
middle-class life he knew was ut- 
terly destroyed. An English cu- 


rator, in the dock on charges of 
indecency, was later to defend 
Nitsch's work as an attempt to 
expiate Nazi guilt. 

Since the war. Nitsch, a 
staunch pacifist, has waged his 
own war against politicians and 
everything “mediocre, luke- 
warm and cosy” about modem 
life. “I want people to wake up 
to their subconscious,” he says. 
“Most are dreaming.” The in- 
scription on his £300 book The 
Fall of Jerusalem reads “In times 
without wars, it’s necessary to 
create them in tragedies". 

Just as the central paradox 
of Nitsch’s work is the celebra- 
tion of life through the patho- 
logical performance, so the 
tumescent irony of his artistic 
life is that he has often been mis- 
taken for a sort of S&M black 
pope (after the style of Anton 
Szandor La \fey) rather than the 
leader of fertility rites (in the 
style of Father Christmas) he 
would truly appear to be. 

His work is saturated with the 
philosophy of Nietzsche, Jung, 


Freud, Eastern a^/stxisttLipoGr 
itivism and cosmicphikwophy. 
“Luff" is las ultimate go£, be 
says, and “understandings the 
broad spectnun of ‘luff-r jay to 
tragedy and Heaven undHdT. 
He counts among his fans sev- 
eral Catholic priests who are 

only too happy to ddribithfife^ 
messy Crucifixions above their 
altars. 

Nitsch is no advocate of cin- 
ematic violence. "The way they 
kin on television is a nonsense. 

It is pretty and dean -you can 
eat and drink to it," he says. It 
lacks catharsis. “In my work you 
smell the entrails and blood and 
wine. I have never known peo- 
ple to become aggressive after 
my shows." 

Nitsch is planning to perform 
his famous six-day “action" 
next summer. It promises to do 
for blood what Glastonbury 
did for mud last year.' He thinks 
a society that “represses ag- 
gression” needs his macabn 
theatre more than ever. Pae _ r 
dophilia. necrophilia are all ac- V 
ccptable territory. “It is 
necessary that the artist speaks 
very, very loudly' about these 
things. Science and art should 
show everything. Everything." 

It is not a question of morality. 

Nitsch has not yet realised his 
dream of practising his art on 
human cadavers (in this, his fol- 
lowers are more radical - one 
boasted after the ICA talk that 
he had used real corpses). Nor 
would he ever consider taking 
a human life: “Looking at war 
photography is where my 
voyeurism ends," he says. 

As for the rumours about his 
own crucifixion. Nitsch laughs so 
much he has to have a glass or 
water. “If I hurt so much a& a lit- 
tle bit. I would give up the ar ; .ji 
straight away. In this, I think, th^ w 
journalists are more radios 
than the artist!" he jokes. H. 
has. however, generously vol- 
unteered his body “for young 
British artists” after his death. 
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Hermann Nitsch's work is on 
show at 30 Underwood Street, 
London JVI to February 1WS. 


Beatle fan who still has fairies at the bottom of his garden 


As the Royal Academy's 
current show celebrates 
the Victorian age's 
fascination with fairies, 
Andrew Lambirth talks to 
Peter Blake, an artist 
who is unashamed to 
admit that he still 
believes in them. 


The man who so memorably . 
designed the Sgt Pepper album 
cover and pays such devoted 
tribute to the likes of Elvis Pres- 
ley and Marilyn Monroe, is 
convinced that fairies exist 
He has painted several of them, 
imaginary portraits of Titania 
and Puck from A Midsummer 
Night's Dream and various 
flower fairies. If not children, 
they tend to be female, either 
portrait heads or nearly naked 
and extravagantly breasted. 

There is a lambent sexual- 
ity to these images, an edgmess 
not for from the surrealist fris- 
son, yei verging on innocence 
rather than lubriciousness. 
There is also a delicacy of 
touch, a useful juvenescence of 
imagery matched by a medita- 
tive distancing, that distin- 
guishes these other-worldly 
portrayals. Blake's fairy paint- 
ings are as oddly disquieting as 
the best the Victorians could 
throw at us. 

u 7 was always interested in 
illustration, and the fairy 
illustrators Rackham and 
D ulac and Maxwell Parrish, 
from very early on in the 
Fifties. I had a big collection 


of illustrated books. Bui I 
think what triggered painting 
fairies was the birth of my 
daughter. Liberty, in 1968. 
and the idea of moving lo the 
country. Suddenly I was mak- 
ing pictures for her.” 

This was the period when 
Blake and a group of like- 
minded fellow painters set up 
the Brotherhood of Ruralists. 
in conscious emulation of the 
Pre-Raphaelites. (Blake him- 
self bears an uncanny physical 
resemblance to Dante Gabriel 
Rossetti.) “Having a daughter 
made me think, did 1 want to 
believe in fairies?" It was a con- 
scious choice: because Blake 
was never persuaded of their 
non-existence, he chose rather 
lo believe. 

“When I first started pann- 
ing fairies, f thought very care- 
fully about them and made lists 
of their characteristics. I de- 
cided -and this I find to be tra- 
ditional - that any gradations 
would be in size rather than in 
wealth or class. So Titania 
and Oberon would be the 
biggest and their courtiers 
would be slightly smaller, go- 
ing down to the very tiny liule 
fairies who were the equivalent 
of workers, I suppose. 

“I was living in Somerset by 
then, and I worked out that, if 
they lived anywhere in the vil- 
lage, they'd live down by the riv- 
er. I worked out a way that 
they’d probably dress. Titania 
is wearing boots made from 
dock! eaves tied round her an- 
kles. And anywhere that can be 
decorated is - her pubic hair is 



certainly not her figure. But the 
mouth may well be Twiggy’s. I 
rarely work from models." 

What about other artists? 
“The fairy painters I knew 
about were Noe) Paton - I 
knew both the Titania and 
the Oberon pictures in Edin- 
burgh very well, in fact I’ve got 
a drawing by Ralon of Titania ’$ 
head - and I knew Fitzgerald 
and Richard Dadd. I suppose 
I knew the pictures that were 
available and made it my task 
to find out more about them. 
I would go to the Maas Gallery 
and look through their stock 
for drawings. I almost bought 
Richard DcyJe’s The Fairy Tree 
at one point for £3,000, if you 
can believe it." (It must be 
worth a hundred limes that 
sum now.) 


oul A group of them stare 
straight at you, involving the 
viewer.” 


■As oddly disquieting as the best the Victorians 
could throw at US’: Blake’s ‘Daisy Fairy’, 1981-82 

Tate Gallery 


plaited and daisies are en- 
twined in it She’s wearing a 
necklace made of grass and a 
grass belt round her waist from 
which are hanging various bits 
that she’s found: an old spark- 
plug. a piece of glass and a toy." 

Blake deliberately made 
the painting very much of its 
tune, not some land of antique 
vision of playful sprites. The 
sense of otherness is balanced 


by the here-and-now solidity of 
the depiction. 

Where does his inspiration 
come from? I ask him whether 
the portraits of Titania. for in- 
stance, were based on a real 
person or invented. “At that 
point I was often referring to 
a photograph of Twiggy’s face, 
so certainly some of the fea- 
tures are Twiggy’s, though it 
wasn’t meant to be her, and it’s 


Blake’s chief portrayal of 
Titania has changed consider- 
ably over the years of its evo- 
lution and it has been exhibited 
in different forms. “It became 
a kind of concept - the idea of 
shouting a work developing. I 
must have showed it seven or 
eight times is different ver- 
sions." Blake finds it notori- 
ously difficult to finish 
paintings; they have virtually to 
be wrenched from his grasp. 
Even when sold, he will try to 
get them back to the studio to 
continue working on them. 

“The other interesting thing 
about Utania is that the spec- 
tator gets involved in the pic- 
ture. As the fairies ooze to the 
front of the picture, they hear 
the person who's looking at the 
picture and they stop and look 


There is. in Blake's mind, 
a whole repertory company of 
characters who are capable of 
adapting to any role, ranging 
from strippers to wrestlers. 
“There was quite a fad for 
fairies in the Seventies. There 
was a sudden resurgence of in- 
terest and two or three people 
did books on gnomes and 
fairies, but it was almost on a 
gift-shop leveL” Blake's images 
were always more substantial 
and serious: he painted a se- 
ries of flower fairies and aqua 
fairies and seaweed fairies, 
and they replaced die strippers 
as his primary giri-SubjecL 

Are they moral or amoral? 
“I think fairies become a ve- 
hicle for what we want them to- 
If you want lbe concept of a 
naughty fairy, you read it in- 
The beautiful girl fairies tend 
to be good, I think. There’s an 
edge of magic realism to them 
The fairies I paint have the 
ability to make magic. Painting 
is the only medium in which 
you can really make magic - 
you can't in film or in any oth- 
er medium.” 

When Blake returned to 
Loudon in 1979 and ceased to 
be a Raralist, he nevertheless 

reaffirmed his belief by pair- 
ing the wonderfully titled /ffwy 
not be a RurdBst anymore put 
dus morning I saw a Fairy 
garden in Chiswick. Tha t was 
really a statement for tftecrft' 
ics, but it stands as a personal 
credo as well. He still be&ew& 
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REVELATIONS 

The time: 1971 
The place: New Jersey 
The man: Roy Scheider. actor, 
star of/tfHX French Connection, 
All that Jazz, Russia House 
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It was terrible growing up with 
my father, be was a strict disci - 

- pKnarian. He physically abused 
.. me and beat the bell out of me. 

My biggest crime was always 
opening my mouth and dis- 
agreeingwith him; that was not 
-tolerated at alL Unfortunately 
I was against almost everything 
be stood fon he was a blue col- 
lar worker, first a mechanical 
- shop engineer and later a ser- 
-.vtee station owner. 

I was the oldest son and from 
the age ofll he would come af- 

- ter me with bis fists, chase me 
lo. another room and. pummel 

1 me to the ground. I never 
fought back physically except 
when be made me put on box- 

i ing gloves and we would fight 
ibr fun! But he would never Jet 
mewin. 

■’ When you’re an adolescent 
you start to think for yourself 
■and I realised that all the non- 
sense my father had been fill- 


ing my head with was not par- 
ticularly true. He was a man 
with deep prejudices: a racist 
and a sexist. As a way of be- 
coming independent of him I 
had to find a voice. What 
amazes me was that J was quite 
willing to take the abuse in or- 
der to get my licks in and let him 
know that he wasn't fooling me. 
My mother was the Irish mar- 
tyr who constantly defended my 
father, so when he attacked me 
she never came to my defence. 
I was alone. It was pretty fright- 
ening. Dealing with violence as 
a child makes you very gun shy 
and suspicious of authority. 

I became an actor to escape, 
pumping all my energy into 
playing other people in order to 
avoid playing myself. 1 was 
making a decent living on 
Broadway and beginning to 
make a name in films. But 1 nev- 
er bad any recognition from my 
iather. 

In 1971, I was at home in 
Manhattan and I received a 
phone call from the producer of 
The French Connection telling 
me that I had been nominated 
for an Oscar as Best Support- 
ing Actor. I immediately called 
my parents in New Jersey and 
got my mother on the line. I 


blurted out: "Guess what Ma?" 
She thought the news was won- 
derful and I heard her yell into 
another part of the house to tell 
my father, then she came back 
on the phone and we continued 
the conversation. I bung up and 
] started walking round the 
apartment in New York, some- 
thing was troubling me. Final- 
ly I put ray finger on iL Why 
didn’t my father gel up and 
come to the phone? Why didn't 
be say anything? I knew why - 
be was a man who just didn't do 
things like that. He didn't throw 
compliments around. With an 
Oscar nomination the whole 
world was recognising my abil- 
ity - everybody, that is. except 
my father. 

It made me feel really hurt. 
The feelings brewed for a cou- 
ple of days until I derided lo do 
something. I got in the car and 
drove over to my parents. I ex- 
plained to my mother how I 
wanted to talk to my father 
alone and threw her out of the 
bouse. 

When my father came home 
and sat down in the kitchen for 
his lunch. I told him: “I've 
spent the best part of my life try- 
ing to please you and to make 
you proud of me. But it doesn't 


seem to work, so this time 1 want 
you to tell me that you luve me!” 
He looked al me as if I'd gone 
crazy but he replied: "You know 
I do." I was angry with him but 
also very determined: “Don't 
tell me what 1 know, don’t tell 
me what you tell other people. 
Regardless of the past I want 
you to tell me now. right now, 
that you love me," 

My father’s face began to 
turn red and veins came out on 
his forehead and he choked out: 
“I love you." 1 thanked him and 
told him: “I love you too, but I 
wanted to hear you say it." I had 
finally asked him to act like a 
father. I got up and left the 
kitchen and nothing more was 
said. I told him what I needed 
and what 1 demanded and it fell 
good. 

About a year later at a 
Christmas gathering I asked 
my mother if dad had ever 
talked about what was said that 
special day but he hadn't even 
mentioned it to her - not at all. 

It was a turning point in my 
life because 1 had lo face the fact 
that I had a father, like the one 
in my latest movie Myth of the 
Fingerprints, who just finds it im- 
possible to be supportive and 
hn’ino. Yet his admission did 


change things between us; it 
wasn’t rosy or perfect from 
then on, but at least he had a 
different view of me. He would 
ask me what projects I was do- 
ing and he now had a new in- 
terest in me. He recognised that 
1 was there - an individual dis- 
tinct from him. All I ever got 
was the plain simple “I love you" 
- that's it. He certainly didn't 
phone and commiserate when 
I didn't win the Oscar. But it was 
enough, at last I had forced it 
out of the son of a hitch and I 
could go away with some 
dignity. 

1 became a man on that Jay. 
iL was like a ritual or ceremony 
that I needed lo mi we into an- 
other phase of my life. 

Finally I figured that it was 
lime for me to explore my own 
personality. It was most prob- 
ably the richest vein I could tap. 
yet we’re all a little reluctant m 
do it because we don’t want to 
deal with the pain. Therapy be- 
came a lifeline. Finding some- 
one to tell all this to who 
understood was vital. We all 
need support, especially if 
you’re harbouring resentments 
like I did .igainsl m\ m« nher and 
father. 

One « if the great tragedies of 


this world is that we turn into 
our parents. 1 have an older 
daughter who’s 34. and from my 
new marriage, a boy of e ight and 
a girl of three. At my very 
worst I sound just (ike my fa- 
ther! A little boy of eight can be- 
come very irritable and 
stubborn. When 1 find myself 
screaming at him or getting out 
of control, that’s the way my fa- 
thcrwould behave. It's Lerrible 
but at least I understand, which 
is more than my father did. At 
mv very best, which thankfully 
is most days, I am not like him 
at ail! 

Knowing my father's diffi- 
culty with expressing his emo- 
tions was an enormous help to 
me when I played the father in 
Myth of the Fingerprints. It’s 
about a dysfunctional family 
where n< ihody says what they’re 
really thinking or feeling. It was 
a great opp muniiy to crawl into 
m\ own father’s skin and realise 
how difficult it was for him. So 
it’s been a valuable personal ex- 
perience. too. 

Interview by Andrew G 
Marshall 

'Myth i V the HiKCipriniw' is cur- 
rently i vi general release. 


There is no party like Carole Stone’s Christmas 
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hostessbeyond compare. 


Trade union leaders will gossip 
with playwrights. 

And the event? Merely the 
umpteenth annual Christmas do 
of a woman who has risen from 
aJBBC copy typist in Southamp- 
ton to be the last great political 
hostess in Britain, a unique 
networker and party-flinger. 
Carole Stone, now 55, is a 
phenomenon. There is no one 
remotely like her in the capital; 
and without her, the capital 
would be a duller place. 

Her most prominent job was 
as producer fo iAny Questions? 
for most of the time from 1977 
to 1989. having worked her 
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as Britain's answer to Oprah 
Winfrey, but. she say's, despite 
a well-regarded pflol show in 
1990, and some talk shows: ”1 
never got a live audience, and 
never really had the magic to be 
a success.” 

She picked herself up and, 
encouraged by her partner 
Richard Lindley. a reporter for 
UN’s News at Ten special re- 
ports, began feeding her 
“insatiable appetite” for people 
by holding private lunches in a 
Covent Garden flat, entirely 
based on the only thing she 
could ‘‘cook" - tuna salad - at 
which a wide variety of people, 
such as John Birt, Tony Blair. 
Esther Rantzen and John 
Prescott, would meeL Now. she 
has moved on lo evening 
“salons". 

And, of course, her annual 
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3.500. then to 2d»mi. and finally 
to around 1. 800. 

Y«»u gel the picture? A rich, 
rather snobbish networker. a 
latter-day Lady Londonderry, in 
the pay of shadiwy lobbyists ... 
But you would be wrung un 
every count. 

Carole Slone is neither piwh 
nor snobbish. She’s a south- 
coast. working-class girl. The 
parlies began as a means nf 
introdueing her beloved mum. 
Kathleen, now dead, to her 
friends. Tonight's one will 
include, along with numerous 
senior politicians and gliuery 
TV’ people, her newsagent, her 
cleaner, aunis. uncles, friends 
from school, and so on. As 
Richard Lindley says. 'The prin- 
ciple is lhai it’s all types and con- 
ditions of women and men. 

What about the money 
needed to finance ihese events ' 
True. Carole Stone nrgaiiivs 
some lunches for a few company 
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famous parties, she rcitisev 


One year, when she was a rel- 
ative newcomer in London, the 
parly eosl her exactly l'?HH 
more than her amuial salary. 
Now. <he reckons in spend the 
same sum on a nnee-a-vear. 
twn-houi party that other 
people spend *»n their holi- 
days. l£\en her Mriet rules, in- 
cluding buying the 

Seeond-elie.ipcsl-avail.ihlc n me. 

in order roall'ord ihe maximum 
number of bottles, mean (hai 
Ihe parties are a big per-»nal 
extraiaganee. 

ho. in shori - win’’ 

"I'm jusl addicted lo people. 
1 can't bear to let people go. " 
she says. "When the list g'*i to 
4(H). I thought, what do I do? 
But I wouldn't want lo leave 
anyh- hJ> off. and I cau l bear nut 
inviting nice new people - I 
always think. Oh shit. I haven't 
united them: and 1 haven't m- 
\iied them ... and so u jusl 
growud and groweJ.” 

ll growed beyond the con- 
fines of the Reform Club, which 
pul a limit of 250 «m ihe parly, 
and eventual It called a halt 


when she was packing 650 in. 

Among the events ihui may 
have influenced ihcm was an 
altercation involving a com- 
pletely drunk journalist, and the 
gentle ejection of an even 
drunker newspaper editor, who 
had fallen over while pursuing 
a o tuple « >! waiters and split his 
trousers. .All airs nave started al 
Stone parties, and ended there 
too. "One chap said he'd met 
six of his ex- lovers one year.” 
Carole says happily. 

Mostly, though, the plea- 
sures ol Ihe Slone parties are 
like her lunehes and salons. 
They are the gentler onesof the 
mingling of people from dif- 
lercni worlds - John Major 
and limy Benn. Peter Sissons 
and Bill Morris, Lynda La 
Plant e and Bruce Kent - on 
friendly, nculial territory. 

Carole Slone has never 
plavei.t Oprah. But - \un\ sofa, 
sans lights, sans camera - 
loniglu she has a more dazzling 
audience than any chat show 
hn-j can dream of. And a 
eheeriei one. as well. 


A pirate, a pioneer, a 
punk princess 

The writer Kathy Acker, who died of 
cancer last Saturday, aged 53, was a 
revolutionary in mind and body and she 
did not recognise defeat. 


I suppose on paper Kathy Acker always sounded 
quite frightening. She wrote graphically about sex 
and violence, she had worked in the sex industry, 
she was part of the New York art scene, she had 
been photographed by Mapplethorpe, she talked 
endlessly of her body, her sex, her weight-training, 
her tattoos, her piercings. When I first saw in her 
in the mid-SOs, speaking at the ICA, surrounded 
by her leather jacketed friends, she coolly declaimed 
her deconstructionist manifesto. She was a liter- 
ary outlaw and she would take no prisoners. 

In the flesh however. I found out, she was not 
scary at alL I soon found myself chatting to this liny 


BY SUZANNE 
MOORE 


woman about jewellery and shopping and her 
motorbike and how much she fancied Moira Stu- 
art, the news reader, who just happened to be at 
the same party where I had ran into Kathy. She 
was funny and sharp and immensely vulnerable, 
her big eyes widening at any gossip you could tell 
her. She liked men, she liked women but she was 
often lonely and said so, citing it as one of the rea- 
sons for her continual transatlantic moves. 

I didn't know her know her well but I admired 
her hugely. That does not mean that I liked every- 
thing she wrote, although some of it ] liked very 
much indeed. It was important to me that she wrote 
the way she did about the things she did because 
the literary landscape that she aspired to was so 
irredeemably male. Her adoration of William Bur- 
roughs, the influence of the beat poets, her love 
of modernist experimentation and fierce under- 
standing of post-structuralism meant that her sub- 
ject matter was often language and identity itself. 
She was always asking what it meant to be a writer, 
cheerfully subverting the whole notion of author- 
ship by openly plagiarising other writers' texts. 

Such self-conscious cleverness, while celebrated 
in the hands of the right boy writers, often result- 
ed in Acker being completely misunderstood by 
the critics. While Blood and Guts in High School 
was praised by many, much of her later work, such 
as In Memotiam to Identity, left the conservative 
literary establishment somehow incensed that 
anyone, let alone this weird-looking woman, 
should dare to play around with language like this. 

So she would push further and further. She 
would read out loud in front of a group of femi- 



nists an imagined account of what it is like to rape 
a woman, she would write pornography with her- 
self as ihe central character and like many avant- 
garde artists who proclaim alongside Barthes 
"the death of the author", she became a living em- 
bodiment of her an with her own cult following. 

This idea of breaking the power base of 
meaning itself is an idea shared by many avant- 
garde writers. Acker's lake on it was also influ- 
enced by the work of many of the French post-war 
philosophers whose theories she wove into her fic- 
tions. 

Yet what made Acker’s work so exceptional was 
precisely the fact of her gender, the way her body 
and ils desires kept erupting in the text and this 
body was unmistakably female. The word was made 
flesh - female flesh. Sometimes her work was dif- 
ficult to read, refusing conventional narratives and 
pleasures, sometimes it was harrowing, sometimes, 
frankly, her experiments didn’t work but when they 
did she produced writing that carried great visceral 
and intellectual charge. 

To write like this, to live like this was. I imag- 
ine, a straggle. In her fifties Acker was still pro- 
claiming herself a sexual outlaw, having new bits 
of herself pierced. To be at the cutting edge of sex- 
ual and literary experimentation is still I think a 
lot more difficult for a woman than it is for a man. 
But in the end the final struggle over her Ixxfy and 
who defined what her body “meant" was the one 
she had with cancer. For some close to her, her 
refusal of orthodox medicine and reliance on alter- 
native therapies was a form of denial that they could 
not comprehend in this brave and honest woman. 
She was no longer merely playing with “dtscourv 
es - about the body but with life and death itself. 

As ever she chose her own way. Ultimately she 
would not have the meanings of others imposed 
upon her. She was a remarkable woman, a re- 
markable writer, a pirate, a pioneer, a punk 
princess. I am sad that her adventures here have 
ended, that her flesh could never be as strong as 
her words. For her real strength lies in her writ- 
ing - and that will remain as powerful, as passionate 
and as unique as ever. 
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The Great Electoral Reform bandwagon 
got rolling yesterday^ its panniers stocked 
with claret There is a strong wind behind ' 
it Mistrust of our political and adminis- 
trative institutions blows a gale through suc- 
cessive surveys of public opinion and on 
1 May helped to sweep the Tories from 
power. According to the latest British So- 
cial Attitudes survey many people have in 
recent years become enthusiastic consti- 
tutional reformers, though they are dis- 
criminating about what they want 
reformed and how. It looked when Tbny 
Blair roped the Liberal Democrats into a 
joint cabinet committee on constitution- . 
al reform, that he was doingmore than reg- 
istering that public mood - be was seeking 
to steer iu too. Yesterday its first fruit the 
bipartisan commission on methods of 
election to the House of Commons, took 
to the road. 

But there is something wrong with the 
vehicle's bill of lading. It is not just the tech- 
nical difficulty of reconciling die need for 


“broad proportionality” with the extension - 
of voter choice and the maintenance of a 
link between MPs and geographical con- 
stituencies. That argues straightaway for 
something not unadjacent to the election ' 
method proposed for the Scottish assem- ' 
bly, .with its unwanted consequence, that 
electoral reform ends in strengthening the . 
stranglehold of political party when what 
the public wants is-to weaken it 

"Our reservations are not about the dri- 
ver, Lord Jenkins of Hfllhead. The objec- 
tion to the Electoral Reform Commission 
is that it represents the piecemeal, blink- 
ered and essentially conservative nature of 
Labour thinking about the British consti- ■ 
tutioo. 

Lord Irvine of Lairg, the Lord Chan- 
cellor, denies that Labour is piecemeal in 
its approach. Yet the launch of the Jenk- 
ins commission gives telling evidence - for 
this reason. A rigorous examination of the 
franchise for; the House of Commons is very 
necessary and Labour, very property, bas 


. promised to lay the results of that think- 
in before the people in. a referendum. It 
is atone to don our anoraks or at least see 
Lords Jenkins, Alexander ft al don them - 
on our behalf and debate demerits of dif- 
ferent system of voting: -But jokes about 
the detailed arithmetic of electoral method 
only go so far. Method embodies impor- 
tant principles, which speak to deficits in 
the representativeness of Parliament and - 
dysfunction in its operation. 

That is the point - it is Parliament that 
is lacking legitimacy, that fails to represent 
the people of the United Kingdom. Parr 
liament contains two houses, let alone ad- 
junct institutions such as the judicial 
committee of the House of Lords - our 
Supreme Court in all bin name; it contains, 
still, aspects of the .remaining power of the 
. monarchy, Decisions about tire future of 
the monarchy -which Tbny Blair seems cu- 
riously unwilling to have made in public ' 
- can wait* But the House of Commons 
cannot properly' be appraised and - 


reformed in advance of derisions about die 
future of the Lord& If the House of Lords 
is to be recreated as a new second lawmak- 
ing chamber its; nature and its electoral 
methods have to be considered alongside 
the functions and representativeness of the 
Commons. * 

- That is not just to say that the consti- 
. tution is a way of describing a political sys- 
tem, the parts of which areinterdependenL 
Padfcunentary reform Is a single enterprise. 

■ A second chamber of Parliament replac- 
ing the House of Lords has to be repre- 
sentative if the laws its makes are to 
command assent Thai does not, howev- 
er, mean all its members have to be elect- 
ed. Here is a rough sketch. TJp’to a fifth 
of the members erf a second chamber might 
be nominated on the basis of agreement 
between all the major parties. This docs 
not have to be a recipe for blandness: there 
are many people, in business, in academe, 
in the professions who are not partisan but 
would make great candidates for taking 


part in deliberative government. 

In its elective element, the second 
changer m^ht, analogously to the US Sen- 
ate, seek to emphasise unity in diversity; 

the baas of ils franchise might be large (re- 
gional) constituencies, ensuring that Scot- 
tish or Cornish residents acquired a voice. 
If so, theweight attached to territorial rep- 
resentativeness in elections to the House 
of Commons might be reduced. 

Trust in the political system - enhanc- 
ing which is surely one of the aims of the 
reform enterprise - hinges on participa- 
tion in, and methods of taking part iaa va- 
riety of representative bodies, local 
authorities and the European Parliament 
included. They might all eventually have 
different methods of election, alternative 
votes here, transferable onees there. Elec- 
toral pluralism is a virtue in a pluralist and 
diverse state. But Lord Jenkins has to bear 
in mind that the Commons and the Lords 
are twinned institutions. Their reform is 
urgent but it must go hand in hand. 
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Museum charges 

Sir: In all the recent publicity 
about the threatened intro- 
duction of entry charges to na- 
tional museums and galleries, 
almost no mention has been 
made of the abortive attempt 
to impose charges in the early 
1970s. 

Entiy to the National 
Gallery was set modestly at £1, 
yet attendance dropped by al- 
most three-quarters. The rev- 
enue raised actually failed to 
cover the cost of collecting the 
charge. Even the Treasury re- 
alised that a serious blunder 
had been made, and the entry 
fee was hastily withdrawn. 

One factor that became 
clear at that time was that 
overseas visitors were not dis- 
turbed by paying, but that in this 
country there is a well-known 
distrust of the visual arts which 
promotes the feeling that mu- 
seums, as distinct from galleries, 
provide an w educationar di- 
mension that makes them 
morally worthier of support. 
Galleries were the tragic victims 
of this double-edged onslaught. 
Dr ALLAN BRAHAM 
London NW6 

The writer was Keeper of the 
National Gallery, 1978-88. 

Sir: For the Policy Studies In- 
stitute to describe museum 
charges as inevitable (report, l 
December) is seriously mis- 
leading. 

When the Heritage Lottery 
Fund was established it was 
made dear to all potential ben- 
eficiaries that it could not be 
used for running costs and 
would not become a substitute 
for the core funding which was 
the responsibility of govern- 
ment and other agencies. That 
polity is now under review, but 
in the meantime it is hardly fair 
to blame museums for accept- 
ing what they were offered: 
funds For overdue capital im- 
provements. 

The Government must not 
be allowed to hide behind state- 
ments by the PSI. Charges will 
only be inevitable if its ovvn lev- 
el of support for our belea- 
guered cultural institutions 
leaves no alternative. 
DUNCAN ROBINSON 
Director 

The FitzwiUiam Museum 
Cambridge 

Sir A \isit to the British Mu- 
seum may be free to London- 
ers. hut a family from the North 
i ir Wales must, in any case, in- 
vest quite heavily for a visit. 






These people who are able to 
“pop in for a quarter of an 
hour” qo many occasions ( An- 
drew Marr, 26 November) are 
a lucky minority of Londoners. 

We should aim to have the 
greatest possible access for the 
greatest number of people, to 
well run and solvent museums 
and art galleries. Good value for 
money is a better criterion 
than a parrot demand for free 
access, because it was so since 
1759. 

EDITH SAUNDBY 
CrickhowcU, Poviys 

No win, no fee 

Sin Robert Wilier ( Letters. 23 
November) argues that the 
Government's proposals for 
(he reform of legal aid and ex- 
tension or conditional fee agree- 
ments will benefit only large law 
firms. He suggests that small 
firms -may be crippled*’ if they 
lose even a few cases brought 
with conditional fees, I believe 
he is wrong on both counts. 

On his first point, it is true 


that the Government's pro- 
posals, particularly block con- 
tracting, will encourage 
specialisation by lawyers- 1 see 
nothing wrong with that. 
Through block contracting, le- 
gal aid expenditure will be con- 
centrated on services provided 
by competent, experienced ad- 
visers. Taxpayers.’ money should 
be spent on buying high-qual- 
ity services from lawyers who 
have a thorough understanding 
of the law at issue. Privately 
funded clients would expect 
nothing less. There is no rea- 
son why a small firm should not 
benefit from greater speciali- 
sation, just as a large one can. 

In the post-reform world, I 
believe there will still be a 
place for small firms in small 
towns to offer a valuable, gen- 
eral service. But the availabil- 
ity of legal aid funding will 
depend in large part on the 
plans which are made by local 
people in the Regional Legal 
Services Committees. 

On Mr WUler’s second 
point, both large and small 


firms will need to- develop a 
more sophisticated' under- 
standing of assessing and man- 
aging risk; and it may well be 
true that, some firms will not 
adapt and will not survive. As 
the Lord Chancellor said in 
Cardiff, conditional fees are 
about taking the rough with the 
smooth. There is no reason why 
a well-managed, competent 
small firm should not find itself 
better off, not worse off. by us- 
ing conditional fees. 
GEOFFREY HOON .MP. ' 
Parliamentary Secretary 
Lord Chancellor's Department 
London SE1 

Too many people 

Sin At the Kyoto conference on 
climate change wotid leaders 
may agree to make a cut in 
greenhouse gases. Efforts will 
.presumably be concentrated on 
improving technology to make 
more efficient use of energy. 

Whatever can be done in this 
direction should be done, but 
there are enormous difficulties. 
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For example. Japan claims that 
20 more nuclear power sta- 
tions would be needed for it to 
make another 5 per cent cut in 
carbon dioxide emissions. 

We hear of many proposals 
to tackle the technological as- 
pect of the problem and a few 
to moderate affluent lifestyles. 
However, especially in the rich- 
er and therefore most polluting 
countries, we bear of none ad- 
dressing the question of the 
amount of people, whose num- 
bers multiplied by their per 
. capita consumption lead fo the 
total impact o£ technology pn 
the environment. 

Measures towards gradual, 
voluntary- reduction in nation- 
al populations should be an im- 
portant strand in any strategy 
10 combat climate change. The 
trend towards smaller popula- 
tions already exists in a few Eu- 
ropean countries and should be 
welcomed and planned for. ' 
SUE BIRLEY 

Co-ordinator, The Campaign 
for Political Ecology 
Wanborougti, Wiltshire 
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Sin Sam Boole’s letter.(l De- 
cember) , suggesting that glob- 
al wanning is due to changes in 
the sun. not carbon dioxide' 
emissions, misses the point.' 

We are not in an area of 
black-and-white science here, 
but in the much more tricky one 
of risk analysis. Given the enor- 
mity of the potential threat to 
world economic and social sta- 
bility , plus the practical and po- 
litical obstacles to progress in 
reducing CO ; emissions,' the 
current aim must be to reduce 
the risk to manageable pro- 
portions. 

We have a long way to go 
to achieve this. . Faffing to 
make a positive start at Kyoto 
would represent an' immense 
gamble. 

TONY ROBSON 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire 

Framed by MI5 

Sir: The available evidence 
shows Conclusively that Alice 
Wheel don (not “Wheedon") 
never plotted to murder anyone 


Safety in risk 

Sir. Fears for the future safety 
of children expressed by Jadric 
Lang, president of the Girls’ 
Schools Association (“Let chil- 
dren lake rcusre risks, says school 
head", 27 November), are 
shared by the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Accidents. 

We are only too aware that 
Mrs Lang’s assertion that “we 
may be rearing a generation in- 
capable of assessing risks for 
themselves’’ is coming 
true. Children perpetually 
shielded from dangers in life 
will not be able to make the cor- 
rect judgements when they are 
eventually allowed out on their 
own or, indeed, when they 
reach adulthood. 

That is why we encourage 
parents to abandon their cars 
whenever possible and to walk 
their children to school at every 
opportunity. In that way, they 
can teach them road safety 
lessons along the way and point 
out possible hazards on their 
route. Many local authorities 
proride child pedestrian skills 
training and parents should 
encourage their children to 
take part in such exercises. 
DAVID ROGERS 
Road Safety Adviser 
Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents 
Birmingham 


and that she was framed by an 
MI5 offshoot called PMS2 
(“Lloyd George freed his 
would-be assassin’’, 28 No- 
vember). 

The “testament of MI5 
agent Alex Gordon” was cer- 
tainly not “damning evidence" 
of Wheeldon’s guflL ‘Alex Gor- 
don" (real name: William 
Rickard) was a mentally un- 
stable journalist with a criminal 
record who was employed by 
PMS2 as an agent provocateur. 
His deranged imagination pro- 
duced the allegation that 
Wheeldon and her family 
planned to shoot Lloyd George 
with a poisoned air-gun pellet 
while be was playing golf 

Although Rickard’s evi- 
dence was central to the 
Wheeldon trial he never ap- 
peared in court to face cross- 
examination. PMS2 later 
packed tom off to South Africa 
to get him out of the way and 
be eventually committed him- 
self to a mental asylum. 
DAVID TURNER 
Borden, Kent 


Jesus explained 

Sin Ann Curry asks (tetter. 21 
November) how and why 
Galilean fisbennen would shave. 
Razors had been available for 
centuries, and Jesus lived in a 
world in which Greek was the lin- 
gua franca, a world ruled main- 
ly by the descendants of 
Alexander's Successors, who 
still followed his practices of 
maintaining a shaven chin and 
dining with 12 intimate Com- 
panions (an allusion to the 12 
Olympians at table with Zeus). 

It is highly improbable that 
Jesus would have been un- 
aware of these customs. Thus 
by easily recognised signs did he 
imply his Kingship. Possibly. 
STEPHEN GRIME 
London SE11 

Sir “In my father's house are 
many mansions." Following 
your report (28 November) of 
Fr Magna m's theory that Jesus 
was more than a mere carpen- 
ter, are we to assume that he 
was in fact a property developer 
specialising in conversions? 
LESLEY RIDDLE 
London SW6 


And now, news of another way to shrink all those little bits of news 



MILES 

KINGTON 


For those who feci that they 
haven't got the lime to read the 
daily papers and the Sunday pa- 
pers and watch the television 
news and listen to (he radio 
news. etc. a new weekly publi- 
cation has emerged called The 
Week, which reprints Ihe best 
and most informal h e articles 
about the week’s news. 

! think it’s pretty good val- 
ue. 

For those who haven’t got 
the time to cover all the glossy 
magazines, and the weekly 
magazines, and the men's 
and womens magazines, 
and the other magazines, 
and who would like to keep 
up with the best of it. another 
new publication called 
The Cover has emerged 
which promises to bring u< ihe 


best of magazine journalism. 

I think it looks preliy good 
value. 

Of course, there are also the 

more traditional publications 
which fora long time now have 
brought us the best of news and 
writing. I’m thinking of the 
Reader's Digest, of course, but 
also of such Fleet-Street based 
digests as Tire Weekly Guardian 
and the similar sheets put out 
by The Express. Telegraph, etc. 

They ail look pretty good 
value to me. ' 

The trouble is, not many of 
us haw got the time and the en- 
ergy to gel through all these di- 
gests, these compilations, these 
abridgements, these prolifer- 
ating quick ’n’ easy guides to 
this hard V horrid world. 

Let’s face it, after a hard dav 


trying to gel to the office and 
back, and a hard day cm ihe mo- 
bile phone talking to (hose 
people you would have met had 
you managed to get to the of- 
fice on time, you really don't 
feel tike making the effort to 
wade through well {Mentioned 
attempts to save you the effort 
of wading through the world's 
news, do you? 

I mean, who has really got 
the chance any more to relax 
and read something designed 
for people who haven't got the 
chance to relax and read any 
more? 

Nobody, that’s who. 

But help is at hand! 

Help in the shape of a 
brand-new publication which 
brings you the best material 
from the .variousweekly digests. 


Yes, ai last there is a new 
publication which actually 
trawls through the selected ma- 
terial in all the digests, and then 
selects the best of that just for 
busy people like you! 

It's going to be called 
Premium Weekly. 

It’s going to be published by 
this column, and it's going to be 
indispensable. 

In the first issue, for in- 
stance. we have an exclusive 
report on the new musical be- 
ing written, by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and Tim Rice. It’s 
• about the rise to power of a 
charismatic woman who is 
loved by everyone even though 
she is ruthless and has blood on 
her bands. No, not "Evita". It's 
-Winnie". 

There is a crucial report 


from South Africa entitled “Is 
there something in the air of 
South Africa which drives men 
and women mad and leads 
them to do things which in a 
colder damper climate they 
would not do? To put it anoth- 
er way, would Winnie Mandela 
and Eari Spencer make the ide- 
al couple?" 

We reveal that the smog and 
haze obscuring most of the Par 
East are actually caused by 
their finance markets going up 
in smoke. 

We examine the strong 
rumours that the Millennium 
Dome is being designed as a 
secret way of communicating 
with other civilisations, and 
we ask the question: “Where 
is Peter Mandclson really 
from?". 


In the first issue there is also 
a first-hand report on the cru- 
cial Iran-Australia World Cup 
qualifying match from Salman 
Rushdie, entitled “Why Terry 
Venables dared not win". 

.There is an amazing report 
on how Rupert Murdoch, the 
man who took on American na- 
tionality in order to be able to 
own American TV stations, is 
planning to expand bis Asian 
drive by becoming a Chinese 
citizen, so we say: “Goodbye, 
Rupert - Hello. Comrade 
Lupe!" 

Other features in Premium 
Weekly, all taken from the world 
press and skilfully disguised to 
conceal their source, indude: 

“E-MaiL F-Words, G Spots 
■ - is the alphabet taking over?" 

“Have the Irish lost the will 


to lose the Eurovision song 
contest?" 

“ If we harnessed waste emis- 
sions from America, could they 
keep the world warm?" and 

“If the French for l El Nino’ 
is 'Lc Garmon’, do the French 
think that the world's climate 
problems are being caused by 
a maverick waiter?" 

Only in Ihe Premium WreAfy! 
Subscribe now to get the best 
of the world's newsl Save time 
by switching to Premium 
Weekfyl 

Special Offer If you don t think 
you'll have time to read 'Premi- 
um Weekly ’ every week, ask 
about our sister publication, 'Pre- 
mium Monthly", or. forvay busy 
businessmen, our annual album, 
'Premium Weekly Pick of the 
Year". 
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How we can keep the 
memory of evil alive 


What makes Harriet Harman tick? 



ROBIN 

COOK 

NAZI GOLD 
CONFERENCE 




Last Wednesday I visited BudapesL At 
the turn of the cenLuiy a fifth of the pop- 
ulation there were Jewish. On Thursday 
I went to Prague, where the Nazis 
brought Jewish artefacts to build a Mu- 
seum of Extinct People. On Friday I vis- 
* ited the Jewish memorial in Pbland 
where three million Jews died. The 
numbers are just too big to imagine, but 
the tales of just a few of the victims and 
f* survivors soon become too much to 
bear. Europe is so much the 
Si poorer for their loss. 

a l For them, compcnsa- r - _ 

dt tion will never be pos- 

^ sible. But we can 

2 remember. We must 

r document the evi- 

1 dence, gather the 

1 facts, locate the 

V truth. We must tell 'Ja 

\ the stories of the 

V victims, to deny the . 

J Nazis success in - 

j their mission to 

•*' eradicate their hu- ^ 

, c i manity. We must teil the stories to our 

i ) flis children, not as dry history or academ- 
v ic debate, but in a way that will teach them 

the dangers of prejudice and hatred. 
Keeping the memory of this evil alive is 
our best defence against it happening 
again. 

One of my first acts as Foreign Sec- 
retary was to call for a conference about 
1 Nazi gold. I was convinced that by bring- 
f ing together everyone connected with the 

s subject - the experts, the governments, 

F Uie victims - we could pool our knowl- 
n edge and talk through the difficult ques- 
rc lions. Doing so might answer some 
G unanswered questions, and erase some 
™ of the hillemess. 

D» The London Conference on Nazi 

1 ' Gold opens today in Lancaster House. 

It brings together experts and officials 
from over 40 countries, six organisations 
representing the survivors, and four in- 
stitutions that actually handled the Nazi 
* gold - more expertise than has ever been 
char gathered on this subject before. The con- 

. Terence is not an inter-governmental con- 

ference designed to lake decisions, or to 
pass judgement and apportion blame. It 
will instead allow everyone involved the 
chance to talk through the issues - 


whom the gold came from, what the 
Nazis did with it, what happened to h 
after the war. 

There is still a lot of suspicion from 
survivors and the families of victims. 
Many believe that there has been a cov- 
er-up, and that governments are hid- 
ing the facts. I hope this conference will 
go some way towards assuaging these 
suspicions. The Foreign Office has 
published two detailed historical papers 
on the subject, with all the source 
material available at the Public Records 
Office. Other countries have also set 
up commissions to investigate this 
issue. 

After the War the Allies gathered all 
the hoarded Nazi gold they could find. 
The gold in monetary form they put into 
the Tripartite Gold Commission's fond, 
and they have distributed almost all of 
it to the former occupied countries from 
which it was looted. The gold that was 
not in monetary form was used to help 
meet the urgent needs of the refugees. 

Two especially sensitive questions 
need addressing. The first is whether gold 
that bad been stolen from individuals be- 
came mixed up with the monetary gold. 
Our research suggests that very small 
amounts may have been. The second is 
the question of compen- 
„~'_r ' sation - for individuals 

■ lpL. and for countries. The 
conference will look at 
w * iai has been done so 
l far. and what further 
might be done. 1 
hope it will ac- 
knowledge the 
good as well as the 
bad - the good 
faith of the Allies 

pressing needs of 
' ' the time, of the 

Swiss who have set up a special fund for 
the individual victims of the Nazis, and 
of the Germans who have paid out over 
DMIOObn in compensation. 

The Tripartite Commission still holds 
£40m worth of gold. The three countries 
of the Commission - ourselves, the US 
and France - still have an obligation to 
return this to the former occupied coun- 
tries. But there is a pressing need for as- 
sistance to be given to the remaining 
survivors. Otherwise wc risk a second 
tragedy - letting the victims of the Nazis 
live out their lives in penury. This is why 
we have proposed a voluntary fund, to 
which the recipient countries can give 
some or all of their final payment from 
the commission. The response we have 
got from the recipient countries has been 
positive, and I will be launching the fond 
today. 

Tliis is not going to erase the sadness 
and the loss. It can be no compensation 
for those the Nazis killed, or those sur- 
vivors who have died already. It must not 
weaken the memory of what happened. 
But 1 hope it wiU help those victims of 
the Nazis who are still alive, and show 
that we are serious in remembering 
those who are not. 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

LONE PARENTS’ 
BENEFIT CUT 


Harriet Harman was always 
going to have her difficulties 
with the Labour Party once in 
government First there are 
plenty of MPs who haven’t for- 
gotten her decision to defy 
party taboos by sending one of 
her sons to a grammar school; 
second, the job of Social Secu- 
rity Secretary in a Labour gov- 
ernment is inherently difficult 
- even when you're not as she 
is, a member of a government 
committed to radical welfare re- 
form. Just as Tbry Home Sec- 
retaries can never fully satisfy 
their constituency unless they 
arc prepared to forsake reason, 
so the party always wants more 
from its DSS minis ters than 
they can give. And Ms Har- 
man's personality isn't one 
everyone finds conge niaL It’s 
not just the middle-class Met- 
ropolitan manner of a St Paul’s 
ex-head girL It’s also a certain 
imperviousness in the face of 
opposition, amply demon- 
strated in last year's grammar 
school fracas. This is a strength; 
but it can also be a trifle exas- 
perating. Finally -and this has 
nothing do with her own 
character - even the most pro- 
gressive of us are a little schiz- 
ophrenic about our women 
politicians. In our heads we 
want them to be just like men; 
in our hearts, male or female, 
we expect them to be just a lit- 
tle more caring and just a little 
less macho than men. 

For all these reasons it’s 
tempting to personalise, at Ms 
Harman’s expense, the row 
over the cut in lone parents’ 
benefit It is a temptation which 
several of her critics, in the press 
as well as in the ranks of 
Labour MPs, have found im- 
possible to resist. But it is 
based on a serious misappre- 
hension. The policy she de- 
fended in the Commons 
yesterday is very far from be- 
ing here alone. TTie cut is di- 
rectly in line with the decision 
of Gordon Brown to slick rigid- 
ly to the spending Limits set by 
his predecessor. Some leading 
critics- such as Ken Livingstone 



and Chris M ullin - have not 
shrunk from acknowledging 
this; others have. It is much 
more fashionable— and perhaps 
a little less risky - to criticise Ms 
Harman than it is fo criticise the 
Chancellor and the Prime Min- 
ister. But the decision to stick 
to Ken Darke’s spending lim- 
its for two years was announced 
before the election; it formed 
part of Labour's programme, 
and it was probably part of the 
unprecedented economic cred- 
ibility that helped to deliver 
Labour its landslide on May 1. 
It's tree that foe Chancellor has 
juggled some figures to inject 
more cash into health and ed- 
ucation. BuL that was to meet 
cherished and, during foe elec- 
tion, stated priorities. By con- 
trast the lone parents' cot 
played directly to both Brown’s 
and Tony Blairs desire- whole- 
heartedly shared, it should be 
admitted, by Ms Hannan - to 
see the poor, including poor 
lone mothers, lift then- 
prospects by taking jobs rather 
than stay at home. Part of her 
case has been that by taking 
jobs, including part-time jobs, 
lone parents would, thanks to 
foe in-work benefit of Family 
Credit, be better off -by an av- 
erage of £50 per week - than 
if they weren’t in jobs. In that 
sense it was an important and 
highly symbolic part of the 
welfare to work programme. 


(So to are foe two concessions 
Ms Harman and Mr Brown 
have made - bringing the pro- 
gramme to get lone parents into 
work forward to next April 
and providing £300m of lottery 
money for child care.) Finally 
it was also, perhaps, in fine with 
Tony Blair's social and moral 
agenda - through trying to dis- 
courage young women from re- 
garding single motherhood on 
benefit as a realistic means of 
livelihood. There were - and 
are - valid arguments to be lev- 
elled at foe policy; not least foe 
question of whether the cuts 
should have applied to new lone 
parents of children under five. 
And while the cuts apply only 
to new lone parents, what of 
single mothers who take short- 
term jobs and then are forced 
back od to income support? As 
new claimants they would now 
be subject to cuts of up to £1 1 
per week. Ministers are 
adamant foal even lone parents 
taking short-time jobs will still 
be better off over the year; nev- 
ertheless some of these argu- 
ments were well worth having 
OUL 

But a serious problem is that 
the parliamentary left didn’t fo- 
cus on them until it was too late. 
When on 22 July the Liberal 
Democrats sought to amend 
the Bill reducing child benefit for 
lone parents, the present dissi- 
dents (Ken Livingstone, Diane 


Abbott, Audrey Wise, Chris 
M ullin, among them) voted with 
the Government against foe 
amendment, despite a long and 
eloquent speech by the Liberal 
Democrats’ social security 
spokesman Steve Webb criticis- 
ing the cuL This has added to the 
suspicion that at least some of 
the putative rebels decided to fo- 
cus on the issue much later, pos- 
sibly because student fees had 
failed to live up to expectations 
as the lightning conductor for dis- 
content. 

In other words this may have 
been as much about testing 
left-wing strength as it was about 
concern for lone mothers. 
Which means that any putative 
rebel can only protest by voting 
down - or abstaining - on foe 
whole Social Security BID, a large 
part of which Ls an entirely wel- 
come simplification of the ben- 
efit claims system. Some in foe 
Government didn’t handle foe 
issues as well as they might 
have done. In particular it is dis- 
tinctly odd that at least some 
government whips appeared to 
have given tacit encouragement 
to Mr Mullin 's confidential 
roundrobmloMrBrown.Who- 
ever encouraged them to do this, 
il was not Ms Hannan. Maybe 
it was just a way to minimise foe 
level of public protest and per- 
suade dissidents not to sign an 
open motion attacking foe cuts. 
But it must have led some of foe 


signatories to feel that they 
were on a winner. 

Which they are not, and to 
be realistic, never could have 
been. This bas now become an 
issue of foe Government' s cred- 
ibility. If at foe first signs of re- 
volt - and those actually 
abstaining in the crucial division 
maybe as few as a fifth of those 
who signed Mr Mullin s letter 
- ministers buckled, it would 
have gravely weakened Brown’s 
claim to fiscal prudence. Every 
promise of responsible eco- 
nomic management would 
come under scrutiny, not least 
in the markets. This isn't per- 
haps. the issue most ministers 
would have chosen. Suddenly 
the Government s New Deal for 
lone mothers has become 
frighteningly real: a great deal 
hangs on it. If it Ls shown to 
work then it will be much eas- 
ier to .defend foe cuts. If it 
doesn’t - and the evaluation 
promised by Ms Hannan will 
have to be serious - then min- 
isters will have to rethink, per- 
haps as early as next year. But 
for the time being Mr Brown 
and Ms Harman have made all 
foe concessions they are going 
to. And they have no choice. 

Ms Harman, by nature a 
tough political survivor, may be 
taking foe flak for now; but 
there is a lot more at stake here 
than the short-term populari- 
ty of a single minister. 


A few questions for Geoffrey Robinson, Treasury minister 






ANDREAS 
WH ITTAM 
SMITH 

ON TAX 
, AVOIDANCE 


So it is all nice and tidy is it? 
Mr Geoffrey Robinson, MP. 
Treasury minister, is not a tax 
avoider. Having been revealed 
by the Independent on Sunduy 
as the beneficiary of a multi- 
mill ion-pound offshore trust. 
Mr Robinson and two cabinet 
ministers stated authoritative- 
ly that all was in order. The 
arrangement with the Guernsey 
based trust did nut involve any 
lax avoidance. Mr Alistair Dar- 
ling. Chicr Secretary', said that 
Mr Robinson had done what 
ministers with shares had done 
in the past and “pul them into 
a blind trust". 

It is easy to be dazzled and 
confused by such manoeu\TCs. 
Let us examine them for what 
they are. The question Ls why 
rich people such as Mr Robin- 
son have trusts turd put their as- 
sets into them. After all. to do 
so reduces, at least marginally, 
your freedom of action. Is not 
Earl Spencer claiming in foe di- 
vorce eourl that his family's 
wealth is all locked up in trusts 
and therefore cannot be 
touched? And in terms of 
Sawyers' fees and trustees’ re- 
muneration. trusts arc costly to 
set up and maintain. One rea- 
son is to disguise the ownership 
of assets. Another is to min- 
imise or avoid the inheritance 
tax which would otherwise be 
payable by the beneficiaries of 
your will: nowadays trusLs arc 
much less useful than former- 
ly in avoiding income ta\ and 
capital gains lux. Here. then. Ls 
a .straight question: will Mr 
Rohinson's heirs enjoy lax ad- 
vantages from his family trust 
in due course? 

We mav aLso ask ourselves 


why trusts are created offshore, 
in places like the Channel Is- 
lands or the Cayman Islands. 
The explanation is that putting 
a bit of distance between your 
assets and the Inland Revenue 
has its advantages. It may be, 
for instance, that the buying and 
selling of shares within Lhe 
trust can be conducted without 
paying tax as you go along. In 
the United Kingdom, if I own 
ICI shares and sell them in or- 
der to buy BP, I shall hove to pay 
tax on any gain in ID even 
though I re- invest foe proceeds 
in BP. Off-shore trusts can 


Robinson's offshore trust and 
wonder about the advantages it 
may confer, Mr Darling in- 
forms newspapers that the 
money was put into the trust by 
a Belgium woman living in 
Switzerland, so it was not a way 
of avoiding tax in Britain. As- 
sets weren’t taken out of the 
United Kingdom. Forgive me, 
but I think that you should al- 
ways inquire into schemes 
which involve Belgium women 
living in Switzerland pulling 
money into trusts based in the 
Channel Islands for beneficia- 
ries living in Britain. Why not 


he also admitted that the 
“right” to buy £9m of shares in 
the prosperous British compa- 
ny, TransTec, which he controls, 
had passed to the offshore 
trust The minister states that 
capital gains tax is liable on the 
transaction. 

When we look at foe details 
of this particular transaction, we 
find a further oddity. Between 
Mr Robinson and the offshore 
trust was interposed another 
company owned by Mr Robin- 
son. StenbelL He sold his rights 
to StenhcU; in turn SteribeU sold 
them on to foe offshore trust 


'Forgive me, but I think you should always inquire into schemes 
which involve Belgium women living in Switzerland putting 
money into trusts based in the Channel Islands for beneficiaries 
living in Britain. Why not just send a cheque to Mr Robinson’s 
home address or transfer the assets into his name?’ 


avoid that necessity. Tax be- 
comes payable only when the 
beneficiary in this country re- 
ceives a dividend or capital 
payment 

Furthermore, it Ls some- 
times the case that tax payable 
becomes due rather more slow- 
ly when shares are held in off- 
shore trusts than when they are 
held directly by a UK resident 
Delay has a monetary value. A 
second question, therefore: arc 
Ihcrc tax advantages for the op- 
eration of Mr Robinson’s trust 
as compared with owning the 
same assets directly? 

If wc duck-cluck about Mr 


just send a cheque to Mr 
Robinson's home address or 
transfer the assets into his 
name? I can think of a possi- 
ble reason why nuL Because 
UK tax would become imme- 
diately payable on the benefit. 

Equally curious is foe am- 
biguity in Mr Robinson's state- 
ment over the weekend. On the 
one hand, he staled that he had 
never transferred capital or 
other assets into the trust - Mr 
Darling’s puinLThal is on line 
2 1 of his statement. He was just 
the fortunate beneficiary of 
Madame Joska Bourgeois' mu- 
nificence. But then, on line 27. 


Again there are two reasons 
why this complication might be 
thought advantageous: to dis- 
guise foe ownership of assets: 
or to harvest a tax advantage. 
Was this the case? 

Finally, there is the matter 
of foe blind trust. Blind trusts 
are devices which place the 
management of your assets 
into the hands of trustees who 
do not. indeed may not, tell you 
what they are doing. The tech- 
nique is designed to prevent 
conflicts of interest. Ministers 
say blind trust, end of argument 
Actually blind trusts are not all 
they are cooked up to be. Min- 
t 


isters know that they will regain 
control of tbeir assets when they 
leave office. We are never in- 
formed who foe trustees are. 
For all we know they may be 
friends, associates, employees 
of the companies in which foe 
minister bas an interest, chosen 
because they know what to do 
without being told 

But whatever foe merits of 
a blind trust, in this particular 
case Mr Robinson's evident 
conflict of interest bas not been 
removed The offshore trust es- 
tablished for the minister's 
family, of which be is a 
discretionary beneficiary, has 
not been included in foe blind 
trust arrangements. This is a se- 
rious problem. Treasury minis- 
ters set the tax rules for 
residents of the UK who arc 
beneficiaries of trusts, whether 
established overseas or not. 
Mr Robinson, as a Treasury 
minister, has a conflict of in- 
terest by virtue of being foe ben- 
eficiary of a trust. 

Nor can it be argued that Mr 
Robinson, as Paymaster Gen- 
craL has nothing to do wnfo per- 
sonal taxation. As it happens, 
this morning, Mr Robinson 
will present the Government’s 
proposals for creating individ- 
ual savings accounts that pro- 
vide limited lax advantages for 
ordinary people, perhaps less 
generous than the Tory 
schemes they are designed to 
replace. The final question, 
thus, is for the Chancellor of tbc 
Exchequer given Mr Robin- 
son’s conflict of interest, should 
he remove Mr Robinson from 
playing any role in the Trea- 
sury’s management of the 
nation's tax system? 
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Ask us about summer houses & Greenhouses too! 


Sbhoto: 

Baltic Pine Classic Glasshouses, Baltic House, Loncrock, 
Penzance, Cornwall, TR20 8 FIX 

Please send your Free Brochure to... 


Telephone No: (Day] (Eve) 
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Stephane 

Grappelli 


Stephane Grappelli, violinist: 
bom Paris 26 January 1908; 
died Paris I December 1997. 


AH his long career, StSphane 
Grappelli maintained an ef- 
fortless balance between art 
and entertainment. He was one 
of the last of the dassemusdan - 
perfonmers, for whom playing 
jazz was inseparable from 
playing for people. 

Born in the Paris of the 
belle tpoque. Grappelli lost his 
mother before he was five. He 
was raised by his loving but im- 
pecunious father, who placed 
him in the experimental school 
run by Isadora Duncan, where 
an orchestral performance of 
Debussy’s Prelude a VAptvs- 
midi d'un Faune gave him his 
first deep musical impression. 
The coming of the First World 
War, however; shunted him 
into squalid orphanages and. 
sometimes, hand-to-mouth ex- 
istence on the streets. Grappelli 
often described his childhood as 
“like a Dickens nover, and it 
made him a lifelong survivor.' 
Ever after he would be, as he 
said, “a bit careful" with, mon- 
ey -what others. might call par- 
simonious - and he was always 
aware of the spectre of pover- 
ty. AT the same time he never 
lost a grateful delight, in the 
pleasures of life, an outlook 
reflected in his' joyously 
spontaneous playing. 

He began to ploy for his liv- 
ing after the war at the age of 
12, busking in courtyards with 
a junior-size violin. He taught 
himself the fiddle, though, with 
characteristic diligence, he took 
a course in solfeggio and har- 
mony at the Paris Conserva- 
toire. and at 15 got' a job in an 
orchestra accompanying silent 
films. Shortly afterwards came 
his overwhelming exposure to 
the new American music, on a 
primitive juke-box. He knew in- 
stantly this was what he want- 
ed to play. “I felt I was bora with 
jazz" - and he - sought- out fel- 
low enthusiasts and records by 
his first heroes. Armstrong and 
Beiderbecke. 

Finding work as a jazz vio- 
linist hard to come by, Grappelli 
made himself a second career 
as a pianist He played both in- 
struments with Gregor and his 
Gregorians in the late Twenties 
and Thirties, and even doubled 
for a while on alto saxophone. 
His first meeting with Django 
Reinhardt came in 1931. but it 
wasn't until 1934, during inter- 
vals at the Hotel Garidge’sr/ie' 
dansant. that the legendary 
Quintet of the Hot Club of 
France was born. 

Records like “My Sweet" 
and “Minor Swing" established 
them as the first European 
group worthy of comparison 
with the Americans. Grappelli's 
wiry lyricism perfectly comple- 
mented Reinhardt’s dominant, 
angular attack, though, on a per- 
sonal level the guitarist's wilful 
gypsy ways often exasperated his • 
scrupulous partner. 

Grappelli's long, happy as- 
sociation with Britain (which he 
called his “second country") be- 
gan inadvertently and inauspi- 
ciously when he was stranded in 
London at the beginning of the 
Second World Whr. Landing on 
his feet as usual he built up a 


considerable public following 
through his work with Hatch- 
ett’s Swmgtctte in the West 
End, broadcast and toured ex- 
tensively with his own groups, 
and forged a stimulating musi- 
cal partnership with the young 
George Shearing. 

The success and security he 
had won in Britain made him re- 
.. luctant to renew his chequered 
alliance with Reinhardt after the 
war’s end. Apart from a few. 
records and tours with the old 
line-up, they went their separate 
ways, GrappeUi opting for a fall 
if relatively uneventful life play- 
ing a variety of music for a va- 
riety of audiences. He carried 
on in the same fashion when be 
returned to France in 1954, re- 
spected by the younger gener- 
ation of' be hoppers as a 
“monster musician" always in- 
terested in new developments, 
but taken for granted by the 
general public. In terms of 
recognition, his sturdy profes- 
sionalism worked against him. 
denying the attention h is ever- 
ripening jazz talent deserved. 

This benign neglect persist- 
ed into the 1960s, increased by 
the onset of rock and free jazz, 
two developments alien to 
Grappelli’s otherwise catholic 
taste. In 1967 he accepted a res- 
idence at the Paris Hilton and 
remained there until 1972, sur- 
rounded by diners and dancers, 
while concerts and recordings 
made it clear he was playing 
better than ever. 

Phrt of his decision to leave 
.the Hilton was due to his fa- 
mous appearance on Michael 
Parldnson’s television show with 
Yehudi Menuhin, in December 
1971, which led to a sequence 
of celebrated ducts. But part of 
it was simple boredom, his re- 
alisation that, as he said, “it is ' 
stupid to stay in one place for 
so long". 

Going back on the road, he 
was soon active in many more 
places than he’d been before. In 
1973 the guitarist Diz Disley re- 
united Grappelli with the gui T 
tar and trass accompaniment of 
the Hot Club days and intro- 
duced him to a vast and en- 
thusiastic audience of young 
people, who were captivated by 
his natural fatherly efferves- 
cence, after the psyebodramat- 
ics of rock. Grappelli’s huge 
success with the Disley trio at the 
1973 Cambridge Folk Festival 
inaugurated his rise to interna- 
tional fame; winch expanded 



A style ‘the most like speech of almost any musician working today’: Grappelli in 1940 


Photograph: Hulton Getty 


throughout the Seventies, and 
continued until his death. 

■ The Grappelli style was un- 
mistakeable. His sometime pro- 
tege Nigel Kennedy called it 
“the most like speech of almost 
any musician working today". 
On a ballad like “The Folks 
Who Live on the Hill", be was 
tenderly eloquent,' on medium- 
tempos such as “Sweet Georgia 
Brown" unfailingly swinging, 
while up-tempos like “Them 
There Eyes" shone with agile 
and exhilarating energy. 

On any tune he treated the 
melody with imagination and re- 
spect Like many musicians of 
his generation he believed that 
a melody line had its own val- 
ue. as much as an improvisation, 
and by colour and nuance he 
could turn a familiar theme into 
a personal statement. The pu- 
rity of his music and sincerity of 
his manner gave Stephane 
Grappelli's concerts a classic 


quality. They were wholly free 
from hype and gimmicks - ex- 
cept perhaps for his flowered 
shirts. At one Grappelli concert 
I overheard a father-son ex- 
change, the son observing that 
though be liked the music, a 
rock. show would use tights and 
such for extra stimulation. “Oh 
crazy, man," said his father 
sardonically, “you mean you 
have to listen." That seemed to 
sum up Grappelli's timeless 
appeal which made simply 
listening a pleasure. 

Happily that quality comes 
through on his many recordings, 
though it's fair to say he record- 
ed too much and sometimes too 
casually, putting his formidable 
technique on automatic pilot 
As a committed public perfor- 
mer, he felt deprived of audi- 
ence contact in the studio. But 
there are plenty of sparkling 
moments in his scores of record 
with an astonishing array of 


partners, from Duke Ellington 
to Menuhin. Earl Hines to 
Gary Burton. And there are the 
great performances with Djan- 
go Reinhardt. They were ideal 
foils for each other, and you can 
already hear in Grappelli's play- 
ing the gifts that became richer 
and more assured throughout 
his life - the fluency and in- 
vention, warmth and grace that 
made him one of the best- 
loved communicators in jazz. 

- Geoffrey Smith 



Grappelli, left; at a concert 
London, with -Yehudi Menuhin 


in 1988 for his 80th birthday at the Barbican Centre, 

Photograph: Camera Press 


The partnership between Grap- 
pelli and Reinhardt was often 
precarious and yet it was both 
fundamental and important to 
the violinist's career, writes Steve 
Voce. He acknowledged this 
when, in the decades after the 
death of the guitarist. Grappelli 
would have att empty chair 
placed on stage "for Django". 

. The two were the first to 
prove that Europeans could 
match and often better the 
American musicians at playing 
jazz. But the pairing was 
grotesque! Grappelli was edu- 
cated and played with a classi- 
cally trained sophistication. 
Reinhardt lived in a caravan. 
"Django was a gypsy who had 
burnt his hand in a caravan fire 
and only had three fingers." the 
tenorist Flip Phillips recalled. 
"AJI he could steal was bowling 
balls." Because of his reformed 
hand Reinhardt had developed 
an unorthodox guitar technique 
which to some extent matched 
his character. ■ 

Grappelli was reliable and 
businesslike. Reinhardt bad no 
care for time-keeping and was 
generally erratic in his behav- 
iour. "Django was always late 
and often he forgot to appear 
4t night because his only dock 
was the sun," said Grappelli. 


Reinhardt was also illiterate, 
though he taught himself to 
read later. The guitarisL who 
trusted his senior partner im- 
plicitly. was sensitive about his 
inability to read and would pre- 
tend to check contracts after 
Grappelli had approved them. 
On one occasion he pretended 
to read a contract the two were 
being offered by a promoter for 
a booking in London. To make 
his charade convincing he point- 
ed to a line in the contract and 
said that it was unacceptable. 
Furious. Grappelli took the pa- 
per from him and read the 
line. It was to guarantee the two 
first-class return airfares to 
England. 

TTje violinist disliked flying 
and because of this postponed 
his firsL visit to the United 
States until 1969 ( Reinhardt's 
death in 1953 had forestalled a 
planned trip to New York by the 
duo). He first played at Car- 
negie Hall in 1974 and re- 
turned there to celebrate his 
8rtth binhday in 1988 with a con- 
cert which teamed him with the 
cellist Yo Yo Ma. the Juilliard 
String Quanet and a distin- 
guished assembly of American 
jazz musicians. 

Grappelli's instrument is 
barely compatible with most jazz 
combinations, but this icono- 
clast of the violin played with 
and sometimes recorded with 
such diverse jazz characters as 
MDes Davis. Duke Ellington, 
Gary Burton. Oscar Peterson, 
Eari Hines and Phil Woods, to 
say nothing of his albums with 
Yehudi Menuhin and Yo Yo Ma. 
His playing continued to im- 
prove as he gave concerts in the 
Nineties and his recording ca- 
reer. which stretched over sev- 
en decades, is probably the most 
formidable in the whole of jazz. 




Coleman Young 


Coleman Alexander Young, 
dvif rights campaigner and 
politician: born Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama 24 May 1918; Mayor 
of Detroit 1973-93; died 
Detroit 29 November 1997. 


In the rich and colourfal fir- 
mament of big city Uniled 
States mayors. Coleman Young 
occupies a niche of his own. 
Charismatic, crusading and au- 
tocratic. for better and worse he 
dominated the politics of De- 
troit during 20 terrible years for 
his country's flagship industri- 
al city. But" his life was a cameo 
of the struggle this century of 
black America for emancipation 
and self-respecL 

He was bom in Alabama but 
when he was only five his fam- 
ily joined in the great secular 
black migration northward, 
leaving the terrors of the Ku 
Klux Klan for the hope and op- 
portunity offered by the motor 
industry's heroic age. But racial 
discrimination shaped him al- 
most from the outset; first as a 
brilliant student denied the 
chance of university, then as a 
worker on the Ford assembly 
lines taunted by while supervi- 
sors, finally as an airman in the 
Second World War, arrested for 
demanding to be served in a seg- 
regated officers' club. And, un- 
til the end of his days, the 
slighted young radical would 
be a fighter for black rights, 
especially at the workplace. 

In 1949 he founded the Na- 
tional Negro Labor Council, 
whose achievements included 
forcing a measure of integration 
upon Sears, Roebuck, then the 
largest US retailers. For his 
pains, be found himself before 
the House Un-American Activ- 
ities Committee, and chose to 
disband the Council rather than 
surrender a list of members to 
the government. “In those days," 
he recalled later. “If you were try- 
ing to do anything for blacks, you 
were considered a Communist." 

Predictably, bard times fol- 
lowed. Young was blacklisted, 
and was obliged to take a string 
of menial jobs. But by 1964 his 
reputation as a labour and civ- 



Young: Lord of Detroit 


il rights campaigner helped win 
him a seat in the Michigan 
state senate. His political ascent 
had begun, and in November 
1973 he was elected Mayor of 
Detroit among the first blacks 
to run a major US city. 

It was the toughest political 
assignment in America. The De- 
troit of legend, of booming 
motor industry, boundless jobs 
and the glitz of Tamla Mo- 
town, had been buried under an 
avalanche of race riots, energy 
crisis, recession and virtual mu- 
nicipal bankruptcy. America's 
workshop had become a glob- 
al case study of inner city col- 
lapse. Affluent whites fled to the 
suburbs. Vast swathes of Detroit 


became an industrial Pompeii. 
Only in its murder rate did it any 
longer lead the country. . ; 

Probably not even a saint \ 
could have rescued Motown ai . . 
that nadir of its histoiy. ang ~ 
Young fell several notcbessb£i£ 
of beatitude. But h& start was 
promising enough. Having woo 
election on a platform of clean- 
ing up racism in . the police 
force, widely blamed during . 
the 1967 riots which took 43 
lives, he moved swiftly to ap? 
point more blacks. WitijrL 
Henry Ford and Leonard/ 
Woodcock, head of the Union . 
of Autoworkers, be formed .a 
coalition to rescue Detroit and 
issued his famous call to arms 
against crime; “1 warn all dope 
pushers, all rip-off -artists, att- : 
muggers . . . It's time to leave. . 
Detroit . . . And I don’t give a - 
damn if they' rc black or white, 
or if they wear Superfly suits or 
blue uniforms with silver 
badges. Hit the road. As of this 
minute we're going to turn this 
city round." 

But the road to urban ruin 
is paved with good intentions. 
The recession deepened, the 
federal government refused to 
help and Detroit was trapped in 
the vicious self-perpetuating 
cycle of rising unemployment, 
dwindling tax revenues, re- 
duced services, and further 
middle-class flight that has 
plagued cities across America, 
most famously of late Wash-, 
ington DC. And as Detroit de- . 
dined. Young's belligerence 
grew. Gradually be gave up on 
business, and the whites en- 
trenched in the suburbs beyond 
Eight Mile Road. All his life 
Young loved sports, and to the 
fugitives he quoted from De- 
troit’s most famous sporting 
son: “Like Joe Louis said, you 
can run. babv. but you can’t 
hide." 

Four times he was re- 
elected in 1977, 1981. 1985, and 
1989, and each success tight- 
ened his grip on. Detroit's po- 
litical machine. When he 
wanted Young could be charm- 
ing and conciliatory. But with 
the years he grew more con- 
frontational. He was the Lord 
of Detroit, and he made sure 
visitors knew ft. His style be- 
came lazier, his language more 
profane. By the end he would 
sometimes receive guests like an 
African potentate, clad in a silk 
dressing-gown, smoking a cig- 
ar. His own summary of his ca- 
reer was lapidary: “Just let's say 
I’ve had some peaks and valleys, 
baby." 

Briefly Young contemplated 
a sixth term. But illness dictat- 
ed his retirement in 1993, and 
would plague him for the rest 
of his life. As his own health fad- 
ed however, that of the city he . 
had ruled began to improve. His 
successor Dennis Archer, a 
moderate black Democrat on 
dose terms with President Gin-' - 
ton, is painstakingly re knitting' : 
the city with its severed suburbs.;: 
The baseball Tigers and the 1 
football Lions are moving to 
new downtown sports stadia, 
and, gingerly, restaurants, shops, 
and corporations, led by GM it- 
self. are returning to the city's ; 
heart. The trend reflects a 
resurgent and more diversified ■ 
local economy, a feeling ofguflf ; 
about what has been allowed to 
happen - but also of relief that 
the flamboyant, combative but; 
ultimately corrosive Coleman 
Young is no longer in City HalL 
. - Rupert Cornwell : 
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Announcements tor Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Birchs, 
Adopdons,Mirmges,Oeiths,Memo- 
rial Mrntw, Wfeddbig anniversaries. In 
Mflrtioriam) should be sent In writing 
co the Gazette Editor, The Indepen- 
dent, I Canada Square, Canary Whorl 
London EM 5DU telephoned to W7I- 
293 2011 (24-hour answering machine 
0r71 -293 2012) or faxed to 0171-293 2010, 
and are charged at £6 JO a line (VAT 
extra). OTHER Gazette announce- 
ments (nations, functions. Forthcom- 


ing marriages. Marriages) must be 
submitted in writing (or fixed) and are 
char g ed at £10 a fine, VAT extra. They 
should be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone number. 


Lectures 


Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Imogen Stewart, “Liberty Dress and 
Textiles". 230pm. 

British Museum: Sam Moorhead, 
“Rome’s Northern Frontier", 
1.15pm. 

London School of Economics, 

London .WC2: Professor Peter 
Hennessy, “The Blair Style of Gov- 
ernment: an historical perspective 
and an interim audit", 5J0pm. 
RIBA Architecture Centra, Um- 
don Wl: Chris Royffe. “The Archi- 
tecture of Landscape”, 6.50pm. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
Tha OiMan reortwx tbr President of the taler 
aihr Republic of Brarfi. Scntar Fernando Cn- 
dew. «nd Scnfara Gudow on a Suic VoiL The 
Ducfwsa at Kant preienls Lhe BT QnUUnc 
Awsnfc for Savin m Children. LaDcbhonmgh 
Hotel London SWI. 


Changing of the Guard 


The HniBcMd Cjvaby Mourned B ghgg n 


mmols [he Queen', LBe ("niaid ni Hona ( 


I la 


Birthdays 

Sir Maurice' Bathurst QG interna- 
tional judge, 84; Sir Frederic Barnett, 
former MP.-79; Mr Timothy Boswell 
MP, 55; The Hon Nigel Colder, sci- 
ence writer, 66; Professor Sir Alan 
Cook, former Master, Selwyn Col- 
lege. Cambridge, 75; Sir Frank Coop- 
er, former senior civil servant. 75: Sir 
David Davies, former chairman. 
Welsh Development Agency. S& Mr 
Mike England, football manager, 55; 
Mr Andrew George MP, 39; Mr. 
■David Green, Director. Voluntary 
Service. Overseas, 49; Mr Michael 
Green, chairman, Carlton Commu- 
nications and 1TN, 50: General 
Alexander Haig, former US Secre- 
tary of State, 73; Marshal of the RAF 
Sir Peter Handing, former Chief of 
the Defence Staff. 64; Miss Julie Har- 
ris, actress, 72; Miss Patricia Hewitt 
MP. 49: Sir George Laboochere, 

' former ambassador to Spain, 92; Dr 
Brian Lang, chief executive and 
deputy chairman. British Library. 52; 
Mr Roy Moss, former vice-chairman. 
Allied Donjecq, 68; Dame Winifred 
Premice; former President Royal 
College of Nursing, 87; Miss Moni- 
ca Seles, tennis player, 24; Mr Alex 
Smith. MEP. 54. 


cilia Sofia CaJIaSj operatic soprano, 
1923. Deaths: Margaret of An- 
gouteme. Queen of Henry II -of 
Navarre, 1549; Donatien-AJphonse 
Francois, Marquis de Sade. writer and 
philosopher. 1814; John Brown, abo- 
litionist executed 1859: Edmond- 
Eugine Alexis Rostand, playwright 
I91S: E.M. Detafidd (Edmtfc Eliz- 
abeth Monica de la Pasture).. novel- 
ist 1943: Philip Arthur Larkin, poet 
1985. On this day: the new St Paul's 
Cathedral was opened, 1697; 
Napoleon was crowned Emperor in 
Paris by Pope Pius VH, 1804: Birk- 
beck College. London, was founded. 
• 1823; King Camp Gillette patented 
the Erst safety razor, L90I; the first 


go, 


atomic pile started operating, Quca- 
i, 1942; the Person Gruff sheikhdoms 


combined to form the United Arab 
Emirates. 1971. Today is the Feast 
Day of St Bibiana or Viviana, St 
Chromatins of Aquifca, St Noams 
and St SQvanusiof Constantinople. 


Dinners 


Anniversaries 

Births Francis Xavier ’Quadrio, Je- 
suit scholar. 1695; Pedro 11. Emper- 
or of Brazil, 1825; Sir Franck 
Canuthcrs Gould, caricaturist and 
politician, 1844; Geoiges-Piene Seu- 
rat. painter. 1&59; Manuel Ponce, 
Mexican composer, 1882; Pieter Carl 
Goldmark, Inventor o( the long- 
playing record. 1906; Maria Anna Cc^ 


First Sea Lord 

Admiral Sir Jock SlaieT, First Sea 
Lord, presided at a dinner held yes- 
terday evening at Admiralty House. 
London SWI. in honour of Admiral 
Jay Johnson USN. Chief of Naval 
Operations. 


Coningsby Club 

The Commincc of the Coningsby 
Club hosted their Christmas Dinner 
yesterday evening at the Naval and 
Military" Gub. London SWI. Mr 
Charles Moore, Editor of [he Daily 
Telegraph . was the guest of honour 
and speaker. Mr Martin Calder- 
bank. Chairman, presided. 


LAW REPORT: 2 decemberi997 


Defendant must be allowed to make representations 


A Crown Court judge who 
had acquitted a defendant on 
appeal from the magistrates' 
court was entitled to 
consider an application by 
die prosecution for an 
extension of time in which to 
state a case for the opinion 
of the High Court without 
consulting the justices who 
had heard the appeal with 
him, but he should not 
determine such an 
application without ail owing 
the acquitted defendant to 
make representations. 

Director of Public Prosecutions v 
Coleman: Queen's Bench Divisional 
Court i Lord Justice Pill and Mr 
lustice Garland) 26 November 1997 


Road Magistrates' Court of 
falling without reasonable ex- 
cuse to provide a specimen of 
breath for analysis, contrary 
to section 7(6) of the Road 
Traffic Act 1988. 

John McGuinness (Crohn Prosecu- 
tion Service) for the appellant; Nigel 
Ley f /.£. Armah & Co) for the 
respondent 


The Divisional Court dismissed 
the prosecutor’s appeal by way 
of case stated against the ac- 
quittal of Valerie Ann Coleman 
on appeal to Southwark Crown 
Court (Judge Mercer sitting 
with justices) from Horepfeny 


Lord justice Pill said that the 
questions originally posed for 
the opinion of the court were, 
to put it generally, whether lhe 
court had been right in law to 
find that the prosecution had 
failed to follow proper proce- 
dures under the Road Traffic 
Act 1988 and the Police and 
Criminal Evidence Act 1984. It 
was common ground that the 
original questions now had to 
be answered in a way adverse 
to the respondent. 

Further questions had, how- 
ever, arisen because the ap- 
pellant's application to the 


Crown Court to state a case 
had been made out of time. 
The judge had determined the 
applications to state a case 
and to extend time to state a 
ease without consulting the 
justices who had sat with him 
on the bearing of the respon- 
dent’s appeal against the deci- 
sion of the magistrate's court, 
and had granted leave to applv 
for a case stated out of time ex 
pane, without hearing repre- 
sentations from the respondent 
The procedure upon an ap- 
plication to lhe Crown Court 
lo slate a case was sel out in 
rule 26 of the Crown G^url 
Rules 1981 Under that rule the 
primary responsibility f or 
preparing the case u, be stal- 
ed was plainly upon the judge. 
The use of the expression 
“Gown Court r as distinct from 
“judge" in paragraphs 1 1 and 
14 of the rule (dealing respec- 
tively with Lhe questions of 
recognisance and extension of 


time ) did not require the par- 
ticipation of the justices in 
those decisions, but rather re- 
flected the possibility that a 
judge other than the judge 
who had heard the original 
appeal might consider the rel- 
evant applications. A judge 
alone could, therefore, consider 
an application for an extension 
of time. 

A defendant who had been 
acquitted on appeal to the 
Crown Court should be given 
the opportunity to make rep- 
resentations, if the prosecution 
sought to extend the scope of 
its right lo request the Crown 
Court to State a case for the 
opinion of the High Court bv 
applying to extend the time in 
which an application could be 
made. A situation where he did 
not have that 


time had not contained any ex- 
planation as lo why no appli- 
cation had been made within 
the time limit. The procedure 
followed in the present case 
had been significantly flawed by 
the failure to hear representa- 
tions from the respondent and 
accordingly there had been no ,| 
valid extension of time. 

The procedure which 
should he followed upon a 
prosecution application to ex- 
tend time in which to apply 10 

the C mwn Court to slate a case 
was; 

1 1) the defendant should be notifi^ 
of Ihc application; (2) the ten®*:; ; 
ihe application should be disdossc: 

Im him and he should be told ofg* ; 
nphl in make representations: P - 1 . 

' court should consider the #?■ 


*1 


'"‘Oh 


"its 


ih 


opportunity 


would be intolerable. 

TJie present case illustrated 


Tk ^ 7 ’"“'Uiuuu 

uk danger involved. The an- 
piication for an extension of 


— >UIU I.UIL91UG1 

resentaiions of both parties and P? 

defendant should have the °PP^ 
niniiy to deal with all represeniaw^ 
made bv the prosecution; (4) £ 
application could normally. &* J • 
o msidvred un the basis of wn 1 * 6 ® 

representations. 


- Kate O'Hanlon, 
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DTI considers 
Budge company 
collapse as pit 
crisis worsens 


The Department of Trade and 
Industry is considering publishing 
reports into the collapse of a 
former company run by the 
Budge family, including the role 
played by Richard Budge, who 
later bought most of England’s 
deep mines. As Chris Godsmark and 
Michael Harrison report, the move 
could intensify pressure on Mr 
Budge, chief executive of RjB 
Mining, as the group moves 
towards mass redundancies and 
pit closures. 

According to senior sources, the DTI is 
looking into the 1992 collapse of AF 
Budge, the family construction and min- 
ing company of which Mr Budge had pre- 
viously been a director. It comes as 
ministers face increasing criticism that the 
Government has done too little to prevent 
a looming wave of pit closures, with the an- 
ticipated loss of around 5,000 jobs. 

AF Budge went bust in 1992 with debts 
of £96m. A BBC Panorama investigation 
into the affair in 1995 alleged that Coopers 
and Lybrami the administrative receivers, 
had considered some dealings by Mr 
Budge, while at AF Budge, were “in con- 
travention of the Companies Act." 

The receiver's conclusions landed on 
minis ters' desks as the DTI was about to 
sell most of the coal industry to Mr Budge. 
A subsequent National Audit Office probe 
found no evidence that the DTI’s privati- 
sation uiiit had sought to influence the de- 
cision not to take action against Mr Budge. 

Last year three other former directors 
of AF Budge, Tony Budge and Janet 
Budge. MrBudge’selderbrotherandsis- 
ter-in-law, along with Michael Yates, were 
disqualified from acting as company 
directors. 

Separately yesterday, as RJB directors 
met in London to consider the coal crisis. 


it emerged that Mr Budge is to appear be- 
fore MPs on the Commons Trade and In- 
dustry Select Committee on Wednesday. He 
is expected to face questioning on which pits 
are most likely to close, including the fate 
of the threatened Selby “suporpit” complex. 

John Battle, the Energy* Minister, has 
also been called before the committee and 
will insist that the DTI has taken action in 
recent weeks to create a level playing-field 
to safeguard the market for British coal. 

An RJB spokesman declined to com- 
ment on the board meeting, which is 
Lhought to have agreed to press ahead with 
moves to cut production capacity 10 match 
falling demand. “All we can say is that we 
are keeping events and developments un- 
der review." said the spokesman. 

Meanwhile, National Power warned yes- 
terday that forcing the three big coal-fired 
generators to increase emergency stockpiles 
of coal at their power stations would he a 
short-term fix that would not solve the RJB 
crisis and would penalise its shareholders. 

A spokesman said that because of the 
mild winter National lowers current coal 
stocks were above minimum security levels 
laid down in law but also those it normal- 
ly maintained for commercial reasons. 

He also pointed out that if the gener- 
ators were obliged to increase coal stocks 
they would have to issue open lenders not 
only to RJB but other UK coal producers 
and importers. There would also be a prob- 
lem of where to stockpile the coal, given 
the high levels of power station stocks. The 
three fossil fuel generators -National Pow- 
er, PoweiGen and Eastern - consume 
enough coal a year to cover 115 miles of 
the M25 to a depth of 15 feet. 

All three generators are due to give ev- 
idence before the Commons trade and in- 
dustry select committee tomorrow. None 
are understood to have been approached 
by the Government to discuss a hail-oui of 
RJB. FowerGen, the only one still to 
agree new coal contracts with RJB. has no 
negotiations planned for this week. 

Outlook, page 25 



Future uncertain: (clockwise from above) A miner clocking off from the day shift at Rossmgton Colliery, North Yorkshire; John Battle, the Energy Minister, who 
will tell the Select Committee that the DTI has taken action to safeguard the market for British coal; and Richard Budge of RJB Main photograph: Tom Riston 
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United News & Media has put its 
regional newspaper interests up for 
sale with a price tag of more than 
£4Q0m. The move follows months of 
speculation that Lord Holliclds 
media-group would ditch Its regional 
papers in order to focus on television 
and national newspapers. Cathy 
Newman reports. 


Kleinwort Benson has been approaching in- 
terested parties on United's behalf about the 
sale of titles which include the Yorkshire Post. 
United Provincial Newspapers is the fourth- 
1 laigest regional newspaper publisher m the UK, 
whh 61 papers in Yorkshire. Lancashire, Sur- 
rey and Essex. 

-.five prominent regional newspaper groups 
are known to have been approached. These 
are. believed to include Newsquest Media 
Group, which came to the stock market in Oc- 
tober, - Trinity International Holdings, the 
biggest regional press player,- Independent 
Newspapers, NorthcUffe Newspapers and 
Johnston Press. Newsquest, which was formed 
after Reed Regional Newspapers was sold to 
a management buyout two years ago, has in 
the.past made public its interest in UPN. How- 
ever, Jim. Brown, chairman, was not available 
fer comment last night- 

industry sources suggested last night that 
Newsquest could face monopoly problems if 
it bought UPN. Newsquest operates in areas 
such as Yorkshire and Lancashire. Some an- 
alysts said Trini ty would be the favourite buyer, 
although it tod h^hewspapers in Yorkshire. 

In response id calls about the sale. Unit- 


ed issued a statement after the market had 
closed confirming it had “received a number 
of approaches from third parties indicating 
their interest in acquiring these businesses”. 
It added: “The board is considering a range 
of alternatives including the further develop- 
ment of its regional newspaper businesses." 

The disposal also includes UPN Espana. 
the company’s Spanish regional paper division, 
and the free newspapers within United Ad- 
vertising Publications ( UAP). However UAP’s 
flagship title. Etchant? A. Mart, will be retained 
by United. 

The sale of UPN will be seen as one of the 
final stages of consolidation in the regional 
newspaper industry. Trinity kicked off a fre- 
netic round of mergers and acquisitions by 
snapping up Thomson Regional Newspapers 
for £327.5 m in November 1995. More corpo- 
rate activity followed with Johnston buying 
Eraap's regional titles, and Newsquest ac- 
quiring Westminster Press from Pearson. 
Most recently. Mirror Group added Midland 
Independent Newspapers to its newspaper in- 
terests. paying £297m in July this year. 

United raised £3 1.5m by selling its Welsh 
regional papers to Southern Newspapers a year 
ago. However it reneged on its intention to dis- 
pose of its papers in South-east England af- 
ter the potential buyers failed to meet United's 
asking price. At the time. City analysis spec- 
ulated that the rest of the regional newspaper 
division would eventually go so that Lord Hol- 
lick could concentrate on his burgeoning TV 
businesses. United bought the HTV franchise 
earlier this year and owns the Anglia and 
Meridian ITV licences. . 

The company, which owns the Express news- 
paper. is also looking at ways of getting into 
pav-TV. 




Competition Hits BT harder than expected 


f' fS' « 


. British Tblecom is set to lose a much bigger 
slice of its domestic customer base than pre- 
viously fbrecast as compentionl>ites deeper into 
its near-monopoly of residential exchange 
lines, according 10 _Don Cruickshank, the 
industry regulator. The latest estimate by 
OfteL the telephones watchdog, & that BTs 
share of residential exchange fines will drop 
to-70 per cent by : 2000, down from 91 per cent 
at the end of Iasfyear. Oftel’s previous pre- 
(fietkm in May was that BT would retain 80 per 
cent of phone lmes by ihe mill ennium. 

In a speecfrto an industry conference yes- 
terday. Mr Cruickshank also forecast that be- 
tween 70 and 80 per cenf of people would have 
a choice Of threephone companies, compared 


with fewer than 10 per cem in 1996. Mr Cruick- 
shank warned BT that the competitive 
challenge would intensify -"to the benefit of 
customers”. The LHC phone market was 
opened to full competition in 1991. 

BT yesterday intensified the price battle with 
rivals by announcing a 10 per cent ail in tariffs 
on weekend long-distance UK calls from 17 
January. BT is also cutting between 12 and 21 
per cent off calls to Japan- The cuts will knock 
£19.4m off BTs revenues, though only £7.6m 
of the reductions form pan of Oftel’s domes- 
tic price formula, which began in August. The 
price cap only applies to 80 per cent of homes 

and excludes businesses. 

- Chris Godsmark 
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Traders suspended in FTSE 
manipulation allegations 


Two JP Morgan traders have been 
suspended after reportedly 
manipulating the FTSE 100. As Lea 
Paterson explains. Sets, the London 
Stock Exchange's new order-driven 
trading system, could be at least 
partly at fault. 

Two equity options traders at JP Morgan, the 
investment bank, have been suspended fol- 
lowing allegations that. together with traders 
Iroma rival investment bank, they manipu- 
lated the level of the FTSE 100 on Friday af- 
ternoon. The rival hank implicated in the 
scandal has not yet been identified. JP Mor- 
gan refused in name the employees in- 
vi lived, adding that it did not expect to make 
further .staff suspensions. 

The allegations against the two suspended 
traders .ire thought to centre on movements 
in pharmaceutical slocks late Friday after- 
noon. It is understood that, during the 
course of the day. the two JP Morgan traders 
asked a series of rival hanks to assist in dri- 
ving down the FTSE 100. After a number of 
rejection.*, the two traders found willing 
partners, and FTSE dropped 38 points in the 
Iasi minutes of trade. The investigation is 
though to centre on movements of shares in 
pharmaceutical giants Glaxo Wellcome and 
SmithKlinc Bcecham. Their shares plunged 
it iwards the end of market trading on Friday. 

It is understood that one of the banks ap- 
proached by the JP Morgan employees 
tipped off the London Stock Exchange after 
the market closed on Friday. The Exchange 
promptly began an investigation. 

The two JP Morgan traders are thought 


to have been attempting to hedge a deriva- 
tives position by driving down the level of the 
FTSE, a move which would be in breach of 
Lhe Stock Exchange's regulations. 

It is thought that the two JP Morgan 
traders persuaded rival traders to input 
“rogue” prices for the pharmaceutical stocks 
in the last few moments of market trade on 
Friday on to the Exchange's new electronic 
order book. The JP Morgan traders arc then 
thought to have traded a “basket” of all FTSE 
100 stocks, pushing both the price of the phar- 
maceutical shares and the level of the FTSE 
1U0 down. 

Manipulation of the Exchange’s new elec- 
tronic order-driven system. Sets, is particu- 
larly easy in the late afternoon. This is 
because traders remove their buy and sell or- 
ders from the book in the late afternoon, re- 
ducing liquidity. 

Last week, the Stock Exchange released 
figures showing that the liquidity problems 
tend to be most marked in the first 45 min- 
utes and the last 15 minutes of lhe trading 
day. 

Aside from “educating member firms”, the 
Exchange is not yet taking concrete steps to 
solve the pricing problems. Martin Wheat- 
ley. head of markets development at the Stock 
Exchange, said last week that structural 
changes were unlikely at least until the New 
Year. 

Changes that have been suggested include 
moving the trading day back one hour - a 
move that Mr Wheatley says he has not com- 
pletely ruled out - forcing major institutions, 
many of which do not start trading until 10am. 
to trade earlier in the day. and calculating 
“closing” prices before the Exchange's official 
closing time of 4.30pm. 


Pontin’s camps to go back to their roots 


Scottish & Newcastle yesterday announced a 
radical restructuring! if its Pbnlm’s holiday camp 
business which will involve the disposal of five 
nl its 11 sites around the country. 

Famous lor its Blue Coals, Pont in's has 
helped spawn entertainers such as Shane 
Ritchie. Roger dc Courcy and Jimmy Cricket. 

SlVN plans to return the business 10 its rows, 
tillering traditional "Family Favourite” holidays. 
[ 1 will ah* 1 u mlinue li « develop "Super Choice”, 
which nl'I'ers adventure holidays fur children. 

!*■ tniin's h;is camps in some of the UK's most 
[> ipnlar hi ilklay destinations, such as Blackpool 
and West. m-Super-Mare. S&N refused to re- 
veal which sites would be sold off. 

One source ■ciid yesterday: “As soon as S&N 


can start producing higher returns from the re- 
maining camps it is likely to look for a sale.” 

Pomin's profits nearly halved to £32m in the 
six months to October due to higher market- 
ing and development costs. 

However, that did not stop S&N recording 
a 15 percent rise in pre-tax profits to £224-5m 
thanks to a strong performance from its pub 
and brewing business. 

S&N plans to spend more than £300m on 
its managed pub estate over the next two years. 
It is going to run down its 700-strong tenant- 
ed pub estate, selling some outlets and con- 
verting others to managed puhs. 

- Andrew Yates 
Investment column, page 24 
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Scottish & Newcastle: At a glance 


Trading record 

Turnover (Ebn) 

' Pre-tax profits (Em) 
Earnings per share (p) 
Dividends per share (p) 
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1997 

, — half year — . 

1996 1997 
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1,67 

1.68 
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Imperial can still 
find growth 


Like the Government, the City has an 
aversion to tobacco. For evidence, 
took no further than the perfor- 
mance of Imperial Tobacco, the UK’s 
largest cigarette maker. Despite the 
constant rumours of a bid from rival 
BAT, Imperial’s share price has gone 
nowhere in the 14 months since it re- 
emerged from the Hanson empire. 

Judged by yesterday's results, that 
is no surprise. Imperial reckons the 
UK cigarette market shrank by 5 per 
cent last year as a result of sharp in- 
creases in tobacco duty. With the price 
of a packet 19p dearer from yester- 
day, consumption is bound to carry 
on falling. And since the price hikes 
are prompting smokers to switch to 
cheaper brands. Imperial is also 
struggling to hang on to its market 
share. The looming advertising ban 
will make it even harder for the 
group to defend premium brands 
such as Embassy. 

That said. Imperial has several fac- 
tors in its favour. In true Hanson form, 
the management keeps finding new 
ways of squeezing extra productivity 
out of the business. Then there's ex- 
pansion in international markets. 
Strip out the effects of the strong 
pound and the first-time contribution 
from cigareLte paper maker Rizla, 
which Imperial bought in January, and 
underlying profits in the interna- 
tional businesses rose 17 per cent. 
That's in spite of a disastrous 24 per 
cent slump in French volumes as a 
result of a government price freeze. 

Finally, there's Rizla. which 
chipped in operating profits of£16ra 
in eight months. Although Imperial 
has already squeezed some cost 
savings out of the company, other 
measures, such as merging the sales 
forces, have yet to show up in its 
bottom line. 

All this means Imperial's profits 
should continue to grow. BZW ex- 
pects an H per cent rise to £340m ihis 
year, putting the shares, up lp to 395p. 
on a forward earnings multiple of just 
nine. 

Although twin threats of taxation 
and litigation justify a discount to the 
market, the current rating makes no 
allowance for Imperial’s growth 
potential or the possibility of a bid. 
Good value. 


leisure division had slumped to £3.2ra 

(£6.2m). 

Its Pontin's holiday camps are still 
struggling and SAN's Centre Parcs 
concept continues to prove difficult 
to sell on the Continent. 

Chances are Pontin’s will soon be 
sold and Centre Parcs should come 
right eventually, although not for the 
next six months at least. 

However, S&N’s leisure woes 
should not detract from what was 
overall a great set of results. 

The group still managed to beat an- 
alysts' forecasts by announcing a 15 
per cent rise in pre-tax profits to 
£225m. thanks to a sterling perfor- 
mance from its pub estate and beer 
business. 

In a beer market where brands are 
becoming increasingly important, 
S&N has one of the best portfolios in 
the business. And in a pub market 
which is quickly dividing between 
winners and losers, S&N is emerging 
as a winner. 

The testament to its success is the 
fact that the company is managing to 
maintain returns of 28 per cent from 
its investment in its managed estate. 

Analysis forecast full-year profits 
of around £430m, putting Lhe shares, 
up 192>p to 714.5pon the good results 
yesterday, on a prospective price -earn- 
ings ratio of 13. On these figures, they 
are good value. 


Bad news is good 
news for AEA 


S&N solid despite 
leisure slump 


Whatever happened to the leisure 
boom? A year ago pundits were pre- 
dicting that a combination of a strong 
economy and building society wind- 
falls would lead to a golden era for 
the industry, with more punters 
splashing out on a game of bingo or 
a visit to their local holiday camp. 

The reality has been rather dif- 
ferent Customers have preferred to 
go on exotic holidays abroad. 

Huge investment in the industry 
has also caused intense competition 
for the leisure pound and hit margins. 
Now the brewers are desperately 
slashing investment and trying to 
sell off businesses. 

Scottish & Newcastle highlighted 
the industry’s problems yesterday 
when it announced that profits at its 


The worse the news gels from the Kyoto 
earth summit in Japan this week, (he 
better it will suit AEA Technology, the 
consultancy and engineering arm of the 
Atomic Energy Authority, privatised 
just over u year ago. 

The fight against global warming is 
one reason why AEA, which yesterday 
reported half-year operating profits to 
September up 41 per cent to £9ra. be- 
lieves it can double turnover to £500m 
by the turn of the millennium. 

Environmental engineering already 
accounts for one-fifth of group 
turnover, with clients including most of 
the oil majors, and looks a good bet for 
further expansion. 

Other growth opportunities include 
the railways, where AEA is working 
with Railtrackon new train safety sys- 
tems, nuclear science, engineering 
software and batteries. 

Just 15 months after dotation. AEA. 
which once relied on contracts from its 
former parents for more than half its 
turnover, is unrecognisable. The 
lithium-ion battery business - AEA has 
the rights to license the world's biggest 
producers - remains the mainstay of the 
technical products division and nego- 
tiations are under way with a Japanese 
partner to establish a plant in the UK 
producing rechargeable butteries. 

After splashing out £40m to buy 
Hyprolech. a US process software busi- 
ness, and the environmental engineer 
ERG in the past six months, the pace 
of acquisitions may slow. But interest 
cover of 12 times leaves AEA with suf- 
ficient firepower. 

AEA should make £29m in the full 
year, putting the shares, up Ip to 43b-5p, 
on a forward multiple of 19. The group 
has lost its premium to the engineering 
services sector. But the shares, now 60 
per cent above their issue price, could 
be due a rotating if Kyoto proves the 
C02 cloud with a silver lining. 


Zeneca claims ‘plenty in the drugs 
pipeline’ to reassure investors 


A confidential independent 
investigation into Zeneca’s drugs 
pipeline, believed to have been 
prepared by the accountants 
KPMG, has concluded that the 
UK’s third biggest drug group is 
suffering from a serious shortage 
of new drugs, threatening future 
growth, according to sources close 
to Zeneca. Someeno Ahmad reports. 
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At a presentation yesterday updating an- 
alysis on its research programme, lhe com- 
pany moved to quash investors' concerns 
over lhe quality of its drug pipeline in the 
face of key drug patent expiries, saving it 
had “plenty of fuel in the tank” to take lhe 
company into the next decade- 

While shares in Zeneca reversed their 
recent weakness, jumping 6Up to on 
a mood of renewed confidence about 
prospects. Glaxo Wellcome '$ shares 
bounced 40p io 1 340p yesterday, despite an- 
nouncing that ii was withdrawing a diabetes 
drug in the UK after six people taking it had 
died. The bounce in Glaxo and SmithKIine 
Beech am s share price yesterday followed 
unusual selling of the shares on Friday, 
prompting a stock exchange investigation. 

At Zeneca's research and development 
presentation to analysts at Alderiy Edge yes- 
terday. Tom McKHlop, CEO of Zeneca Phar- 
maceuticals acknowledged that there were 
concerns about the group's prospects hut 
said the company planned to double sties 
in the next few years and with 26 new drug 
introductions planned in areas such as can- 
cer, pain and respiratory disease, had ‘'ex- 
cellent" growth prospects. Mr McKillop, at 
one stage tipped to replace Sir David 
Barnes when he retires as chief executive, 
said observers were “overestimating the 
risks", associated with the US patent expiries 
on its heart drug Zestril in 2001 and cancer 
drug Nolvadex a year later. Though shares 
in the company, which have slumped in the 
last month after ABN Amro Hoare GovetU 
NatWest and Greig Middleton expressed 
concerns about its drug pipeline recovered 
yesterday, several remained unsatisfied. 

One analyst said: “All that Zeneca has 
to offer is line extensions on existing 
products and new formulations. Glaxo is 
launching at least three times as many new 
drugs per year in the next five years and 
spends three times as much on research.” 
.Another analyst criticised Zeneca for fail- 
ing to forge alliances with biotechnology 
companies fast enough: “For too long 
Zeneca thought it could go it alone." 

Glaxo, the UK's biggest pharmaceuti- 
cal company, said it was voluntarily hall- 


























Tom McKillop, chief executive of Zeneca Pharmaceuticals, yesterday acknowledged that there were concerns about the 
group% prospects but said the company planned to double sales in the next few years with 26 new drug introductions 


ing British sales of troglitazone. iis new drug 
to treat the common type II form of dia- 
betes after six patients taking the drug had 
died of I h er failure. A spokesman lor Glaxo 
said none of the deaths was in the UK. 
where the drug, branded as Romozin. had 
been sold since 1 October. Last month, both 
Varner Lambert and Sankyo were forced 
to put a warning label on Rezulin. warning 
doctors in the LIS to give patients blood tests 
after 35 reports ol liver injuries. Glaxo said 
that since then, there had been 147 incidents 
of liver disorder, including the six deaths. 


Currently 5,000 patients in the UK have 
been prescribed Romozin and Glaxo said 
it had not yet had any reports of Dl-effects 
here. The company, which currently sells the 
product only in the UK, but also has the 
rights to sell in Europe. Israel and South 
Africa said it was also withdrawing its li- 
censing rights in these other regions. Glaxo, 
which took its decision to halt UK sales with 
the agreement of the UK regulatory au- 
thority. the Medicines Control Agency, 
said it would not rule out dropping the prod- 
uct completely. 


Prism Rail turns in first profits since flotation 


Centrica to offer home 
contents insurance 


Prism Rail, the privatised rail com- 
pany which operates four lines in 
England and Wales, has raced to its 
first profits since its flotation last 
year, fuelling concerns that the fran- 
chises were sold loo cheaply. 

Prism turned a loss of £500.000 
into a profit of £4.8m in the six 
months to October, boosted by 
lower costs and passenger revenue 
growth of 9 per cent. 

The group is to invest £20m in 
train refurbishment and the im- 
provement of stations over the next 


18 months. Around £3m of this will 
be spent on a new station at West 
Ham. East London, while the retail 
development at Fenchurch Street 
station in the centre of the capital 
will be improved. 

Prism said passenger revenue 
growth had been boosted by a 
lower fare avoidance rate helped by 
the introduction of more LickeL bar- 
riers. Growth in the London-based 
companies, which include the Lon- 
don. Tilbury and Southend Line, 
were up by 10 per cent. Growth at 


the Wales and West country sub- 
sidiaries. which include Cardiff 
Railways and South Wales & South 
West, were ahead by 7 per cent. 

Prism's chief executive. Giles 
Feamiey. said the group was con- 
sidering moving up from the Al- 
ternative Investment Market to 
the main market. 

Prism shares, which have hit the 
buffers since soaring to 5S0p fol- 
lowing flotation, closed 4p higher 
at 37 Ip. 

- Nigel Cope 


Gas consumers are to be able to buy home and contents in- 
surance from their gas company as part of Centrica’s move 
into financial services. The gas distributor said yesterday its 
trial insurance package would offer an average annual sav- 
ing of £75. Centrica said the offer, whicb is being made in 
partnership with Privilege, the UK insurer, will be extend- 
ed to customers throughout the country early next year. The 
package combines a high level of cover with rebates re- 
deemable against gas and gas-related services or a range of 
household products. “Home insurance is a logical extension 
of our current financial services portfolio.” said Centrica's 
chief executive Roy Gardner. Centrica already operates the 
Goldfish credit card. 


Stagecoach selected to operate Sheffield tramline 


Seoul’s IMF talks continue 


Stagecoach, the bus and trains 
group, has been selected as the pre- 
ferred operator to run the Sheffield 
tram system. The company is in 
“detailed negotiations" with the ex- 
isting operators, Lhe South York- 
shire Passenger Transport 
Executive. 

Stagecoach declined to say how 
much it might pay to win the con- 
tract to run it but it is thought it 
would not be a sizeable figure. 
Stagecoach is not bidding for the 


assets of the system but purely the 
right to run it. The "Supertram" 
network became fully operation in 
1995 after a long period when its 
construction caused sever disrup- 
tion in the centre of Sheffield. 

Separately, Stagecoach's train 
leasing subsidiary Porterbrook. 
has announced its first speculative 
rolling stock order since rail pri- 
vatisation. The value of the order 
is estimated at £25m. The order is 
expected to comprise two and three 


car diesel units and should be avail- 
able to train-operating companies 
from mid- 1998. The lines operated 
by Stagecoach itself include South 
West Trains and the Lsle of Wight 
line. 

The order follow’s a number of 
similar expansion moves by Brian 
Souier’s company, which reports its 
interims tomorrow. Last month it 
said it was planning a bid to run 
Luton Airport. The company is one 
of 14 bidders. 


South Korea and the International Monetary Fund (rMF) re- 
sumed talks last night on a package to rescue the country's 
economy after an initial deal foundered. South Korean stale- 
run radio reported that the two sides had disagreed over South 
Korea’s growth rate next year and the IMF’s demand that 12 
merchant banks be liquidated. The report also said the pack- 
age called for total loans of $55bn. with S20bn coming directly 
from the IMF and the remainder from other countries and 
international institutions. Lim Chang-yuel, the Finance and 
Economy Minister, refused to comment on the reports, but 
said the difference of opinion between the parties was being 
narrowed and he expected an agreement to be reached soon. 


UDO receives bid approach 
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Accountants lodge 
merger proposal 


Price Waterhouse and Coopers & Ly- 
brand yesterday formally submitted their 
merger proposal to European Commission 
regulators following their partners' sub- 
stantial vote in favour of the plan. 

The two accounting and consulting 
firms, whicb announced plans to create a 
$13hn (£7.6hn) global practice with 8.500 
partners and 135,000 staff in September, 
expect the Brussels authorities to take sev- 
eral months to investigate the deal. It is un- 
derstood the regulators are likely to 
examine the planned SISbn link-up between 
KPMG and Ernst & Young, iwn other Big 
Six accounting firms, at the same time. 

Mike Rake, KPMG's UK chief operat- 
ing officer, said yesterday that, although the 
two firms’ partners would not be voting un- 
til the new year, the organisations’ man- 
agements had the authority to commit them 
to a merger in principle and were already 
finalising their merger document. 


Shares m UDO Holdings, soared 14 per cent yesterday as lhe 
reprographic services and drawing office equipment group said 
it had received an approach which might lead to an offer be- 
ing made for the company. UDO said the offer would not ex- 
ceed a share price of 21 Op. UDO dosed at ISlop. The statement 
came in response to recent moves in the company’s share price, 
which rose from 142op toI60pat the end of last week. 
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Analysts were unfazed by the news. 
Though troglitazone is potentially worth 
Sibn (£59 lm) in world-wide peak sales, 
Glaxo's share of the markel represents just 
£150m at peak. Jo Walton at Lehman 
Brothers said the withdrawal was “slight- 
ly disappointing”, and that the drug was 
only worth 5p on Glaxo's share price. An- 
other analyst said: “Glaxo is still on track 
to meet its stated target of double digit sales 
and earnings growth in 1999. This will make 
no difference.” 

Outlook page 25 
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Granada, sells French unit 


Granada, the media to hotels group, continued its disposal pro- 
gramme yesterday when it sold its French mmnr^servLs % 
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Maybom warns on profits 
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Blatant abuse is just the tip of the problem 


OUTLOOK 

ON ORDER-DRIVEN 
TRADING, THE COAL 
INDUSTRY AND 
ZENECA'S PROBLEMS 


Experience with the stock exchange's 
new order driven trading system seems to 
be going from bad to worse. To begin with, 
the system seemed open merely to 
ridicule; now it appears to be open to ma- 
nipulation and abuse too. 

Since the launch of Sets on 20 October, 
the stock market has been notably more 
volatile. In part, that is down to more pro- 
nounced worldwide volatility in equity mar- 
kets. However, in Britain the new system 
has greatly enhanced the problem, creat- 
ing some local difficulties all of our own. 

At Gist it appeared that the effect of 
this was just to confuse. Oh, and, of course, 
to disadvantage the poor old retail in- 
vestor, but whoever cared about him? This 
nonetheless might be seen as had enough. 
Prices have been yo-yoing about all over 
the place, and even for big institutional 
investors, it has become increasingly hard 
to know what the going price is or ought 
to be. Now we have growing evidence of 
much worse - abuse of the system. 

Precisely what happened last Friday 
when the price of some leading pharma- 
ceutical stocks was driven down at the end 
of the day wQl have to await the judge- 
ment of regulators. However, the suspi- 
cion must be that there was a deliberate 
attempt to influence the dosing level of 
the FTSE 100 index, probably for the pur- 
pose of bolstering a separate hedging fu- 
tures contract Whatever the details of this 
particular case, the point is that the new 
system makes it generally easier to indulge 
in questionable practice of this type. 

The great bulk of orders tend to get 


withdrawn towards the end of the day, be- 
cause with increased volatility in world 
markets, nobody likes to leave them on 
the system over night, lest they get dis- 
advantaged the next morning. That make 5 
it easy to drive through bargains towards 
the end of play at silly prices; there’s no 
one around to trade at a more sensible lev- 
el. The ally price thus becomes the one 
that gets used to calculate the closing 
FTSE index. 

This type of obvious abuse is only the 
devious tip of a much wider problem, how- 
ever. Agency brokers daira that the sys- 
tem is generally open to manipulation by 
the big market makers, who place and with- 
draw orders to suit their own books. As a 
result, only 40 per cent of trades in FTSE 
100 stocks are through the new system. The 
rest go through the old quote driven sys- 
tem. Unfortunately, the old system has 
ceased to work as it once did, since mar- 
ket makers are no longer obliged to deal 
at the quoted price, if indeed they are quot- 
ing one at alL The market makers have, 
as a consequence, never bad it so good. 
The rest of us have rarely bad it so bad. 

At this stage it is not entirety clear what 
the stock exchange can do about all this. 
It is no longer possible to pass off these 
difficulties as mere teething problems. So 
much has been invested in the new sys- 
tem in terms of ego and money, that aban- 
doning the new and going back to the old 
would no longer seem an option. It must 
be possible to make the new system work 
better than it has, but it is clear the Ex- 
change will have to go much further than 


the little bit of tweaking here and there 
it has attempted so far. One thing is cer- 
tain. Whatever happens, the snail retail 
investor will as always be the loser. 


Tilings are getting distinctly dirty down at 
the bottom of the mineshaft and we are not 
talking here about the odd spot of coal dust 
on Richard Budge’s neatly pressed over- 
alls. The chief executive of RJB Mining has 
told ministers that he would sooner fill the 
shafts with concrete than hand his pits over 
to rival operators. Whitehall hints darkly, 
meanwhile, that the unpublished Depart- 
ment of Trade and Indusby report into the 
collapse of Mr Budge’s former company 
might see the light of day unless he plays 
ball If that were not enough, scurrilous ru- 
mours abound that one generator in par- 
ticular would come to the rescue of both 
ministers and miners by purchasing more 
coal if, in return, it were allowed to buy a 
regional electricity company. 

The demise of the British coal indus- 
try is proving a rich seam of political in- 
trigue, backs tabbing and double-dealing. 
But this much at leasL is dear. There is 
no love lost between the three main play- 
ers in this epic drama. New Labour, Mr 
Budge and the generators. This makes to- 
morrow’s Commons trade and industry se- 
lect committee hearings a must for all 
bloodsport fans. 

The most remarkable feature of the af- 
fair is how poorly the Government has 
handled iL Instead of being drawn into a 
sideshow about the merits of subsidising 


the coal industry, ministers need to play 
the environmental card- Coal has no fu- 
ture if Britain is serious about meeting its 
targets for reducing carbon dioxide emis- 
sions. Why not concentrate on the good 
news, which is that the 5,000 mining jobs 
likely to go could be replaced twice over 
through energy efficiency schemes? With 
the Kyoto earth summit at the top of the 
bill, ministers have a god-given opportu- 
nity to play the ace. 


When ICI and Zeneca demerged almost 

five years ago there seemed little doubt as 

to which company would offer investors 
the most excitement. How could the 
yawn-making world of commodity chem- 
icals governed by little other than economic 
cycles compete with the frenetic pace of 
change in tire pharmaceutical industry, 
where innovations in biotechnology and 
genetic research were pOing on competi- 
tive pressure and forcing the major drug 
companies to get nimble or get taken over? 

However, as Zeneca yesterday de- 
fended itself against accusations that it has 
fiailed to respond quickly enough to mar- 
ket changes and has let its drug pipeline 
run dry, it is Zeneca, not ICI which looks 
unable to throw off the shackles of Us old 
corporate identity. While ICL under ex- 
Unilever man, Charles Miller Smith, has 
been buty reinventing itself - swapping at 
record speed comnxxfities businessfor high 
margin speciality chemicals - Zeneca looks 
like it has only just caught the boat on many 
market developments - biotechnology al- 


liances, genomics, for example - which have 
turned its more a gg ressive competitors 
Glaxo WeQcome and SnuthKline Beecham 
into world forces in the drug industry. 

Not surprisingly Zeneca has been a 
much better investment than Id. Over the 
last four years, shares in Zeneca have out- 
performed the market by almost 70 per 
cent, compared to a dismal 21 percent un- 
derperformance from I CL Hkwever the 
chemicals and drugs sectors naturally at- 
tract different share price ratings. More- 
over much of Zeneca's share price growth 
has been driven by bid ^peculation. 

There aren’t marry medium sized drug 
companies left to buy and in an industry 
where global consolidation really makes 
sense, Zeneca has been a natural bid tar- 
get Unfortunately, potential buyers look 
in short supply. Roche, the most likely, has 
splashed much of its cash on other ac- 
quisitions and Glaxo would have to think 
hard about another hostile bid, given the 
disruption that integrating Wellcome 
caused. Without a bidder, Zeneca looks 
exposed. Though it tried hard yesterday 
to point out how many new products it bad 
coming on line, most of what it has to of- 
fer are new versions of existing drugs 
rather than a full pipeline of late stage 
products ready to launch. Zeneca's main 
problem is management in general and the 
congenial Sir David Barnes in particular. 
Those who know the company talk of a 
English gentleman's dub atmosphere 
where never a harsh word is raised. In the 
absence of a bidder, things plainly need 
to change. 


Strong figures make 
City nervous ahead 
, 4 of MPC meeting 


A batch of economic 
figures released 
yesterday has 
heightened City jitters 
ahead of Thursday’s 
Bank of England interest 
rate announcement. 

Lea Paterson asks whether 
yet another rate hike 
is on the cards. 


New data suggests that con- 
sumers are hitting the high 
street, houses prices are up and 
companies are starting to strug- 
gle to meet demand. Con- 
sumer credit jumped by £90 lm 
in October, according to the 
Bank of England, the latest Pur- 
chasing Managers' Index 
(PMI) shows that growth in the 
UK’s manufacturing sector has 
hit a seven-month high and Hal- 
ifax says house prices rose by 
0.9 per cent in November. 

Edmund Nonis, economist 
at Nikko Europe, said the fig- 
ures would “create a lot of ner- 
vousness in the market" ahead 
of this week's meeting of the 
Monetary Policy Committee. 

Most City commentators 
are predicting that the Bank of 
England will keep interest rates 
unchanged cm Thursday and 
are anticipating further rate 
hikes after the new year. But, 
after last month's surprise rate 
rise, the markets arc becoming 
nervous in the run-up to the 
Bank's announcement. Ian 
Stewart, economist at Merrill 
Lynch, said: “1 think it [an in- 
terest rate rise] is unlikely but 
it can’t be wholly ruled out." 

Recent indications have 
been that the overbearing UK 
economy, following five rate ris- 
es since May, could be finally 
beginning to cool. But figures 
released yesterday suggest that 


underlying economic growth is 
still very strong. “Overall, the 
numbers were slightly stronger 
than expected," admitted Mr 
Stewart of Merrill Lynch. 

Economists were particu- 
larly concerned yesterday at 
lengthening delivery times, 
which grew last month at their 
fastest rate since June 1995. In- 
creasing delivery times are re- 
garded as evidence that 
companies are struggling to 
meet consumer demand and 
that inflationary pressure is 
starting to build. Mr Stewart 
said: “It does seem as if bottle- 
necks are beginning to build." 

As well as the PMI and the 
consumer credit figures, yes- 
terday also saw the publication 
of provisional November fig- 
ures for M0, a narrow measure 
of money suppty. M0 grew by 
V per cent in November, slightly 
ahead of expectations, and has 
risen by 6.8 per cent in the year. 
But the jump in M0 was exag- 
gerated by the introduction of 
the new 50p coin, the Bank of 
England said. According to 
Salomon Smith Barney: “Ex- 
cluding the new 50p coin, the 
previous slowing trend in the 
growth of notes and coin [one 
of the principal constituents of 
M0] would have continued." 

The growth in the manu- 
facturing sector last month was 
largely due to buoyant domes- 
tic demand, according to the 
Chartered Institute of Pur- 
chasing and Supply {Cips). 
which publishes the PMI. Cips 
said: “Demand was once more 
principally driven as the 
strength of the pound contin- 
ued to have a negative impact 
on domestic demand." Overall, 
the PMI rose to 53.9 last 
month, up 0.1 on October. 
But. despite the strong pound, 
new export orders grew mar- 
ginally for the second month on 


the run. a fact which surprised 
some City commentators. 

Windfall payments were the 
key driver behind yesterday’s 
booming consumer credit fig- 
ures, economists said yesterday. 
Net consumer credit grew by 
£901 m (1.1 percent) in Octo- 
ber, following a £8Q0ra rise in 
September. This was "broadly 
in line with expectations", ac- 
cording to economists at Nikko 
Europe, who were more con- 
cerned with the jump in gross 
consumer credit to the highest 
level on record. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
members of Northern Rock, 
the former building society, 
were the latest beneficiaries of 
the windfall payouts. In Octo- 
ber, Northern Rock became a 
bank in a £2bn conversion. 

The latest rise in house 
prices, which are now 6.1 per 
cent higher than last year, ac- 
cording to the Halifax bouse 
price index, was higher than ex- 
pected. The index is now at its 
highest point since June 1989. 
But Halifax said the increase 
was unlikely to be sustained in 
the coining months. It said: 
“The recent rises in interest 
rates, and slower economic 
growth more generally in the 
UK in 1998. should ensure 
house price inflation of around 
5 per cent in 1998." 

Not all of yesterday’s eco- 
nomic data suggested infla- 
tionary pressure was building. 
The Bank revised its prelimi- 
nary estimates of October M4 
downwards, suggesting that in- 
flationary pressure could be 
slightly less than first thought. 
But economists played down 
the significance of this yester- 
day, saying the MPC was more 
likely to be concerned with 
forward-looking signals when it 
begins its two-day meeting to- 
morrow. 



Breaking distribution barriers: Box office hits such as The Full Monty* (above) and ‘Four Weddings and a Funeral’ are rare 
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The boom in British film-making and the 
drive to encourage more City firms to 
back UK productions could be threat- 
ened by this year’s surge in the value of 
the pound, according to industry experts. 

Premila Hoon, from the merchant 
bankers Guinness Mahon, an adviser to 
many film-makers and backers, said the 
slump in the pound in the mid-1990s was 
the main spur to foreign investment in 
production capacity. 

But she warned that the fete of the 
UK’s film-making base remained 
precarious. 


Surge in value of sterling threatens 
investment in UK film production 


Just £700m a year is invested in film 
production, less than the average £lbn 
budget of each of the big US studio and 
distribution groups. 

Ms Hoon said the recent increase in 
the pound had already deterred foreign 
film-makers from using UK facilities. 
“There aren’t any big films out there on 


the horizon. British studios have less big 
films in the pipeline." 

Film finance experts also warned 
yesterday that the lack of a UK-owned 
distribution network with the power to 
encourage cinemas to show lower-bud- 
get movies remained the principal bar- 
rier to the growth of the domestic 


industry. Film-makers use distribution 
deals as collateral to persuade banks to 
lend money, but the UK lacks a single 
large distribution company. 

British box office successes such as The 
Full Monty and Four Weddings and a 
Funeral managed to break through the 
distribution barrier but many more films 
never make it to tbe cinemas.. 

Ms Hoon said: "The question is 
whether the improvement will con- 
tinue. I don't think it will unless there's 
a sustained investment in distribution." 

- Chris Godsmark 


Shareholders angry as Eagle T rust is wound up 


After a stormy meeting, 
shareholders in Eagle 
Trust, the disgraced 
conglomerate, yesterday 
voted overwhelmingly to 
wind up the company. 
Andrew Yates reflects on 
the group's spectacular 
and turbulent history. 


Tbtf curtain was drawn on one 
of the most complicated and 
controversial corporate disas- 
lers ever known yesterday when 
Eagle Trust appointed liquida- 
tors to wind up the company. 

Several disgruntled share- 
holders voiced their displeasure 
about how David James, the 
self-styled company doctor. 


had handled the break-up of 
the former industrial and tele- 
vision conglomerate over the 
past eight years. 

Eagle Trust’s problems 
started when John Fxmiday, the 
group's former chairman, was 
found to have stolen £13rn 
from the company, for which he 
later received a six-year jail sen- 
tence. Faced with debts of 
more than £l0Qm and rising. 
Mr James was appointed lo sort 
out the group's problems and 
save it from bankruptcy. 

However, just months later 
Eagle Trust found itself em- 
broiled in the Iraqi supergun 
scandal. Walter Somers, one of 
its subsidiaries, was discovered 
to have manufactured the main 
band (or the gun. 

Since then more than 20 


Eagle Trust businesses have 
been sold off. However share- 
holders expressed dissatisfaction 
at the lack of proceeds that had 
found their way back to them. 

Complaints centred on the 
flotation of Visual Action, the 
film equipment hirer, which 
joined the market in March 
1996 with a price tag of £85m, 
only to be bought by a US rival 
for £I48m within the past few 
months. 

Mr Simons, an Eagle Trust 
shareholder, launched a pro- 
longed attack on Mr James 
which lasted more than an hour. 
“What arc you aDd the board 
doing hv making a present of Vi- 
sual Action at the expense of us 
shareholders?” he demanded. 

Mr James explained that he 
had received several offers fur 


Visual Action during 1995. the - 
highest of which was for just 
£46m. He explained that the 
group had to sell the business 
in that year to pay back debts 
and avoid penalty interest 
charges. “Only by floating 
Visual Action could Eagle Trust 
remove itself from the shadow 
of insolvency overhanging the 
group," said Mr James. 

Eagle Trust's shares were 
delisted at ISp, valuing the 
group at £138m and leaving 
31,000 small shareholders with 
the prospect of losing their 
whole investment. After nu- 
merous restructurings share- 
holders have received just 
£7. 7m hack, equivalent to Ip 
per ordinary share. The rest of 
the money raised has gone to 
pay back bankers, such as Stan- 


dard Chartered, Nat West and 
Lloyds, and a large number of 
creditors. 

One shareholder criticised 
Mr James for his pay packet 
while supervising Eagle Trust’s 
demise. He denied be had re- 
ceived an excessive salary. “I 
have received a total of £2 .6m 
in the past eight yearn. Out of 
that 1 have had to fund my own 
office, secretary, car and pen- 
sion. After nil that the total pay- 
ment represents less than i per 
cent of the cash recovered and 
generated over the past eight 
years," Mr James said 

Mr James now goes on to 
face another daunting chal- 
lenge. He has been charged 
with turning around Sears' be- 
leaguered British Shoe Cor- 
poration. 


British businesses unaware of EU law that 
will force them to consult with employees 


British business is in blissful 
ignorance of impending Euro- 
pean legislation which wffl force 
it to consult and inform 
employees’ representatives, ac- 
cording to an employers’ group. 

New laws will oblige them to 
make fundamental changes to 
the way they deal with their 
staff, says the Employers’ 
Forum on EU Social Policy,’ 
whose corporate membership 
employs 250.000 people. 

While companies have de- 
veloped team and individual 
briefings to make contact with 
their workforce, European leg- 
islation will introduce a system 
based on collective represen- 
tation. Together with the Gov- 
ernment’s intention to make 


union recognition compulsory 
when workers vote for it, the 
new European law has critical 
implications for industrial 
relations in this country. 

The forum concedes, how- 
ever, that its membership, 
made up of personnel directors, 
have a battle on their hands to 
convince their boards of the 
seriousness of the issue. 

The European Union 
statute will force companies 
with more than 50 employees 
to oonsult and inform on a wide 
range of issues. “What they got 
away with in the post they will 
not be able to get away with in 
future,” said Elaine Aarons, of 
Eversheds solicitors and chair- 
woman of the forum. 


She argued that British 
companies already ignored 
domestic law on consultation. 
She believed it would be a 
mistake for companies to think 
it was merely a question of 
“compliance" with the new 
statute. 

European unions and em- 
ployers’ bodies have been given 
most of next year to agree the 
shape of works council struc- 
tures lo be introduced with a 
view to the law being enacted 
at the end of next year. If no 
deal can be struck, the Euro- 
pean LTnionwiQdrawup its own 
system which would then be im- 
posed on business by the end 
of 1999. 

- Barrie Clement 
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Speculation surrounds building societies as Footsie jumps 90 points 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


Footsie, assuming the calcu- 
lation is relevant after Friday's 
fiasco, jumped 90 points with 
much of the excitement, not 
for the first time, swirling 
around financial shares. 

Former building societies 
were again at the heart of the 
speculation with Abbey Na- 
tional jumping 34p to 979p on 
what appeared to be scat- 
tered late buying. 

National Westminster 
Bank, expected to bow out of 
investment banking today, 
eased 13p to 885p and Ham- 
bros, rumoured to be in the 
sights of Societe Generate, 
was little changed at 251p. 

The Nat West retreat 
should see its equity arm go to 
US group Bankers Trust and 
Deutsche Bank take on the de- 
rivatives operations. 

Hambros, which has still to 
recover from its H umiliatin g in- 
volvement with Andrew Re- 


gau‘s Laoica Trust, is under 
pressure to reshape, with at 
least one hostile shareholder 
on its register. Robert Flem- 
ing and Schroders have, ac- 
cording to rumour, been 
examining the merchant bank. 
Striving to come up with a new. 
more exciting strategy. 

The acquisitive US bank 
Donaldson Lufkin & Jenretlc 
and the German Westdeuische 
Landesbank are among those 
to look at the old established 
operation. An Italian bank, 
Gruppo Bancario San Paolo, 
with 16.6 per cent, is another 
in the frame. 

But SocGen appears to 
have emerged as the favourite 
to strike. If it does, one of its 
first functions could be to sell 
on the quoted Harnbro 
Countrywide estate agency 
chain, where Hambros has a 
controlling interest. 

The estate agent could, in 


the short term, snisly the am- 
bitions of cash-rich Halifax, up 
15.5pto t»953p. Utile changed 
at 1 10.jp. Countrywide is val- 
ued at a little under E-HJOm. not 
much more than oul-nf-pocket 
expenses for the building 
society-cum-hank. 

Woolwich. Si*p higher at 
311 p. and Alliance & Leices- 
ter, 10p at 740p. were others 
in the money. 

Insurances were strong 
with the hoary old story that 
they were merely reflecting the 
slock market's strength 
offered as one explanation. .Al- 
most certainly General Acci- 
dent's H2p advance to lJ>25p 
and GRETs lo.25p progress 10 
301 were due lo more so- 
phisticated ex peel a I inns. 

Other financials in the 
spotlight included Standard 
Chartered and Bank ol Scot- 
land. 

Turnover was again unex- 


citing and did not provide the 
sort of back-up expected for a 
l Kl points Footsie gain. The 
index ended at 4.921 .K and. a> 
il trying lo underline the 
volaiilih of the order-driven 
trading system, the supp «rting 
FTSE 25n index had a much 
more sedate lime, ending with 
just a 0.9 gain to 4.657.6. 

On Friday lale trades in 
Glaxo Wellcome and Smith- 


Share Spotlight 

f.hare pnee. pence 

280 r 



— A 


Kline Beech am sent the re- 
spective shares tumbling- en- 
couraging Footsie to fall ^7.2. 
The Stock Exchange said it was 
probing the latest index dis- 
tortion and after the market 
closed, the US investment 
croup JP Morgan said it had 
suspended two traders during 
an investigation into Friday s 
trading. 

SB? down 50p on Friday, 
rallied 4Sp to 59Kp and. despite 
the suspension of a diabetes 
drug. Glaxo regained 4l)p of a 
"’Sp Friday reverse. 

Zeneca, up 60p to 1.950p. 
responded 10 a positive in- 
vestment presentation when 
the croup hich lighted its de- 
velopment programme, which 
eo\ ers -ST projects including 26 
new compounds. 

Talk of corporate develop- 
ments at Stakis. the casino and 
hotel group, was responsible 
fur a 3-5p gain to UJ3p and 


Manchester Ut& in ils new 

slimline form, scored a 4p 
plus to 156 p following its con- 
quest of Blackburn Rovers. 

Bass, figures tomorrow, 
frothed up 14p to 864p. on re- 
ports it is planning to sell its 
betting shops and bingo op- 
erations. 

Suggestions, once again, 
that Whitbread is set to leave 
the beerage prompted an ISp 
rise to S55p- There are also 
reports that Whitbread and Al- 
lied Domecq, up 2.5p to 
536.5p. are seeking to with- 
draw from the off-licence 
trade. Scottish & Newcastle, 
following results, gained 19_5p 
to 71-L5p. 

Firth, the steel group, re- 
porting today, gained 3p to 
35p. a two-dav 7p advance. 
UDO. an office equipment 
business, jumped 22Jp to 
182.5p on a signalled bid of up 
to 210p. 


taking stock 

H Yonng. with interests 
sp reading from cjde 

accessories to Head 

sportswear, edged ahead 
53p to 154p, a few coppers 
from its peak. The company 
lifted profits 62 per cent to 
£43m and should easily 
£4. 7m this yean With £43m 
in the bank, it is casting < 
around for acquisitions: btrij 
because of the likely cost, 
will not mount hostile 
strikes. . 

Fitness First, a health dob 
chain with 14 outlets, has 
forged a link with upmarket 

housebuilder Berkeley. The 
two have formed a joint 
venture, with funding of 
£10m, to open up to 15 
clubs. Berkeley has taken a 
modest stake in Fitness 
First. The shares, which 
started market life at 
around 90p last year, rose 
lip to 198-5p; Berkeley was 
little changed at 66&5p. 
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Where will the pound be five years 
from now? Will it even exist? 



Famish 

McRAE 

ON THE 
STRENGTH 
OF STERLING 


In those dark days in 1992. dur- 
ing the week before sterling was 
ejected from the European 
exchange rate mechanism, a top 
British official was trying to con- 
vince a sceptical Bundesbank 
Adience that DM2.95 was the 
\ight rate for the pound. He duly 
showed all the graphs about UK 
competitiveness, seeking to 
make his case, and finished by 
declaring that amid all the 
uncertainties in the world, “the 
one thing you bet is the DM2.95 
rate for the pound". 

Well, a couple of days later 
the pound was devalued, and of 
course the sequel to the story 
is that yesterday the pound was 
back at DM2.9S. The official 
was wrong on a five-day view, 
but right on a five-year one. 

Which is more valid, the five- 
day perspective or the five- 
year one? The question arises 
because though the almost uni- 
versal view at the moment is that 
the pound is seriously over- 
valued, it nevertheless seems 
likely to slay so for several 
months to come. 

If that is right, then the 
damage to the economy that will 
accrue from the overvalued 
currency will gradually mount, 
until events (presumably in the 
shape of a sharp fall-off in 
growth and. subsequent fall in 


interest rales) come along to 
reverse il. 

There is, however, a minor- 
ity view which holds that the 
pound may stay at these levels 
for a very long lime, and that the 
present rate is not only sus- 
tainable. but desirable. Since we 
cannot do anything much about 
the exchange rate, the minority 
view is a more attractive one. ft 
might even he right. 

The mainstream view, that 
the pound is ovcA’alued, would 
imply that there will be a sharp 
fall-off in growth next year. 
You can see the way in which 
the Treasury and the Bank of 
England both agree on this 
from the left-hand chart. They 
differ slightly on the profile of 
the decline, but their funda- 
mental view is the same. They 
do. however, differ sharply on 
inflation (see graph): the 
Treasury thinks things will get 
worse, with underlying retail 
price inflation peaking at 3 per 
cent next year, while the Bank 
thinks things will be fine, with 
inflation falling below 2.5 per 
cent, the mid-point of the tar- 
get range, through next year. 

The main reason for the dif- 
ference, apparently, is that the 
Bank thinks sterling will rise fur- 
ther in the early part of next year 
(promoted presumably by one 
or two further increases in rales) 
and this will hold down inflation. 
This would be consistent with 
the sharp slowdown in growth: 
the combination of higher in- 
terest rates, a further squeeze on 
exports and greater competition 
from imports certainly ought to 
slow the economy down. 

But. as anyone with any ex- 
perience in forecasting will ap- 
preciate, things are not always 
as they seem. 

There seems to me to be 
three, maybe four, big uncer- 
tainties. The first is obviously the 
one identified above: the Trea- 
sury and the Bank's divergent 
views on inflation. There is 
clearly some sign of mounting 
pressure in the labour market 
and at some stage that ought 
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if pasi experience is any guide, 
to lead to upward wage pres- 
sure. But while there is also 
downward pricing pressure - ihe 
way in which any firm which ups 
its prices finds business running 
out of the door - this wage pres- 
sure may not he very marked. 

Wages operate with a lag: we 
went on for a long time in the 
1950s with very low levels of un- 
employment and without large 
wage increases because cultur- 
ally there was not a climate of 
large wage demands. That cli- 
mate seems to have been re- 
created today, a beneficial 
effect of all the job insecurity we 
have suffered. 

Besides, there is still consid- 
erable room for boosting pro- 
ductivity. The Chancellor noted 
last week in his Green Budget 
that UK productivity was 20 per 
cent below continental competi- 
tors. If Lhat is right, and in some 
industries it almost certainly is 
correct, then there is considerable 
scope for improvement. But it 
needs pressure to force out this 
productivity. 

This is the second area of 
uncertainty. Will a strong ster- 
ling have a radical impact on in- 
dustrial productivity’? Three 


years ago there was a sudden 
surge in the German mark. 
This had a scaring impact on 
Germany industry, coming 
simultaneously with an excessive 
pay settlement: the result was 
rapid downsizing of workforces, 
leading to the present levels of 
unemployment hut also to 
sha rply imp roved li > mpa nv 
performance. Once British 
firms are convinced that the 
pound may stay strong fi v some 
lime, they will presumably lake 
action to adjust their costs. The 
more radical lhat action, the 
more likely it is lhat the p< iund‘s 
strength will he sustained. 

The third area of uncer- 
tainty has nothing to Ji ■ with us: 
progress on the single Eun ipeun 
currency. The best working as- 
sumption is that sterling s "safe 
haven" status will be retained 
until the euro is so close to 
launch that the chances of the 
plan falling apart are minimal. 
That suggests that the pound's 
strength might be retained not 
just through next year hut be- 
yond into the first years of the 
next century. Il would he help- 
ful if one were able to cite his- 
torical precedents as u guide, 
but this is uncharted lerritorv. 


Europe is heading on a journey 
without maps. 

The fourth possible uncer- 
tainty is other external shocks: 
one might be more serious fall- 
out from the East Asian finan- 
cial crisis than currently seems 
likely. Another would be a 
sharp fall in the dollar, maybe 
associated with repatriation of 
Japanese funds from the US. 
Sterling behaves like a dollar- 
hloe currency, just as the UK 
economy behaves like a mini 
version of the US. So if the 
dollar were to fall sharply it 
would probably drag the pound 
down with il. 

On a five-year view then, 
where will the pound be? Have 
a p> ill among "c vpinion- formers" 
and I would expect the average 
on some weighted measure to 
be ahou r M» per cent below i he 
present, maybe a bit. lower still. 
M> bet would be lhat it will he 
pretty much where it is now and 
just as likely to he higher as 
lower. Thai, at least, would be 
nn bet assuming lhat the pound 
still exists. It remains just pos- 
sible that it won’t. Even in a 
democracy, do nut under- 
estimate the ahilily ol politicians 
to go against the electorate. 
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Anthony Julius, the litigation lawyer best 
known for the legal work he performed for 
Princess Diana, is seeking to divorce his wife 
and many the daughter of a client of his firm, 
Mischon de Rcva. 

The saga started when Dina Rablnovitch, 
a London freelance journalist and mother of 
three, and her husband Guido Rauch, a de- 
rivatives trader at Banque Paribas, instructed 
Mr Julius to act on Dina's father's behalf. 

According to The Louver magazine, the 
father, Nahum Rabioovitch. an ultra-ortho- 
dox rabbi who lives in Israel's West bank, had 
a legal dispute with a London publishing com- 
pany. Dina Rubinovilch travelled with Mr 
Julius in March this year to see his client in 
Israel and to take witness statements. Mr Julius 
subsequently began settlement talks in May 
and reached an agreement six weeks later. 

The publishers paid £40,000 towards Mr 
Julius's costs leaving a balance of £32,000 paid 
by Guido Rauch. 

While the ease was going on Mr Julius and 
Dina appear to have decided to divorce their 
respective spouses and marry each other. Mr 
Julias told his wife at ihe eml of March lhat 
be was intending to leave her and Dina Ra- 
binovitch announced that she was leaving her 
husband a few days later. 

M r Julius, author of TS EUol. 4 nii-Semiiism 
and Literary Form, moved out of the family 
home in north-west London in July and Ms 
Rabinovitch left in November. 

Mr Rauch said last night “No comment." 
A spokeswoman for Mischon de Reya said on 
behalf of Mr Julius: “He's not commenting." 

Guess which Government spokesman will an- 
nounce today the details of New Labour's tax 
inducement for personal savings, to replace 
Peps and Tessas? None other than Geoffrey 
Robinson, the Paymaster General, who is cur- 
rently under a hail of lire from the Tories over 


his role as a bcneficiaiy of a £1 2.75m 
Guemscv-based offshore trust. Personally I 
don’t see what all the fuss is about. At least 
Mr Robinson will know what he's talking ahouL 

Hogget t Bowers, the leading executive search 
and selection agency, has just sent out an ex- 
citing piece of research to 1.000 of Britain's 
lop companies about the merits of non-ex- 
ccutive directors (NEDs). 

In the circular the firm describes how it 
sent out u questionnaire to the chairmen of 
the country's 500 top listed companies, under 
ihe title: “The Fundaments of Research." 

Hang on a minute. According to (he 
Shorter Oxford English Dictionary, funda- 
ment has quite a different meaning to "fun- 
damental". which is what I think the chaps 
at Hoggcrt die Bowers were getting at: ■'Fun- 
dament - Hie lower pan of the body, on w hich 
one sits: the buttocks: also, the anus." 

I suppose Hoggelt Bowers may have un- 
wittingly summed up what most company 
bosses really think of non-execs. 

Which brings us. entirely coincidentally, to 
Alliaoce & Leicester's chief executive, Peter 
White, whu has just been appointed a non- 
executive director of Rcckitt Jfc Colman. Mr 
White has recently guided the former build- 
ing society from mutual status into the ranks 
of Britain's high street banks. I'm sure h ’’II 
cut the mustard at R&C. 

A member of the Ford car dynasty is set to 
chair the global motor company lor the first 
time since 1980. W illiam Clay Ford Jrwill suc- 
ceed manufacturing guru Alex Trotman when 
the latter retires at the end of 1999. 

Henry Ford II was the last descendant of 
the founder of the Detroit ear giant to head 
the firm. Since then the management has been 
dominated by non-family professionals. It is 
expected that Jacques Nasser, president of 
automotive operations. wl M become the next 
chief executive officer alongside William 
Gay Ford Jr. The company has asked Mr Trot- 
man to remain as chairman and CEO until 
the end of the century, after his t*5ih birth- 
day in July 1 998. in order to complete his am- 
bitious cost-cutting programmes. 

Geoffrey Howe is to leave Gifford Chance and 
join Robert Fleming to be the investment 
bank’s general counsel. No, not that Geoffrey 
Howe. This one is a career lawyer in his late 
forties who has spent the last nine years help- 
ing transform Clifford Chance from being a 
UK based firm to an international business. 

I wonder if his name is a help ora hindrance? 

Singer & Friedlander has appointed Graham 
Hall as a director of its corporate finance di- 
vision. Mr Hall was previously a director of 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell's investment 
banking division. 
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Pleasure and 
pain as man 
returns to take 
on the machines 


On Sunday at the 
Perpetual Indoor Rowing 
Championships in 
Reading, Hugh Matheson, 
who reached the singles 
sculls final for Britain at 
the Moscow Olympics, 
finished second in the 
45-49 age-group. Here he 
describes the agonies and 
addictive ecstasies of his 
return to competition. 

It was a marvellous experience 
to go back through the last two 
da>s' preparation before a real 
race. You forget bow. fora week 
beforehand, the body produces 
a series of complaints about 
what you are going to do to it. 

Last Wednesday, my knee 
ached when I practised, and it 
sent a couple of sharp lances up 
the central nervous system to 
make sure I'd got the message. 
The next day, my back was up to 
the same tricks: “You can't race 
like this, especially at your age. 
You could do permanent dam- 
age. No amount of pride is worth 
it. Ring them up and say you'll 
come, but just as a spectator.” 

At the same time any at- 
tempts at the speed work that I 
was supposed to be doing were 
pathetic. I couldn't even find a 
pace at which [ could expect to 
keep up for the whole of the sim- 
ulated 2,000 metre course. 

So. knowing from distant 
memory how the body and brain 
were colluding to maximise the 
discomfort now so that it would 
feel so much better on the day, 
I trusted to hope and did as lit- 


tle as possible apart from a 15- 
minute practice on the rowing 
machine each day. 

And yes, the aches eased 
miraculously throughout Satur- 
day and a light paddle on the er- 
gometer that evening ended with 
a brusque 500 metres of con- 
trolled ferocity which told me that 
I could achieve my target pace 
of Imin 35sec per 500 metres. 

On Sunday morning 1 showed 
up at the huge sports hall in 
Reacting early, and put in 20 min- 
utes’ warm-up just to get all the 
systems moving righ t. The body 
dredged up no real complaints. 
Several hours then passed in a 
now familiar haze - some nerves, 
some calmness, some concen- 
tration on the task ahead 

They are fun, those last cou- 
ple of hours before you test 
yourself realty hard. The tingle 
of nerves heightens all sensations. 
You bear, see. feel more clear- 
ly. Then after another little 
warm-up it is time, and you step 
over the little picket fence into 
the ring. 

There are rows and rows of 
machines but mine is No 4 in the 
front rank, because I have pre- 
dicted a time of 6min 35sec for 
the full 2000 metres equivalent 
I find myself next to a man who 
is vaguely familiar, though his 
grey beard disguises his fea- 
tures. He introduces himself as 
Brendan Sullivan, a Boat Race 
contemporary of mine who I 
haven't seen since he dropped 
out of the National squad 25 
years ago to concentrate on his 
medical studies. I hope he's now 
a genius consultant, because be 
missed out on a lot when the rest 
of us were winning medals. 



Pulling power: Hugh Matheson gets into his stroke during the world indoor rowing championships 


The countdown is quick and 
remorseless, no time for a quick 
rethink or any adjustment to the 
equipment. I do have a moment 
to remember that as a coach 1 al- 
ways say, before sending ray 
crew to race, “Enjoy yourself." 
This is not a penance; it's sup- 
posed to be a pleasure. If you are 
not capable of enjoying the phys- 
ical urge of racing you should 
drop out So 1 whisper it again 
to myself. And 1 believe it 
“Ready... set. . . gp." Expect- 
ing a different rhythm [move ear- 
ly, but gently. No false start is 
recorded and we're into it Its 
like an auction, this. You decide 
a pace you can manage before- 
hand and stick to it. Others rac- 


ing alongside tempt you via the 
best drug on the market, adren- 
alin. to go faster, do more. It feels 
ridiculously easy. To match my 
target lmin 36sec per 50(1 metre 
quarter, I drop the number of 
strokes per minute (o a cruising 
27, even lower after one minute. 

The commentator. Chris 
Baillieu, an old friend, has me in 
the lead and the little box on the 
computerised monitor agrees, 
but shows the margin as only a 
few metres. 1 am certain half-way 
through that things don'L feel too 
bad and that I should not do any- 
thing extravagant, just hold the 
lead at a narrow margin and save 
any spare juice for a final push. 

In the last 500 metres, the 


comments rv is fading and the 
rate of sirokes per minute is ris- 
ing. hui there is no panic. 1 can 
finish like this and even put in a 
little flourish- Then the box says 
I've dropped to second place. 
Okay, put in a 10-stiokc bum and 
get it back. Four strokes later my 
closest pursuer Ls three metres 
behind and there's i »nlv 3tJi i me- 
tres to go. I stop watching any- 
thing but the remaining metres 
as they click away. 

The rest of the world has gone 
quiet, except for the voice of Si- 
mon Larkin, who I coached as an 
under-23 international in the 
single sculls and is one ot the few 
voices I could accept at this 
point in the race. He is at my 


shoulder quietly telling me. 
"You're in front, just keep it go- 
ing". As we come down to the 
line I am concentrating utterly on 
the fluctuating margin of the lead, 
sometimes one metre, some- 
times three. We are down to the 
last lew metres and with Si- 
mon's urging 1 think I'm there. 
But as soon as we stop it is ash 
and not nectar. Silver, not gold. 
John Motiram. from the Cam- 
bridge Free Press Club, has 
nipped in from in the last few 
strokes and 1 am left cursing. 
This is a new experience. In 
my previous competitive life 1 
rarely lost a nip-and-iuck finish, 
and I'm astonished to have it hap- 
pen now. S3 much for Mr Con- 


Photograph: Peter J ay 


trol. Didn't know when to throw 
caution to the wind and get 
stuck in. did he? Lei a tougher, 
sharper racer take him on the 
line. F m ashamed that one who 
has preached so often that, come 
what may. you race through the 
line, not up to iL should let him- 
self down in this way. 

The difference between win- 
ning and losing is also about bow 
you fed the physical damage. 
This lime it hurt. But you soon 
forget and start making plans to 
train for more than six weeks be- 
fore the next competition and to 
set the target well ahead of this 
one. Already, less than an hour 
after the race, the blood is up. 
Damn it I'm hooked again. 


San Francisco IP 
are fodder j 
for Gannon / 

• J * # 

; Rich Gannon passedfor ihi^ ^ / ; 

touchdowns, inducBagaj^ir^,-' 
Andre Rison.astijj Kansas ‘ ‘ 

■ Chiefs pushed on to ; : 

of San Francisco on Stm*y 
: ending the t 

ning streak. 

It was the wona legal® sea. 
son loss for San Frandsco. al- ^ . * 
ready winners of the NFC ' 

Western Division title, since a 
59- 1 4 defeat at Dallas in 1980, 

San Francisco also suffered a 
49-3 play-off defeat to the New 
: York Giants in 1986. 7 
“We played as well today as : 

J think we can play,” Mart? 
Schollenheimer, the Chiefs' " 
coach, said. "There's dearly ng . ; 

' that kind of point differential be- V 
tween us. It was just one of tho& j 

. days. Thinjp went our way."' . ; 1 
“The wheels came off a bit • 
and then it snowballed, - Steve" . 
Mariucci, the 49ere coach, said. ' 

. "We got frustrated.’' 

Gannon, making bis fourth 
start for the injured Elvis Grhac. 
completed 12 -of -21 passes for ■ . 

! 186 yards. He has led the Chiefe tf ' 
to consecutive victories over ly 
Denver, Seattle and San Fran 
cisco. Kansas City remained 
one game behind Denver, lead- -. “ 
ers of the AFC West. 

Rison caught five passes fa.. , 

1 17 yards, including touchdowm'.. 
ofsix and 29 yards. Gannon also ’ - 

hit the rookie light end TdtfjT 
Gonzalez with a two-yard sot- ; 
ing pass. Marcus Allen scored 7 - - ' 
on a three-yard run and coo- 1 ^ 
nected with the tight end Tfed 
Pbpson, a former 49er, on a one-., 
yard touchdown in a 21-point 
second quarter for Kansas City. 

Meanwhile, in San Diego. 

John Elway threw for 240 yarefe • 
and three touchdowns and Ter- ;m 
rell Davis ran for 17S and a 
score in his homecoming as the / 
Denver Broncos became the 
first AFC team to earn a p lay- 
off place with a 38-28 victory 
over the Chargers. 

Results and standings, 
Digest, page 31 
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Today we publish the latest results of The 
Independent Fantasy Football League. The 
player scores are for all League games 
played until Sunday 30 November. The 
league table includes all scores up to 23 
November. The monthly winner will receive 
a pair of tickets to an England home 
international, while the overall winner gets 
a trip to the 1998 World Cup in France. 


Every time one of your players scon? you get four points. There 
are four points fora keeper or a defender every time their team 
keeps a dean sheet If a player scores the winning goal, Le.: if 
there is a one goal difference in the scoreline, the pLayer scor- 
ing the final goal for the winning team is awarded 1 bonus point 
awarded in addition to standard goal related points. Each suc- 
cessful Assist, a pass judged by our experts to lead directly to 
a goal, will give a player 3 points. The opinion of our experts 
on the matter is final. Each player selected and starting a game 
will be awarded one point 


If a player is given a lelknv Card they lose I point, if a play- 
er is given a Red Card they lose 3 points Own goals, either 
scored or conceded, do not count. 

The Premiership Manager that you dioose will be award- 
ed 3 points if their real-life team wins. I point is awarded if they 
draw and no points are given if they lose. 

Updated player scores and league tables will be published 
even’ Tuesday in TV hukpcuiknt and repeated the following 
Sunday in the Iinicpt-ndail on Sitmiay. 



INDEPENDENT FANTASY FOOTBALL 


LEAGUE TABLE 

CALCULATED ON HATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST - 23 NOVEMBER 

POS 

NAME 

TEAM 

POINTS 

1 

Miss Usa Wild 

Amoretto 

553 

2 

Mr B Sari 

The Untouchables 

551 

2 

Mr David Aston 

Billy Boys 2nd II 

551 

A 

Mr Chris King 

Seeking Victory 

549 

A 

Mr Phil Tufter 

Pin 4 Ups 

549 

4 

Mr David Evans 

Booth en End Old Boys 

549 

4 

Mr John Cox 

Southvllle FC 

549 

8 

Mr Martin Pawley 

Roberts Rovers 

548 

9 

Mr B Sari 

Simply The Best 

547 

K) 

Mr Archer 

No Wright 

545 

11 

Mr David Baker 

Deja Vu 

540 

a 

Mr Abdul Choudl 

Nlddes 9th II 

538 

Q 

Mr Stewart Scot 

Unbeatable 

538 

w 

Mr David Edmington 

Edmo United 

537 

16 

Mr Tony Brazier 

Wow For Short 

536 

16 

Mr lan Boyle 

Wembly Bundlers 

535 

16 

Mr Stewart Scott 

The Dream Team 

535 

16 

Mr A Wingrove 

Tony's Brace 

535 

16 

Mr Chris Thomas 

Scunthorpe Extras 

535 

16 

Mr Tom Lyons 

Diane’s Demons 

535 

21 

Mr J MoCrossam 

Washed Up Army 

534 

22 

Mr D Depolc 

Ouick Start 

532 

22 

Mr Brady 

Look Lively 

532 

24 

Mr P Green 

Powis Rangers 

531 

24 

Mr John Cox 

Retro Rovers 

531 

26 

Mr E Gromley 

Ceide Warriors 

530 

25 

Mr Killerby 

The Killer Bees 

530 

25 

Mr David Baker 

Dead Beat 

530 

26 

Mr David Boreham 

Boreham United 

530 

29 

Mr Ken Boyle 

Oogston Rovers 

529 

29 

Mr P Tuber 

Pin Ups 2 

529 

31 

Mr Michael Rickard 

AJler Lam berg 

527 

31 

MrJ Salt 

One Wfctt City 

527 

33 

Mr Trevor Russ 

Sammy's Soccer Scorchers 526 

33 

Mr David Aston 

BUIys Boys 

526 

35 

MrJ Crossam 

Wished Up Army 

524 

35 

Mr G Belt 

Stunning Stunts 

524 

37 

Mr A Cumminghom 

The Zebra 

523 

38 

Mr Steven Mann 

Rebecca Rovers 

522 

36 

Mr David Aston 

Billy Boys 3rd II 

522 

38 

Mr W Barr 

Brookes Rangers 

522 

41 

Mr C Milne 

Grimsby's fish 

521 

41 

MrBSrai 

Feather Boys l 

521 

41 

Mr David Ackroyd 

Jacks Lads 

V J- : Lii 

521 


GOA LKEEPERS 

XU Seaman ARS 1 39 -l.il 

M Lulic ARS 0 0 T.n 

30* ManmngeT ARS n t> 311 

MS Bovucfc AV ii 27 4.11 

.Wh Oakes AV | 5 IS 

.*17 Watson BAR I) iv l/i 

30R Lok BAR I v 1.0 

AN Fkmun BL8 I 32 5 2 

330 Filin BLA i) 12 IS 

333 Branegan BOL S 39 12 

334 DcGocv CHE 10 4S | fi 

333 Gt«d«' CHE O 0 IJ0 

336 Ogrizuvic OOV I 36 22 

.337 Hcdnun QW 0 U III 

338 Nash CRY U U 1.0 

339 Day CRY 0 fi 1/1 

340 ftwra DER l 28 1.2 

34.3 Houtl DER 0 0 \J> 

344 Southall EVE 2 24 3/i 

345 Gcmrd EVE 0 4 IS 

34* Martyn LEE I 32 33 

347 Bucsrv LEE II P 12 

348 Reflet' LEI 4 39 LS 

349 Pooic LE! fi 0 IS 

350 James UV 5 35 3S 

.353 Warner L1V U 0 1.0 

354 Scfaroeidtcl MAN 5 32 So 

.355 Van DcrGoow MAN 0 1.2 

356 Giwn NEW 0 2b 15 

357 Hislop NEW I 2 15 

358 Pressman SHEF 1 3U 3X1 

.W Taylor SOU 0 0 IS 

360 Bourn SOU 0 0 10 

36.3 WSIkcr TOT 6 36 3.4 

364 Banfeen TOT 0 0 1.0 

365 Mikkslu WH 1 12 15 

366 Sullivan WJM 1 31 L7 

DEFENDERS 

■WO Dunn ARS 0 26 15 

4IU Urntu ARS 0 0 10 

404 Pent ARS I y.‘ 42 

405 Grimetkli ARS U 22 17 

406 Wimcrtxim ARS 1 47 15 

407 Bouid ARS (1 26 25 

■UK Adams ARS 0 24 45 

JU9 Kcoun ARS I 2 4.5 

4?0 Suunuxi AV 1 30 3.0 

43.3 Sou lh cue AV 0 27 5a 

434 Ehwgu AV 1 .39 3/1 

435 Ndwm AV I 3.3 12 

436 Wright AV I 2S .3.0 

437 Srimuej AV I 31 2.2 

438 Grayvn AV II 5. 22 

43V Monti BAR -I 23 15 

440 Appleby BAR 0 14 10 

443 Tbumpinn BAR 0 6 1/1 

444 Kiiao BAR 0 II 1.0 

-MS Berg MAN 5 40 3.4 

4*6 Lc Sans CHE 5 41 50 

447 Colemun BLA 0 0 3.0 

4JX (Vndtv BLA 0 36 4.4 

449 Keua' BLA I 42 1.9 

450 HeodHn BLA I 40 ID 

453 \6tav BLA i) 20 3X1 


U you would like to know more about Philips' 


454 Andcrw-n 

455 Cut 
4,v. EJlnn 

457 Fauditugh 

458 Taggjri 
45*< Berlin 
4611 IMcm 
4*3 ftltCMaj 
4*4 UunN-uriie 
465 Lchoeuf 
46* Sinclair 
4*7 DaeJi 

4*8 Shaw 
46*J Burr 
470 Haworth 

473 Edwonhv 

474 Gordin 

475 Muscat 

476 finite 

477 Unictun 

478 Rn*ens 

479 HreiJnTeon 
4811 5li m.Tr 

4H3 CPtwcO 
484 Uurwn 
4X5 Era mo 
48* Phelan 
4X7 Stun 
4KX Waste 

4JN Uaslaonb 
490 HiachJiire 

493 Bdic 

494 Keitv 
*95 VA-ihemU 

496 Motenaar 

497 Dongn 

498 Rn*etl5.jQ 

499 Wikh 

510 Wtollnw 
503 Eni-'ll 

501 Wans 

505 Wright 

506 RuiSdoct 
54X7 Harkncu 
508 Ktarme 
5t« Hjumctm: 
530 Mai leu 
5.33 McAleer 

534 O Neville 

535 P Neville 
53* Irwiti 

537 PrillNL-T 

538 May 

539 Jotuscn 

540 sa« 

54.3 A16cn 
>4* Hmy 

54? iVacuck 
54* uanod 

547 Beresfnrd 

548 BJ-JiHkau 

549 Nnbn 

550 Alhennn 

553 WSIkcr 

554 Swranovic 

555 Newsome 

556 Munknu 

557 Dndd 

558 Denali 

559 


ii 4 L5 
ii * 2.5 

ii 12 An 

n ii Li» 

II |9 is 

5 .37 15 

m 25 3.11 

in 59 .3/1 

ii 2 .311 

5 42 5Ji 

9 ZS 

0 n 27 

n .34 22 
u >1 22 

0 10 (.5 

X 29 IJ. 

6 37 2(1 

0 14 1J1 

0 II 20 

* 31 211 

ft .32 34) 

* 25 lil 

II 14 3.3 

\ 35 1*: 

U 2) 15 

1 .3.3 25 

2 II) 1.9 

I 20 3/» 

0 25 27 

1 14 3/1 

0 20 .35 

-2 J 443 

1 44 s* 

1 37 25 

0 21 25 

0 0 L2 
0 .32 25 

5 45 22 
5 21 12 

9 68 12 
«t 0 l.r> 
0 10 3/1 
0 2 3 j0 

o in 

5 .W 15 

7 44 25 

* 16 3 JO 

5 II 3.7 
5 51 4 2 

5 34 41 

0 33 25 

5 SO .311 
0 II 35 
« 16 35 


n 

0 

3i 

n 

21 

4.1 

ii 

II 

3.7 

u 

2li 

3X1 

0 

2* 

3.7 

<1 

M 

~ 

0 

* 


1 

37 

L9 

5 

25 

l.v 

1 

.72 

2S 

U 

3 

IJ5 

4 

30 


| 

.717 


4 

33 

2S 

1 

24 

IS 

0 

1 

15 


5ft« Lumleksam Su 

5*5 Scales TO 

5*4 i.'amphell IT) 

5*5 Caltlermx-d Tt.l 

5** A«.ira Ti l 

S* 7 EJinhurch T< : 

5*x Carr TTj 

5*9 MaWxiti Tlj 

570 Hie La Wf 

i d Rieper 

574 Hall W) 

575 Pons Wf 

576 FcrdinjJ #1 

5TJ ImpLi WT 

57.9 Turner WT 

5?* Pwr> V.1 

5Su Cunaioghara LVf 

585 Thatcher WT 

584 McAllister Wf 

5X5 Kimble 3VI 

MIDFIELD ERS 

ftOn Plan AR 

603 Parlcsir AR 

NK Pereira AR 

605 Vieira AR 

606 Ocermiri AR 

607 McdlLcj Rodreruur AR 

608 Taytor AV 

6CN Towns: ml AV 

*3(1 Draper AV 

*33 MatceUc HA 

*34 Buttrefc BA 

635 R cdfea rn BA 

'06 Eailcn BA! 

637 Tinkler BA' 

638 Dana BL, 

6.39 Wikm BL, 

Wf> McKinby DL. 

*43 Sberwil BU 

6W FliKroXt BL/ 

M5 Frandsen BO 

646 Tb>smriKjn BO 

647 PoUocV BO 

648 SdLus • 

640 Cullhi CH 

650 Di Mai ico CN 

Wise iCH. 

654 Newton CHI 

1*55 PHughc* CH 

656 Ba Sevan' Cl (I 

657 Ttdrer CO 

*58 Ridurdsoii SOI 

*59 McAllister CO 

*ftll Salrko OCf 

6*3 Jnliaiu.*n CO’ 

6*4 SimjKnn DEI 

u*5 Asamivie DEI 

*** 0 1'rwell DEI 

no Van TKt Lasn 1 DE 
6*x ftuitv DEJ 

6*9 Hunt DEI 

67H PartiRum 

67.3 Gram EV'I 

674 Eirrelly EV1 

675 Stuart EVf 

676 Speed 

*TT Briwyer TH 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST - 30 NOVEMBER I 


845 Whelan 

846 Huckerhy 

847 Sohvcdi 
X4R Ligh [bourne 
W4 Dyer 

850 Freedman 
853 Ndah 

is 

856 Stumdgc 

857 Wanchope 

858 Fcrgustxi 

859 Barmhy 

860 Deane 
863 Lilley 

8*4 Hawlcfcank 
8*5 Claridpe 
8*6 Heskev 
X67 Fnulk'r 
8*8 Berger 
SW> Owen 
870 Srftiilts 

877 Cole 

874 Solskfaer 

875 Sheri ncham 
X’li N.-vlund 
XT1 Shearer 

878 A«prilla 

879 Ferdinand 
X8H Tomauon 
88.7 Ondicnsson 

884 Humphreys 

885 Booth 
>«* Hirst 
887 Le Toner 
SW Evans 
HS9 Ostcnand 
Sio Armstrong 
89 .7 Nctsen 
**1 Hanson 

Bison 

89* Holdswanh 
»>7 Eknku 
89* Gavte 
S99 EueD 

MANAGERS 

" vJemK' 

9R7 Little 
904 Wilson 
»«5 Hocfcson 
9» Todd 
W Gul lit i 

UK Slrachan 
■at9 C»ppe]| 

93U Smiih 

933 Kendall 

934 Ciraham 

935 O'Neill 
93* Evnis, 

t^rgoson 
938 rjalutidi 
‘1.39 Pleat* 

940 Jnnes 
943 Francis* 

**44 Rcdknapp 
945 Kin near 


1? 

] 2 

31 


3U 

4JJ 

lv 

29 

il 

22 

IS 

1.* 

> 

12 

i: 

15 

■j 

i . 

;« 

i- 

ii 

5.U 

in 

15 

j* 

25 

4 


1) 

2I' 1 

3(1 

4.n 

26 

15 

J? 

2i» 

1 

15 

)7 

15 

17 

25 


24 

(T 


3i 

Ti 

32 

6.0 

1 

2/1 

21 

1.9 

- 

32 

23 

4.1 

2 

2D 

■i 

12 

35 

15 

11 

12 

1* 

l.U 

0 

3/1 

17 

vn 

T 

7 2 

21 

3.4 

9 

34* 

U 

15 

19 

28 

12 

12 

19 

15 

0 

4.4 

20 

3/1 

21 

3.7 

4 

24 

3 

1.0 

* 

3.U 

lb 

J.N 

13 

1-1 

16 

311 

13 

24 

II 

2 n 

1 

12 

>l 

1 

3 ii 

i 

b 

1 . 
1.6 

III 

12 

9 

2 ii 

II 

1 8 

* 


4 

if. 

26 

2S 

31 

* 7 

12 

3n 


rnnr 

flA\TR 

rr.« 

WK 

Di 

lALVE 

IBP' 

676 

Wallace 

LEE 

s 

59 

IS 

*7» 

Sharpe 

LEE 

0 

II 

35 

*811 

Rihcipi 

LEE 

4 

.W 

15 

6S3 

Haaland 

LEE 

4 

17 

25 

wa 


LEI 

0 

9 

15 



LEI 

0 

0 

1.* 

•■6* 

Izaetl 

LEi 

1 

23 

21 

*S“ 

Lennon 

LEI 

1 

13 

32 

D.-fiK 

Guppi 

LEJ 

1 

32 

1.7 

r#i 

harna 

NEW 

l 

33 

30 

*9(1 

RciXkjapp 

LTV 

1 

9 

52 

*93 

MtT.Map.Tfxinn 

LX\ 

* 

« 

5.9 

«’K 

Thumj 

Lrv 

0 

12 

30 

rAi3 

LeonhanKm 

LI\’ 

1 

If. 

4.0 

*^v. 

Oigpc 

MAN 

1 

55 

7.4 


BveUum 

MAN 

1 

43 

7/1 

6% 

Keane 

MAN 

0 

14 

7/1 

*9« 

Dun 

MAN 

n 

24 

7.0 

“00 

Pl>Kir>lJ 

MAN 

0 

11 

35 

71 13 

Uv 

NEW 

-i 

1* 

56 

7TU 

Bam 

NEW 

ti 

5 

3 * 

Tfl? 

■jfllew 

K'linWev 

NEW 

1 

IS 

25 

Tilr. 

BOL 

u 

17 

20 

707 

Kes-Jvra 

NEW 

x 

19 

20 

TiTS 

Blinker 

J.HEF 

0 

n 

’5 

7(W 

Hufc 

SHEF 

II 

6 

15 

1.7 

"rill 

Whtliindiain 

SHEF 

1 

.74 

73.7 

Cartmnc 

SHEF 

0 

42 

3/1 

734 

Maezliou 

SHEF 

I 

15 

24 

7.VS 

SlnlCT 

sou 

n 

> 

15 

. .v* 

Oakk-v 

SOU 

l 

11 


737 

Aoderioo 

TOT 

i 



7.W 

Frtx 

TOT 

j 



739 

Hnwclls 

TOT 

n 

|H 


740 

Ciinijla 

TUT 




743 

Scninn 

TOT 

•> 



744 

Niekeo 

TOT 




745 

WiUiamvin 

EVE 




746 

Mi Hugtx.-s 

VV’IM 

i 

13 

In 


Mi-neur 

Wll 




74S 

DUlHip 

WH 

i> 

* 


74'* 

Beritiax- 

WH 



750 

Lnmj> 

WH 

l 

11 

3/i 


i"ne< 

VMM 

l 

0 



754 

Earle 

WIM 




Aidkn 

WiM 

n 

2/1 

756 

Pear 

WIM 



•5' L HliirfkS 

STRIKERS 

WIM 

i 

14 

20 


n* 

w 

WAT 

g*« 

0 

0 

.1/1 

l 

25 

ii 

0 

14 

15 

0 

U 

15 

•9 

7.1 

2 ti 

0 


20 

0 

3 

U1 

11 

24 

20 

5 

27 

25 

0 

23 

Ml 

1 

35 

30 

0 

T» 

*5 


12 

45 

0 

0 

30 

8 

8 

15 

1 

29 

Ml 

0 

7 

55 

0 

79 

55 

It 

30 

95 

n 

JO 

4X1 

0 

28 

25 

ii 

31 

60 

i 

49 

62 

9 

.77 

70 

7 

49 

5X1 

n 

0 

20 

0 

0 

Hill 

0 

15 

7.4 

2 

25 

50 

6 

21 

40 

ft 

n 

20 

11 


25 

\ 

25 

55 

5 

34 

55 

4 

19 

70 

0 

6 

15 

0 

V 

32 

U 

U 

55 

1 

6 

4.U 

9 

57 

SO 

0 

9 

35 

l 

12 

35 

0 

26 

4JI 

1 

16 

4JJ 

U 

7 

15 


S/l Wiiyhi 

i*um.rtc IVr.-ira 
«15 VnU 
SO* Jiiachim 

Sri7 ('■■llvimiru 
W WAimon 
8W Hciulnc 
WI Hr&jrn 

833 Sulliin 

834 (l.dladier 
8.3.5 Dahlin 
Si. MeGinlas 

83’ Blake 

N5S ill* 

.\79 Vialli 
S4ii Ma Huglics 
443 lir^ Andre Fb. 
*44 Du him 


3J J ;*• r. 








range of lighting products picas? call 0181- £416 1966. Tern* and conditions as prtOosh rpchfchcd. Supporled bs- 
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Punters betrayed by Labour's empty promises 


The National 
Association for the 
Protection of Punters 


Janie *in. Wood on the 

empty promises which 


tn Francisc 0 
©fodder 
r Gannon 

* Rison. as the k^ a . r J* (NAPP) is no more, and 

fc pushed on to a 4 ^ r "! Britain's punters are left 
an Francisco on Su/!^ without a voice. 

agl6e49e re 'ij-, a ndav - - ■ 

streak. “ f 

.was lhc worst rc«i .i 
oss for San Franc . ' betrayed the of 

y winners o? ^ P rotect i on f° r betting's 

sm Division Fr \naunm 

»*fa,aiDa llas - 
FrancBco a l SQ , ut) 

pfa^-off defeat t,. ;h . , J A S reat man y powerful people 
■ Giants in j 9xt>. *" Vl were hi a very good mood last 

tye jjlayed as Uc || i, , .. Frida y evening. After six years 
ok- we can nfov - '* of scratching frantically at the 

•tlcnheimer. i h ' f v 1 i,ch 11131 ^ NAPP, it had sud- 
ltsaid.‘-Therc\, i...'i f ' deniy gone awa y 311 itself, 
and of point difl.-reni. iw* Nonnal service had been re- 
a us. It was just nne . .rik st ? red at ,asu punters 

Things went our * - ° f Bntain could again he 
The wheels came. , It k squeezed diy without anyone 

hen it snowballed = FT* 50 ™“ Ch “ a whim P er - 
uccL the 49 m boardrooms, it . 

got frustrated.'* 


'M trebles all round. 


t was 


There are those who claim 
that punters are simplv not a 
very clubbable bunch of people. 
It’s nonsense, of course. OF- 
GAS. OFWAT and - somewhat 
ironically - OFLOT look after 
the collective interests of con- 
sumers of gas. water and the 
Lottery. But until the Nation- 
al Association for the Protection 
of Punters came along, it was 
easy for the administrators 
whose fat salaries are paid - via 
the Levy - out of backers' pock- 
ets to treat their benefactors like 
a cashpoint machine which 
didn't bother to keep count. 

NAPP itself was composed 
of people who had little in 
common. Bui they had all tak- 
en a long look at the amount of 
money which punters pm into 
the racing system (not to men- 
tion the Exchequer), and then 
another at the contempt with 
which they are treated, and de- 
cided - this is wrong. 

For years they existed on 


nothing but subscriptions (it was 
just £10 a year), and even then 
would cheerfully take up cases 
on behalf of people who had not 
joined NAPP beforehand, and 
did not do so afterwards. Al the 
same time, those arranged on 
the other side of the battlefield 
could call on almost unlimited 
resources. Worst of ail. most of 
it was, originally, helling mon- 
ey. They were, in effeet, under 
friendly fire. 

The biggest villain in this re- 
spect was not BOLA. whieh. af- 
ter all is paid to push the 
interests of the biggest off. 
course hookies, but the Levy 


Board. The Board exists for no 
other reason than to distribute 
money - a little over £5U mil- 
lion annually - collected from 
punters via the tax on off- 

Rf CHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: French Holly 
(Newcastle 12.20) 

NB: Grey Shot 
(Newcastle 12.50) 

course bets. 

They spend £2 million just 
on administrating themselves. 
They dish out OVKt.OUU a year 
to compensate racecourses 
which have hcen forced to 


abandon meetings (normal 
businesses, you might imagine, 
would take out insurance 
against the weather), and an as- 
tonishing £163.1X10 lu point-to- 
point racing, which do not 
generate a single penny of 
Levy. And yet when NAPP 
asked for £250,000 to employ up 
to five hill-time slab', fighting for 
and defending the sort of rights 
which other consumers would 
lake for granted, the Board 
treated them with contempt. 

& j tong as the money keeps 
rolling in, they do not seem lo 
care that no worthwhile system 
exists for resolving beUing dis- 


Newton Abbot off due to waterlogging 


annon. making hK ,,. Unt RACING'S FUTURJES MARKET 
for the injured Eh is < jr ^ — 

“V 0 *"? 1 ' pa ' v ' W After his victory over Barton 
ards-Hehasledthef^^ik in the Hewiessy Gold 
cdip at 


msecutivc victories ,ii a ts»5p at Newbury on Saturday, 
er, Seattle and San Fr^ Suny Bay is a top-priced 7-1 with 
. Kansas City remairy Ladbrokes and the Tote for the 
ante behind Denver. k-jj. 
f the AFC West, 
ison caught five pasv« h 
srdU. including hiuchtlm^ 
and 29 yards. Gunn, in ak 
je rookie tight ond T llff 

- IV’.i xn. 

■as>. Marcus Allen s.nr:; 

•J;rcc-y^rJ run ,-nd ot 
Hi with the light end Tct 

iouchd •v.n ;n a 2 l-p. w . 
liiipiun. ' keTLSi' I, if, 
kar.wr.:... - Dies'. 

Elft ,f. V. J. r '-tHv.ir. 2-5 tav '- *■ Cauflosr 8 - 1 ; 3. Fauan 10 

. ... , • , ran. 7. a (1*9 M Rovetay. SaftbumL 

h r -v ' -'-1- ••••* r.N end Tv' tasa I £«X £200 JMtt DF; £440. CSF: 

Davis -.••• ''.-.r r\ and: 

na ins - 


Cheltenham Gold Cup. San- 
martino, who beat Fm Sup- 
posin by 13 lengths in the Gerry 
FcDdcn Hurdle is 14-1 with Hills 
for the Champion Hurdle. 


1998 Triumph Hurdle (2m If) 

Hma fftakta) Cool WBtenHB Ladbotea 

TUB 

The French PiiBB(MPip^ 

12-1 

161 

12-1 

12-1 

RtewHtdi (M Ppe) 

261 

261 

m 

261 

FM BMa (D MchaisonJ 

261 

261 

14-1 

14-1 

VWtD'Aout(MPlpel 

261 

261 

261 

261 

Rtebow Frontier (A P OBrienM) 

261 

261 

261 

U -1 

Sapp*? And DwbhmUGL Moore) 

261 

361 

361 

261 

Es/dway s qtBrter trie odds, pbeto, J. 2. 3 (CrieterYBin, Thurafy 19 Uarcri) J 


Prolonged rain in the West 
Country has caused today's 
meeting at Newton Ahbot to he 
abandoned owing to waterlog- 
ging. Clerk of the course Mike 
Trick ey explained: "The track 


2m William Hill Handicap Hurdle at 
Sundown on Saturday (Best prices bi boUl 
WIIBsm HUt 6-1 (Vrtw-ri, 7 1 PotlHS Gfllc. 7-1 
StcrmytalrwefflH« O-l Abtuna 10-1 Doctor 
10-1 PmceU, n-i Pcwraatfe ia-i iDtatva 14-1 
Cartto Brtgame. 14-1 Eb Aqnpi Wbu. 14-1 km 
awt. 14-1 HaMrawai. 16-1 Gtobe Hutwhi. 20-1 
Bama Boy 20-1 Belalor. 20-1 Foresut 20-1 
Lady Dafiy 20-1 May* Jarne 2 Ch S*m aotxn 
25-1 New Inn 33-1 Cool Gunner. 33-1 Km- 
necaslk 33 - 1 Nor Vintage 33-1 Punkah, 40- 1 
Greenback. 50-1 Danegofct 66-1 MpperHed 
Ladbrokes: S -1 Gimes 6 -i Eiomrytaimeatfiat 
8-1 Ltodoat 8-1 FteiarS Gab. O i Chal-Ya 10-1 
Prmcetii. 12-1 Bama Boy, 12-1 NatvandL 
12-1 Potontala 14-1 Abwna 14-1 Onto Bng- 
anta 14-1 Eb Aqan Mou. v»-i Globe Runner 
14-1 Keratin, 20-1 Beastor. 20-1 ForesiaL 20-1 
Lady Daisy. 25-1 Cod Gi/rer, 25-i Knnecasfx 
2S-1 Mafor Jamie. 25-1 New «n 2S-1 &ivet 
Groan 33-1 Punhail 40-1 Oaneooil 40-1 
Gresrbeck. 50-1 Non Vintage 66-1 ripper Bod 
Each-way V. tho odds, places. l.Z 3,-1 

- Ion Davies 


wjjs raceable yesterday hut we 
got another < 1.6 inches nl rain." 

David Nicholson has de- 
clared Viking Flagship and 
Mulligan fur Saturday's Tingle 
Creek Chase at Sundown. 


Tingle Creek acceptors: Arroc Kn 5 .-n. 1 n in 
Tur-.i-in-CViwr.-t. A:*, tom H Taie >. 0*3W: *C 

l.ldnni tmjari 1 OCJ-try iM P^-r^ Kldsan Dj.ts. 'A 
Moore Hi. Muitii^n iD rfctorwii. i3n So R'S*>> 
• Ci CeSMVtm Or Rovol iM PfeL V*mg f OR3- uj 
iD rnovKoni 

Castanans bet ^ HUnon Djuis. 1-1 r.VA^i, 
Vlunc Fupawi 9 2 Ash to. 1120 ftW. 14- 1 
Arc lx Knsmir. 16 1 Ccifcarc. 60- 1 Iroari too. 
en 'JnSo Pr>s 


pules, that magistrates hand out 
betting licences like confetti, or 
that dodgy hookies (Front Line 
and Bowmans In the last cou- 
ple of years alone) can go bust 
owing hundreds of thousands of 
pounds to punters who. unlike 
tourists stranded by a collapsed 
holiday form, have no hope of 
compensation. 

Seven months ago, the 
Board's attitude was all too 
predictable. NAPP were trou- 
blemakers. revolting peasants 
who made life uncomfortable 
for their lords and masters as 
they practised the noble art of 
sticking their noses in the 
trough. 

Hang on in there, though, 
the campaigners were told by 
various Labour Party contacts. 
.After the election, things will be 
different. It was, like so many 
others, an empty promise. Last 
Thursday. George Howanh, 
the Home Office minister, 
made it perfectly clear to a 


NAPP delegation that, if their 
work was to continue, it would 
do so unfunded. 

“He didn’t want to know," 
Michael Singer, NAPP’s chair- 
man, says. "We made it dear 
that once we walked out, we 
would be curtailing the opera- 
tion, but he just didn't care." So, 
when next you venture into the 
unregulated world that is British 
betting, remember that you do 
so without consumer protection. 

Pray that your bookie does 
not go under, or discover an ob- 
scure rule which turns your bet 
from a winner into a loser, for 
you will complain alone, and no- 
one will listen. 

Singer believes it “a nation- 
al scandal that the Govern- 
ment collects £1.4 billion a year 
from gambling but not a pen- 
ny of it goes back to protect Lhe 
people providing it-" Anyone 
who agrees should direct their 
comments lo George Howarth 
at the House of Commons. 


1998 Champion Hurdle (2m 110yds) 


Hoisa iTrane) 

Coral 

WHkanWtif 

Ladbrokes 

Tore 

Shadow Leader |C Egetfcri 

61 

61 

61 

61 

Wabraq lAP DBreriWi 

61 

61 

61 

61 

Mate A Stand |U Pp?) 

7-1 

61 

7-1 

7-1 

Samnaitina id tocnabcni 

Cl 

161 

Ol 

e-i 

Zaratasha (D Mcriatcn) 

161 

i«l 

161 

161 

Ctdtor Bay U 0to| 

61 

261 

U-1 

£-1 

Grates iC RccteWi 

261 

fc-1 

U-l 

trl 

I'm Supposm (R Romm 

261 

261 

261 

61 

Mmflo iMrs M fkvetey) 

261 

261 

261 

61 

Pridmd (M Rpe) 

261 

20-1 

201 

201 

JuyushUOU) 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

33-1 

Data Star (JMJeflerscn) 

167 

33-1 

33-1 

261 

Space Tructer (Mr*, j Hamngtoni 

33-1 

33-1 

361 

261 


Eacimii a quoit* the ate. places i. Z 3 iXXetonham. fea&h l?Uarchi 


1998 Cheltenham Gold Cup Chase (3m 2f 1 1 0yds) 


Hoise iTraner) 

Coed 

WUfarnHB 

Ladbrokes 

Tale 

Dorans Pride (U hwi jar.liti 

61 

7-1 

61 

61 

Suny Bay |C BtkksI 

61 

61 

7-1 

7-1 

Tho Gray Monk iG RcTJia.| 

61 

61 

7-t 

61 

Mr Utatigan (N OBnoe; 

Ol 

12-1 

to-i 

0-1 

Addington Boy iG FicrianSi 

161 

161 

161 

12-1 

Imperial Cad (F SjTwena Vi'i 

■u-l 

161 

161 

14-1 

Stepty Dashing (TEastetayi 

161 

U-T 

161 

161 

CyhngotMPtrei 

161 

261 

61 

261 

Barton Bank iD MchOsoi] 

20-1 

261 

261 

201 

Rough Quest (T Caseyi 

361 

261 

261 

261 

Sparky Gaylo (C ?3rite) 

261 

261 

261 

201 

Strong Prondsa (G KinartJi 

B-T 

201 

261 

261 

Banjo (D Nchctecn) 

361 

261 

261 

301 

Coorne HB IW Denris) 

261 

261 

33-1 

C-1 

Danoli (T Fbley/H) 

361 

a-t 

201 

S-1 


Eadhway a qaner the odds, places. 1, Z 3 iChetenham. TtimsdK 19ktach) 


RESULTS 


icr Br.r.. 

AFC 

tHiv- ' : "• 
ihi. c h.,r ■ 


-•••:- 1 j PL 1 .- 1 


KELSO 

1250: 1. LEDGENDRY LINE (P Mwn) 
10-1 1* 
TMK 

&wa 

c £680. Non Runner Justn Mac. 

Ijath 1. YOUNG KENNY (RSmpto) 4-7 
•run:: a- ; itavr;tl*ltary Academy 2-1 ; 3. Dote# M»- 
u “ , olull 25-1 8 ran. del. dsL (P Beaumont 

h- BrandsbrtTbtKClTOiCiaaElTttEaBQDF: 
£280 CSF.Zim. 

1 80: . 1. COMMON SOUND (C McCor- 
>Lt> •” made) 6-1:2. HachaeTs Oman 7-1; 3. Chi- 
na King 2-1 tav. 7 ran. hd, •& (J Barclay. 
Lasifl). TbtK £4S0: £23Q E28Q DF: EH2Q 

Results and standings, CSF: C3S3& 

220: 1.CBUDH BOY (B Stow) O* 
Digest, page a 2 . jyAftotoy Sucet 7-i : a Aide Me L^- ll-D 
fan 5 ran. nk, rtL (Ms J GoodteBow, Eart- 
stonl Tbte: £730: £2ia E28a DF; CSOQ 
" ■■■ " — — , CSk £3830.' - 

TJSOi 1. CASH BOX <N SnUIh) 65 faiq 2. 
RaBagto 4-1;3. Monthaui B-4. 3ran.2d3t 
(T Can: SMttng»By-SBaV- 3 Mk £180- DFr- 
£320 CSF:.C46a.f«: Urtathen 
320: 1. THEJ»K3INOA(MrCtiite Wfecn) 
7-1; 2. Monotony 25-1; 3- Ybung Steven 
18-1 B ran, evens tav Global Legend (4thJ 
14. 18 - (Mrs A Swtabank. Acttucmd). tote: 
£730; £230, £120, £2.70. DF: CT21DQ CSF: 
CQ93a THo: CJ03SO; E1250S carried fanmrd 
10 LingfieM 320 today. 

Placepot E14673G Quadpot: ES7S3U 
Piece 8: £13*04, Place 5: £103528 

FOLKESTONE 

1-Otfc T. EURO FORUM (O Brarows) 2-1; 

.. -, 5 



NEWCASTLE 


HYPEHION 

12^0 French Holly 2.25 Nigel's Lad 

12.50 I’m Maggy 2.55 Committed Schedule 

1^5 ANABRANCH (nap) 3.30 King's Measure 
1.55 □usive Star (nb) 


GOING: Good. 

• Left-hand cwel come; with rising rmnn; tough, galoping track. 

• Coun» to on Al 5m Not lowm. Metro service to Rxr Lane Ends station from Newcastle 
ratway station Bus service fawn theta ADMISSION: Club £6: Tattersals £9: S4ver Rng £4 
(£2torQAi%BndrBfl>stafaddaebiG(fl CAR PARK: Free 

• LEAD KG TRADERS: Mrs M Raveiey 35-149 (235%; G Rtehatie 12-6B (Bffly, J Howard 
Johnson T2-D9 fn%j, p CtweMmugh 71-73 (5i%). J M Jefferson fO-35 (288%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven 36-W C3B%1 B Storey W-T2B |tm). R Grarltty 13-73 

(178%)i L Wyer 11 -7S T Real 689 (G%). R Guest 656 PD3%), M Brennan 5- C (313%L 

• FAVOURITES: M6-32S fS44«l 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Norat 


FORM GUIDE 

tan Baling has had some oeceni jumprg horses n his bma notably Imperial Cup win- 
ner Insular and Cheltenham Festival scorer Crystal Sp<nt. The Kmgsclere trainer now un- 
leashes GREY SHOT, a classy slayer on the level with H chard Dunwoody dong the 
educating There are ptertly m opposmon bui it could be the ground rather than the hur- 
dles that finds hen out. Better on a faster surtaca Grey Shot ts stfl hard to oppose rt in 
the same lorm that enabled him to reverse Newbury running with Jiyush when bearing 
Double Eclipse and Rnher Fight m lhe Jockey Club Slakes at Newmarket m October. 
Opaque, another jumping lor the Ursa time. wouldnT have Nved with &ey Shot on the Flat 
Ballad Minstrel, a bunperwnner n lesing ground at Haydock iwo seasons aga is the 
type To refsh the condmons and should .30 wel tor he n-lorm leaner Mary Revetoys 
bumper wrner Wynyaid Knight looks btxnd 10 run another sound race after beating a 
tug field at WMherby on n« reappearance. The Butterwick Kid mas a dour stayngtype 
on the level He has condmons 10 sut today but he lacked any sari of pace at Wtotherby 
last month when japped by CaiAer I'm Meggy shaped with promise when a dose thrd 
10 HI Farm Skies a Haydock and looks easiy better than Fla winner Alpine Hideaway, 
who was only fifth lo Flying North at Cal fenck Selection: GREV SHOT 


FORM GUIDE 

Nigel'S Lad and INN AT THE TOP were both decent novices last season who won over 
2m4L Mgefc Lad ran hs rivals ragged on this course m February and he was Iasi seen, 
along with Great Easeby. m ihe Cesarewrtch. I Just favour Im At The Top. who won three 
twnes on taster ground and who also put 14 ) a sound effort In defeat aganst Beggars 
Banquet on this course For a horse who beat Mighty Moss (second lo latsbrsq at the 
Cheltenham Festival) at Don cas tec Inn At The Tbp looks very we* weighted. Wimtigchas- 
er Tough Teat wi stay every yard and can be given a chance oh only WsL buTCst looks 
a stopper kx Great Easeby. who was ottthe course aJol last lumps season. But hs pres- 
ence has kept the weights down, which has done a favour 10 subtends Zamhmeer, 
who shnid be sharper tor a run al Ayr last month aher some doapp dinting runs on the 
level HU The Canvas has a more reaislic chance alter Two runs with a welter button, 
though faster ground has suited him in the pa«=i Selection: IhN AT THE TOP 


2.55 


1.25 


■RfMAHtzger- 
l; 3. Lay B On 
Pnrxa 2 7. (M 


1 Ok 1. SILENT CRACKER (G Bnxlsy) 
J*1; 2 Matody Maid evens fair; 3. Tbp Note 
■a-t TO ran. vk a (M Pitman). TWm EtMO; 
£28Q £2Q'£m DF: £1380 CSF; EZZSQ 

Trio: £1250. NR: Elbgn. 

200: 1.ANTONK) MARIANO (LAspeQ 
58 tav; 2 Dtotng King 26-1 ; & Keep Me 
In Mod ti- 2-8 ran. 7 , 12 (P Mooney) rote: 
£320; £19Q£65Q £16Q DF: £1882 CSF: 

HR: : £4223. Tricast £23656 

2J0: 1- CHSKY CHARUE (D GatagharJ 

1 4-T;2 Csboctnn Tt-4 lav; a. Roes Dancar 
: 5-1 ton T7s2fG L Moorel TWe: £680: 

: . £2.10, £tJQ £250. OF. £R1D CSF: CWB2 Tri- 

cast E5U35. 

• 3JXt 1. DREAM LEADER 

•to) 7-2 2 secret Bid 10-1 

-.Afllftn. 9-4 tor Jac Del Prince, 

Ffcwst tbte: £5J2D: £iaa £2^a E2JQ DF: 
rasa CSF: E357& THcest ET3WS. 'Wo: 
j- Ksa : \ 

,UGOSt ■ 3C NOV.MB jjg. im PENNYWISE (S Kely) TO-f; 2. 

DeapC Dhra 4-1 jt fav, 2 Lenda'a Coun- 


Ief4-T Jtfav. 14 ran. 1’A. Vk (Mbs Uonetia 
Mfarel Wto: £TV60; £330, E200, CWQ DF: 
£34.70. CSF: £5137 Wo: E99BO 
Jackpctret won; £1578323 earned forward 
to Newcastle today. 

PtecepoO ESCUOi Quadpob £M5oa 
iftaare. piaco5:£uia 
-WORCESTER 
. 1240:1. JUST JASMBiE (R Greene) 5-4 
r. : tor20i«lchX»»»1B-i:aGatocta5-i8 

- - WLttTfc. m Bishop, BridgwMer). 

.. £240; Cm E830L DF: £90Q C5F: E1A21 NR: 
fM Farm Btaas. 

. T.1ft^ESCAHTEFJQUE(AMag^1-3 
lar 2 DwbanUK 5-i: 3. General Tonic . 

• 12-1 4nei.fi; a '(D Mcnotaon. Tempte Gu- 
. Big) 'M r £120. DF: £17Q CSF: £22& 

1AIU.ROYALE ANGELA (R Johnson) 

• B-ra tar. 2 Alnsi Sort D 9-1 : 3. Court On- 

- - retar N-V4 ran. A sh hd. (J NevBa New- 
: .?<«) ■&**; £170: DF: MJZ0.CSF: K31. 

. ^. l (?§id!vtoJ0hlan) 

■ 2-« J; EASY FffiUN (A Magurel 1-7 

• 20opd Loni Murphy 6-1: 3- Folding 
•- £}!*»• a dbL(D Mrfrcteoa Tempte & b- 

' S^^ n ^ £t W EZ3aDF:CuacSF; 

- . «*1.1WfflMOC(l*nwadey)fl-8 
. :. <K2,HHridMd2-1; 3. Wert Timed 6-2 5 

• • Sh a%,-3 , /j.^K Batey. Uppv Lantom) 
r l»K1^£aQ£im£iF:&CSF:B«3Q 

. F^.l.FESmETEAK(RMassay)4-fi 
1 “f, 2£hmbmy Flyer. 6-1 ; 3. Beefy Nova 
•• 9-18 tan. I’/r, a'n5 Mchoteonl-fcte: £170; 

• ; n«t£t3a DF; £05Q CSP. £SO& 

■ *«repot £ 2 £m Onadpot EfiJO, ' 

Rica fc £B3S. Pteod S £*4fi, 

• RRctnkie Dettori mgkes an im- 
Reeled return .to - action; in 
Bplain on the Equitrack _at . 
Mogfield today, tie. is en^ged 
to ride Sweet. .Supposan for 

; ^etvmarket train er ; .-_Chris. . 
lawyer in Division ’Era pf the 
Green Handicap^—- "■ . 


i o onf NORTHERN RACING NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
l £2325 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £2^79 

1 2/03-1 FRQICH H0L1Y (USA) flS) (K Ftood) F lArfhy 6 n 5 . A Thornton 

2 65 AMCfflV NATIVE (24) tfcto W kIo) J Wtalo 5 H S1ayior(5| 

3 0 BARTON BLACK fNZ) (5^ ^Sitoy WCbn*) S &wtoto. 5 012 . .. . S Wynne 

4 0F5-3P DAN DE MAN (10) (Dard i Port* Partrevdqil Wss L SUM e Tl C ..RDumoody 

5 OPSM POWTDUrr(22) (JJHandBrSOn) Fl*jrte^l71013 B Storey 

G 0080 SUHO p4) (Us Jamier M Oxx taad) Ite S Lamyrnan 41312 J Magee |3) 

7 06 SUNSTRiKE (299) (R McOcraldl R McDaraU 5 10 C R Supple 

B (V SUSH BAR (HS] Panrerdte) 1*3 M Ftovetey SBC ...PNhan 

9 2-0 YOUNG TDMO (14) (Metad Thonpeon) J Hward Johnscn 6 D 12 . . .ECdaglun 

0 0600 CSJAYHJ. (10) (Nortfunberiand Gnxp Roang CUrl N Chmrtxrian 4 to 7. . .T Reed 

H KSOTS0ALE (Brjitfcb/Racrig) P Seajrom 5 117 B Grattan (5) 

tt LADVLANDS(StanmdrRadhg) UteStMbmsan4 U7 .. . — 1 Supple 

to PfCA&ANIS DELIGHT (Geoff Rckamg) Ms MRndey 7 137 - . NSmBh 

» 60 RAG DOLL (20) (The Bui Pimra QU^ J HomhJ Jchnson 5 to 7 D Parker 

to 06 SANTA HASBARA (334) (0 Hayos) C Grant 6 C 7 ..RGanttty 

- 15 dedarod - 

BETTING: 25 Fnmdi Holy, 61 Stahl Bat 10-1 thong Tomo. \Zd Dan da Man. 14-1 Kantadale. 
Barton Black, 161 Santa Bartara, 261 Pheasant* DoIgN. 33-1 ottwrs 
Bflfi: Beggars Banqjst 8 « 12 B Grattan (7) 62 (P BeamonT) ifl ran 
FORM GUIDE 

FRENCH HOLLY ts a star act who can be bached to defy the penalty after an Impres- 
siva wii at Ayr *wi Ladgeraky Una who won at Kelso yestentay. A tearing bunper horse 
two Beesons ago and sixth to Rorida Pearl at the Chertenham Festival taa season French 
Holy shraid prow murrfi too good tar ihB opposrtion eapectefly as has put up in dt- 
tanca Kerrtsdale k a half-s«st8r to some lumpme winners and the stack) had a newccrwr- 
cl»se wtanar r JayW al Carfste last week so Karrisdate is taflfy 10 be In enough. Ybung 
Tbom. second to the smart Kings Measure Ina txjmper lam season, wants ihs irqj judged 
on fis hurdtas showing Oehnd CatAer at Wtetharby. Sushi Bar, a ihree-Mnes winner or 
the Flat from 12 to 16 furlongs, is Butty to do better now after showng noting on tea 
lumping debut hare two years aga Santa Barbara and Barton Black can do better af- 
ter their burner runs, though they cannot be fancied to contain the favourite. Richard 
Dinwoody ndes a alow sort In Dan de Man. who was piAed up at Martet Rasen last 
frna Selection: FRENCH HOLLY 


RAMSIDE EVENT CATERING HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
C) £6,300 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £4,260 

1 F631 2 POLITICAL TOWER flBJ (CD) (BF) (G R S kbcon) P then W E 0 . C MeComteCk (7) 

2 5-Tttl ANABRANCH (32) (I?) (Mis M Barter] JMA'herscn 6 D II ECalaglwn 

3 >223-1 BDLDBOSS f17) (CD) iJohr RctecnlO M MoorPii 105 B Storey 

4 4034- DUAL MAGE (262) (CO) iCtaun Butteq riipcfes! J FioGwald ID W 3 . P Carbeny 

5 60402- SUPER SAMW (20G) (D) (Mrs F T WfaBan) F Wdwi UiO 0 KJotawon 

- 5 declared - 

Umm unwaghe lOsr Frut farnAap ewr* Super Sanct^ 7a J 

BETTING: 2-T Anarimch. 9-4 Political Tower. 1 1-4 Dual Image. 4-1 Bold Boss. 261 Super Sandy 
19% PMnwLTpwwsn tOADottmU-i tav iR Nhicni 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

The progressive mare ANABRANCH represems ihe iramer/)ocFev combination that got 
a race resUi wnh Go-mtormai at Newbury on Saturday Anabranch e unbeaten n four 
starts this term and whdelhev were solrtsh races on tasier ground than tnn. she st* ap- 
peals as bemg good enough 10 concede ihe weighi 10 Bold Boss who finished rated 
otl on he reappearance at Ayr Iasi monrh Dual Image coufcl prove dangerous. He needs 
the kid-glove ireaimeni and today $ ncter Pai Carberry won '3r h«n over hurdtes at Don- 
caster last January Dual knage b wel hantScapped on tvs chase wi> on the course the 
fgloivng month and. gettng 71b from Anabranch is worth a saver with te& stable teng 
m tew lorm. Pol Hi cel Tower « a consislerrt chaser who a best at tins mp He wd be all 
the better tor hs seasonal run at Ayr when second to Monnaw Forte who was getting 
two sione but he could tost be vulnerable under ttes 12 si Super Sandy has hrte chance 
bang so tar am ol the hanOcap Selection: ANABRANCH 


POLYFLOR AND NEWCASTLE FLOORING NOVICE 
CHASE (CLASS D) £4,950 added 3m Penalty VHue £3,566 

63611 COIMBTTED SCHEDULE (B) (The ScheeUe Partnership) Gftchatos61l to.. PHmn 

4-S12 MAYBE O'GRADY (14) (1^ |Ms Ann Bel) W f-umgham B 11 4 NSmiBi 

2U32-2 FERN LEADER (25) (D) |Robn W*d) C Gram 7 DC RDummody 

Ri45P HICKSONS CHOICE f12)(Jchr> Wbdel J Vtafe 9 D 12 __.MrSDurai* (5) 

ZP3Z3 1 OVER THECORRIB (616) (D)(JWP Ctrts) JCtrtsT DO R Guest 

4161-0 PUREVALUE (IS) (CO) (Ms Jean Tirpn) M W E&stertiy 6 X) T2 PCartony 

64405 OUIXAli. CR0SSETT (3) (lAs Kaen Hbodwad) E Cane to D C Stayforp) 

354131 RADICAL CHOICE (804) |J I A Chsrtai)J Chariton B « 12... B Storey 

AJU22- WBfTBl ffiLLE (USA) (340) (Ms M W Bid) J Hnrard Johnson 9 to to. ^ECafajatan 

52 TALL TALE (33) iJchn lAbdel J Mfede 5 V b - AThomten 

-lOdsdarad- 

BETT1NG: 7-4 Fen Leader. 61 Purevatua, 4-1 CommBed Sciudute, M Maybe Otorady. 61 Wh- 
ite Bela. IM TA 'tale, 161 Radical Chotoe, 161 OvwTIw Corrib, 261 Htcksona Choice, Quht- 
artCrorastt 

1996 Ma(onty Mafot 7 to l?AS Srmh W-i (P Cheestxoutfi) Ti ran 
FORM GUIDE 

This is a lough course far novices so lVn goeig along with COMMITTED SCHEDULE to 
confirm the Hexham torm with Fern Leader evert on the bad terms. Fem Leader e barite 
to dump a tew but a I2fb pul kx the neck baaing by Commdied Schedule (won sance 
at Catlenck) givec tam a great chance with a clear romd. Fem Leader has changed sta- 
bles since last season and wfa be ndden by Richard Dunwoody who has won on Pureval- 
ue. a decent staying huder last season but an early casualty on his chasing debut el 
Market Rasen Winter Belle disappointed lost season, but Maybe O'Grady seems to be 
geftng better and he bailed up the classy Forest Ivory at Wethertry last rime. 

Selection: COMMUTED SCHEDULE 


1.55 


12.50 


NEWCASTLE FLOORING AND HALSTEAD’S NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £2,925 added 2m Pen Value £2,463 

06B6U AMBBBGE(23)(NWABar»tetariRVft**»S'T0'O Dfiarttay 

5 ALPINE HIDEAWAY (B) (EasartV Tratesl M W Eastoftry 4 tl B AThwidre 

14/20- BALLAD M1HSTHB. (265)(D) |G E ShaA*) J FinGerald 3 D to PCtebeny 

(5/P- BLAC3C ICE BOY (F43) (M® Judth Uarehal) fl BasSman fi to to HBaaiman (5) 

06 BU3E LUQANA (F220) (JASrtetxmo) N Bjwdl5 13 12 B Grattan (5) 

0 DOCTOR BRAV10US (21) (Ms Oyna FLicef-teyttn) B Bfcoi 4 to B D Patter 

0 GBMERALACA0HIY(B)(MnMECt*lB4 JCurtaa to Q DByme 

GREY SHOT {F37) (J C Smth) I Baking 5 to C .RDunrawdy 

54468 J J BABOO (16) (ftsaraf Roper} M Hammond 4 1) 1Z - - - RGanttty 

0 LAND OF CHIEFS (16) (K Lee) F Maphy 4 to 12 MrSDunekp) 

LAW DE9GNER (L C Ma^lby) S Bel 5 to to K Johnson 

<M MlfiNUS MAXBWS (38) (P Lanryman) Ms S Lamyrnan 5 tt Q. J Magee (3) 

4MM MYB08iai(ZD)(ltaJML«gan)ttssM»«gah5DC.... - - .-M« 

0 NOTOOBB (38) (J A Stephmsdfl P Cheesbroflh 5 to 12 - .R Supple 

G NOUKARI pi) (Cama Trsnspori (Inteid) Ltd) J HnKUd Jofnsoi 4 tt t2 _E Calaghan 

OPAQUE (F24)(GJICe9ry)W Stray 5 Tlt2 RMcGrrfi(3) 

P RASINCHARffiW (RayQagga) RCnggsG 0 to 'I®?™* 

66 5TINGMG B& (M2) (W G %ed) W Read 6 to to — .TReed 

« Tlffi BUTTB11MCK tOD f14) (Robert OcurbeiSJ R Fahey 4 10 to -FLsatiyffl 

2R2-1 WYNIOIRD KMGHT (23) (D) (St Jdw Hafl Mrs U Bweiey 5 DlZ -J‘** nn 

03 FM MAGGY (N2) (13) (5'vioy W Ctete) S BrDCtehaw 7 1) 7.. , . SWynre 

F NATIVE SONG flfi) (hvtea BOodsteckl W a>rey 4 B7 C IteCorraack f7) 

-22dactarad- 

BETTBIG: 1-2 Grey ShtS, 7-1 Wynyard Knlgtit. 61 Opaque, 161 Baited ttmsrel. 161 J J Baboo, 
Tta Bdtamtek Md, 14-1 Tm Maggy, 261 Alptas Hfaeawa* 261 otbos 
■B96- Alteteq 5 ri 3 P Nven «-n tor (M Camacho) « ran 


LEVY BOARD CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £2,925 added 2m Penalty Value £2.201 

1 333-56 OUR KRB (19) (0) (Ite Fuh SelSSI M Somasty 5tt 10 M H Maugham 

2 D00C- TOSHIBA TALK (F109) (tasttea IUN) Lkl) B EAson 5 11 7 C McCormack (3) 

3 -rZ32 PEMTLAND SQURE (12) (Ms E M Dvcn) J Jefferson 6 11 4 AKSmMi(5) 

4 02C5- DIAMOND BEACH (F45) (0) (UtOiepiace Inf) G M Moore 4 11 3 ECaBaghan 

5 iP-fiiP TnENNUM (USA) (17) (□) (M C Boyd) P Hnenri 8 n J IJardnefS) 

6 5326/1 BJANE STAR (23) (D) (W Gnzefi Ms M Revetey 7 A 0 G1M 

7 231-34 STRONG JOHN (12) (S Efeknshawl M Scumty 9 10 9 NHorroctepl 

S 0454-5 PRIDOY FAB (ti) (D) (The Bw Psnnershp) D Barter 4 to 9 E Husband 

9 00125- K0J3RUMMY CASTLE (221) (D) (KBdnmmy Parmershpl J FcGered SX)2 F Leahy 

-9 declared - 

BETTING: 84 Bustee Star. 4-1 PerStand Squire. 1 1-2 Diamond Beach. 61 KUdrummy Castta. 161 
TbshflM Talk. 12-1 Pnddy Fair. 14-1 Strang John. TMamfcmv. Our Krti 
199C Kemo Sabo 4 to 5 D Parker 7-2 iC Parkeri S ran 

FORM GUIDE 

The runner 10 lake the eye at the weights is KUdrummy Castle though the cut n the 
ground may nol be Weal tar hen atter his «n on the tasl at Lhtoieier’tasi March The 
geUng had a wind op warier prior to that success so leering ground may never be his 
cup of tea ELUSIVE STAR rates a safer proposmon after sne surprised connections when 
winning at Wetherty last month- She was the stables second stunig and Thai winning lorm 
ha? been tranked by the placed horses CauSiw and 5 con on Green Diamond Beach 
had a rvi on the flat In October, but ihfi fou-ye-ar-oid has 10 concede 3lb 10 Elusive Siar 
Pendand Squire seems to prefer Iasi ground and was a tfcsappomimg favoume two oul- 
ngs ago when beaten by Charley Lambert Prlddy Fair, bealen a long way m LvHv Mon 
ey s Ainnee race last month is another who seems highly tried whie Strong John and 
Triennium are no better lhan platers Toshiba Talk is havr<g his first run ol ihe season 
has a chance or res form of Iasi term over longer trqos. Selection: ELUSIVE STAR 


3.30 


ST. MODWEN STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) £1 .500 added 2m Penalty Value £1,413 


1-1 


KH4GS MEASURE (23) (D) iJchn HWiscnl J JefterwM CO 
1 CHAFARR0 AMARGOSO (60J (D) (J A Berry] B 9son 4 11 >1 
1- QUEBISWAY(2Dl)PlGE Shouta) J RIzGaald 5 tin . 
n S!UJfMOflE(l6)P[iitaUifta«jPrAWBnh4ii9 

BRANCH END 1M3 J J Stnkan J Charter 5 n 4 
6 B«EFBUSPENCE(312) |A A K Urgerei R Fahey 4 tt 4 .. 

260 CARUNGFORD TYKE (23) i JostUgo Raong) T Carr 5 TI 4 
0 CHARUE COR (IS) lE F 3rwm/ j Dodds « n 4 

DOMNYBROOK (213) (H 5nwh Owl'll R Wnottitwe 4 n i 
GUS BERRY (£' M Forsten D M Forger 4 V 4 
JOE BUZZ iJop BusK'i F Mrphy 5 n 4 
MASTER WOOD iBn* Rctrerei) C 'Srerr 5 n 4 ... 

SAYONARA (33) <N Chamberiani N ChanOeriar 4 11 4 

SNUFF BOX (C J Cooksoi) E Uactaggan i n 4 

SUMTHYTC SPECIAL i J 14 Cnchtm) L Lirgo 5 11 4 

TEU ME ANOTHER (33) (John W»i J Were 5 11 4 
THE WARRIOR (221) iMs Susan Mocrel 'j M Moaefi Ti 4 . 
TRIP YOUR TRIGGER (640) (Panther Raonq Ltd) CGramfln 4 . 


004 


G 

K 

n 


2.25 


GOSFORTH PARK HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£4,850 added 3m Penalty Value £3,274 

1 52m- GREAT EASfflY(F4S) ICO) iDCBatevlW Storey 7 i T R McGrath (3) 

2 2C11- INN AT THE TOP (311) (Mrs Sy*va BaMevl J Tuner * n 4 R Supple 

3 2TK1- NIGELS LAD (F45) (C| IN C Dumeigicn) P Hasam ; n 4 M Fcette 

4 IE«5 HITTHE CANVAS (USA) (13) iJetenv Mtftafl Ms M Rwetey 61D6 PNrren 

5 ttSfiO ZAIIHARffiRflJSAIIIfiMCJlDXDr Baiey) W ?wei C O 0 CMcConraek(71 

G toli-13 TOUGH TEST (95) (D) (BF) |J D Goodfekwi Mrs. J lixdtdon T t> D B Storey 

7 35TZ5 DONT FORGET CURTtS (10) (D) Ms * M Larito.< MK k Larne 5 K O Utss S Lamb (71 

- 7 declared - 

Mjrwnum iv&gtr. 10a Tint ftantficap weights Zamhareei M i»ib fcwgh hr.- CM' Dorc Fw^er 
tofisrao 

BETTING: 168 Nlgefc Lad, 10630 Inn Al The Top. 5-1 HB The Canvas. 6-1 Zamnaieer. 7-1 Grrw* 

Easeby. 61 Tough Test. T2-i Donl Forget Curtis 

396 ^diwa 4 to 0 G -l^sha (?) £-5 bi itas U Raieieyi • ran 


. . E Calaghan 
.MHNaugh(on(5} 
.P Carberry 

. . I Janlno(7) 
.0 Thomas (7) 

F Leahy (3) 

N Smith 

Mr S Duradt (5) 
B C rattan (5) 
. . D Parker 
A Thornton 
. ...RGamtty 
. . ..TReed 

. . B Storey 

. . R Supple 
.. Slaytons) 
_. .N Hannity (J) 
J Crribghan 
.... G Lee (3) 
.PMvon 
C UcCormact (7) 
WDowbng (7) 
. . . WDwan 
.. S Mtaosa (7) 
0 Pears 


6 WHAT A TALE (301) (BF) [Jwreri PanrersttrO M Bevetoy5 n 4. 

WOODRELD RIDE (l*s M B Sddevi Lte U Revetar 4 it 4 . .. 

0- FLOSS THE BOSS (246) |l M Lyndi) Mrs J Bton-n 4 T£i 0 - 
” ISLAND PATH iJ Netom L Lunge. 4 to 0 . . 

Tj LOOKING GOOO if*s S L Bad) R VMXKuse 4 » O . . 

i4 PAPERBACK WRITER iii f V'.tBei G White 5 10 to 

35 P- SEE MORE CASTLES (241) ci A harken G A Harter 6 B t3 

-25 declared - 

BETTING: 118 Kings Measure, 10630 Oueenseay. 7-1 Woodfieid RUa, 61 SBymore. T6I Chap- 
arm Amargoso, 12-1 Joe Buzz, 14-1 What A tale. 20-1 Time Warrior, Trip Your Trigger Waster Wood 
Sumthyne Special. 25-1 others 

Yf% Mi uipak 4 n 4 P 62 lav iVrs M fieieieyi 3: ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Mary Reveley won this bunker last season with Mr Lurc-ak so her Kings Ride newcom- 
er WOODFIELD RIDE the rriounl of Peter Niveri is taken to surpree tire unbeaten quar- 
rel ot Kings Measure, Queensway, Chaparro Amargoso and Sfltymore Kings Measure 
r-toi 19 r.-aiisT Ayr tasi season and looked just as good witti a cheeky success arCartsle 
on res return E>ui rtie tMs penalty on sol let gtoiard sets h«n a sterner test Queensway 
looked sma-t when making a winning deour at Perth m May He could go very close to- 
■uv anc re?'> preferred 10 OiaparTb Amangosia and SJymore-PBter Manterths fly hav- 
ing a nan! rare when wrung at Ayr tasl tana The Phartiarrta newcomer Jo Buzz, trailed 
by Ferny MuThy couKJ prove best oi the others Selection: WOODFIELD RIDE 
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U^ttcVwrvnMiOkta 


LINGFIELD (AW) 


12.10 


HYPERION 


am Prophets 1.10 EHe Hope 1.45 Haipoon Louie 
2.15 Whte Plains £45 KaBmat 3^0 Sharp Imp 


GOING: StanCftUd. STALLS: 5f & tai - artate; rest - node 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Law best ST & fit 
• Eqiitrack BUrisca; left-hand, sharp undulating course. 


MEDWAY SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
(Div I) £2.875 added im 

1 300005 BAGSHOT(19)lCDI3LM*re690 SWMworth9fl 

2 9iMVt GLQSSgORq^P^ W rr»naeqiengdtj93NS«naaida5 

3 02003) MAG«SNE GAP (4) F3: H*nefl 4 B to Amanda Sanders r E 

4 -6IB46 NA HUfflffiACrtJ (109) jSUoore68 C P P lfcJiphyi3)6 

WjOComOf 4 

RF(rench(3) 1 
V State rye 
P RoberiB 0) 10 
D Bigge2 E 
J tats 3 


don. Victoria) adjoins course. ADMISSION: MembwsCt3.Fam- 
gy Enclosure CftCAFI PARK: Ctab £3: remranderfaw 
•LEADING TSArtraS G L Moore 7S854 fOW) M Johnsitm 56302 

(65M Lord HUflB«don^ 49-20 (202%). RtYSuBwo 47^41 (t3B^ 
• LEADING JOCKEYS: A Cfai* 61-505 fCJ*). 0 Hoffand 48-D7 
S WMWntfi 40-290 (138%), D Kgas3WB0 

tup (tun L^^ pzia. 
Lucy In^ The Sky pWOJ. Rocky Writora t«&^ HutefltaDWa (wshwO 
(149, SSflVWWBQti (32Q. 


HC03 FALCON RIDGE (35) J ns j 8 Ti 
OaW« PATRICK (£81 0 Burch«4 1 S 71 
000000 PRINCE C 0 NFEY (11) D Wnlte 3 6 Ti 

60 KfflitSAUy(tB)fl'Jcesi4e7 
fflxntto IADY80WEH fl9) (D) J Aaito 1 ' SB- 
0 SEA PENNANT (Ifl) Mrs H Walton Uti 
- 10 declared - 

BET71NG: 11-10 Bsgshal, 61 Glossatw, 61 Patrick, i6t Ns Htabeachu. 
IM Magadne Gap. 14-1 Fatatfi Ridge Keen SeOy. 33-t «h«s 


7 31260G UFT BOY (2S) [C) (D| C> L Meat 6 ^ S CandyMorrts2 

e iTtfOC WALK THE BEAT (111 (DIM Meade 78 > fl Bntdanfl (7| 1 

1 tCOCCi MYSTICAL |14| fDl lAs L itttotJS Sii S Vytiltwtelh 5 V 

to 4454.XI MANOLO (FR) (41) j 6ni y : ! 5 P Bradley f7) 12 

r, i«E500 SIR TASKER (75UCDlU-ijTd9£ : R Wawon (5) 4 

r; tWDBffiDREAMftap^MctlfS' AntaYlaSandasBE 

e coxa CHIU CONCERTO |11»F D Biggs 10 B 

u 030600 WHEK1D f 19) J Srzdoer j S F Norton 7 B 

- 14 declared - 

BETTING- 62 QUe Hope 5-1 Mikes Double lU Anokao.fr I Chaluz. 7-1 
Lift Boy, Cfrii Concerto. 61 Uanolo Walk The Be*. 161 Salty Behawaur. 
161 Johnny Staccato 161 Mystical. SM Sv Tasker. 33-1 ethers 


-I 2 dedar«f- 

Uinmum ivefcrij 7g 1®, Truehantfcepw&ghE. rJre* Chref 7si Stt). 6®C- 
<ave O fficer rs 3* 

BETTING: 5-2 White PUns, 7-2 Sta Danzig. 61 Ratsandar, 61 Eurobra 
Boy. 7-1 Sweet Supposoi, 61 Zorro. I6f Ubslle Toe, Tbmptrese, 12-f 
Great Chief. Sudan. 261 others 


2.45 


UCKRELD MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 added 3YO Im 

WJ CLONQE {14} R togram 9 0 -AOartiB 

nWJW UTTIE PROGRESS (197) T Jones 90 ' " 

FINAL GLORY Lota Huntrgoon 5 9 


1.45 


12.40 


11.40 


MARSH GREEN HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
(Div I) £4,025 added Im 2f 

Diet- AOAMTON ffle.CTMB J Ced 5 B O-taa \ 
400350 KAHEYSafoR{22) (D) R AnttS!rfl>9 O--- - ° ® 

wnv TISSUE OF UES (2^ (C) JAtafUSl49fl NTsttxttfi 

030083 ttABaCFWDtUSA)WW^»^ <ftB ^ [ ^” * 

D45 SANDY SADDLER (1®fl SW*39 6 Rftatsmi3 

0540S MAGYAR SEYPHESf fl 4) (CO) H Ccfcignd yS 9 6 

Ffencn Cfl * 

raEBt «TAAli'inAVtaitertae^MB94JtSHi™^a« 
flMfl BUAD0CEJ)lC)RR««r48O AOartli 

S WaCOME«G^WMF^«tey3aT2^Nortan2 

W033 WTLDMOOR(B) JoTnB8nY3S5_- — ; T W*®? J \ 

amsan oCELEMP) W LltoroaaHalO 7t)..PyOulnn(7) 9 B 

TSm I SS TOU SYDNEY (T7)M MgiaM 3 7 1) JUraelO 

-12 dodarsd- 

ISSwSSaKll IteasOf Usa. Wtateora, IM Bstm 
STlSSi Wlfi-1 NtateBe. Oeetara. S61 ISaetbc Sydney 


ANTELOPE HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4,025 added 5f 

426® HALF TONE (SB) |C0) RFtoi»59G 

00000 ? EASTSWPH0P l HETSfl7)WQL»B4 9trDBSnNUtaw4T6 

(nM63 ■rEAHWHTE(14)PlTMfc35to Lea Hackao (7)3 
053433 ANOTffit BATCHWORTH (56) (0) £ W*&& ‘ 9 ^ 

S Canon (7) 10 B 

600000 |IUASnfliaSLU3ntaguaHaI4 9 7 FL * ,n *? 

0W6O OAUVBnWE(5S)(D)3Ra»ng994 RFffench(3)9 
004321 MYASHA (30) (C) (D1 A ttantahasgten 7 g 

OfiOOOQ JUSTDBSn»iT(«2)ro)n'rf>»taM ; r5Sn NMlwBI 

way uiDNWHnaiESn«)D | ^ , w i ^fl J 
000300 LUCY IN THE Slff (14) 3 Meehar 3 7 to NCaristeiB 

-lOdectared- 

BETTING: m Etateffl PrapheB, 61 Beta Venture. 61 Half Tone, An- 
SefBmbwalh. VWTwrWWte. 7-t Mldright Tiros. 161 Myasha. J2-I 
utj»« 161 Just Disddent Lucy In The ay 

PTTnl CHRISTMAS BOX CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,300 added 6f 

1 IOSB SALTY ®fAVKXJR (39) (D) R Hanrsn 2 y i 
- 0060* AN0KATO (14) (Cl (SH H Nory 3 93 P BM Mfttljn ^B 

A fflJCOM J0WW SmCCATO Hi (D)f)C«SiAiai?eC flFtentfifflW 

4 !^3D HK£SDOLaE(><)Pl'3 a l' >flt «l ' 3e:3 A *S" P,3 1 ? 

5 340001 ELITE HOPE (ti) ( 0 ) NTirMer58 O 
g KXW4 CHALUZ (14)h Bur'S 361 • • 


MEDWAY SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
(Div II) £2,875 added Im 

, ares? HARPOON LOUIE <&j iDI a wn^ratevrer. Beil ? S S 

M ServTsncta 4 

’ 5011050 UOGIE PERT LAD (4) J fireljer -0^ F Norton 7 

3 ooflsoe ROCKY WATERS (WtlCtWLwe it: P McCabe (3)8 B 

z 0 THE MERRY MONK (J616|DM-rTi£.c. ? E NDay9 

5 flrtOCO MUMMN (39| 'A*- L atucos j 3 " S Wh«aorlh 2 B 
f ii4il* TALISMAN fill -I Orer 3 oil PDo#(7)3B 

7 050000 HADADABBLE fJISJ P? McneC a ? 7 M Ferson S V 

i StoaDn TIME OF NIGHT lUSAj (S3) jL£n?i?7 TWUansl 

t. toai* WSklH HEIGHTS tU| K i i ACtatifi 

- 9 doctored - 

BETTING iM Harpoon Louie. 10610 Mumhin. 61 Rocky Waters. 7-1 Taf- 
Kirun. 61 Mokin Hefahta. HadadahbM. 12-1 Time Of Night. 261 others 


B Parham 7 
R Ftrench(3)4 

=<■45 KALfMAT (G5) W Jarve 8 9. PDott»(7)5 

5 OWr 03 MISCONDUCT (22) G L Mane 39 . S Whitworth 3 

6 S3 RASPBERRY SAUCE (7) C Cyaa S 0 . - . A Morris 6 

7 5530 SIFWA (14) D OSran B 9 . .JIBaW(3)2 

8 0 TlElfflADa.FUEG0 (2fi) HCcAnutogeBS _M FSmmar 1 

-8 declared - 

BETTING: 6« KaltattL 61 DBseonGW, IM Fmal Glory, 61 Clonoe, 161 
Sffm. 261 Raspberry Sauce. 33-1 others 


3.20 


2.15 


Dean McKsown 11 
B Callaghan (7) fi 


MARSH GREEN HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
(Div ii) £4.025 added im 2f 

SEA DANDG (7< fCD) ti-t Candy Moms J 

WHTE PLAINS (7) (Ol » 5 J G Partin (31 8 

400300 BOWJED OVER (7) A Ffwnch (3| 12 

B0VO S0UEN (14) (CDl • u*. :• J- : Laa Hatien f J) 6 

cm» EUROEK»MY|M|A Jai.-c j 6c C Carver (7 ft 

i-36 «. SWEET SUPPOSIN (19) (CD) . tta .re- Hr l Oenon ? V 
63Wi WUSANC€R H9l ICDI J star- • - : P Doe (71 10 

■OuiX MISSILE TOE (7) C Mc-'R - b C NDa Y J 

OfeUi ZORRO (1041 iD) (BFl = *Vwf S i A CSark S 

Orufri j TEMPTRESS (7) (M L '■Wvs 4 1 4 OwnMcKeownS 
003004 GREAT CHIEF |IS) Fee. **** 

Ci-rjft-; EXECUTIVE OFFICER 190) c Fr-.t* 4 


F Norton II 
JLoaei 


LADBROKE ALL-WEATHER TROPHY 
HANDICAP (QUALIFIER) (CLASS D) 
£5,ooo added 7f 

1 02551 APOUO RH) (4) (CD) G L L4xtp 8 C 6 6©) Candy Morris 9 

v 20GB VtCTOHY TEAM (31) (C)(D)'i Baking 59 BRFfrendiCT 13 

3 OOCfiX- ERTL0N (85) (CDl (BF) C Breoir 79 0 WJO - Ctmnaf2 

4 305562 MAGIC WLL (28) (0) J L Eyre 4 9 B ...BUpptol 

5 SMO COSSACK COUNT (45) S Don 4 97 . .. PDos(7)11 

f 004403 SCISSOR RtDffi p) (CD) J Brdger 5 B 4 FNonon5 
7 60000 DOVEflRACEpajTD Barren 4 91. Kknbertay Hail (5) 3 

9 UCW5C LANCASHIRE LEGEND (4) (CDl S D 01 * 4 fl 13 

Dean McKaown 4 

V OWtto-j Gl LA HIGH (BJ (CI M Meade 4 8 C R attend [7)8 

to 3-0C6S SAITf JACK (14) V Scane s8 G RPBrtiamlO 

if 060000 U CHI SAGA (IS) (C) (D) GLMxroSB C .S Wtleorih 12 
U £2i» SHARP IMP (64) (C) (D) R rfcea 7 88 .. AOark7B 
:? 40600 SUEVENAMON (B) R Sotpssi J 7 to NCariSfeBB 

-13 dseterad- 

Itknmvm mj^nt 1 Off. W na*fcap wMg* Stfvenamen Hi l». 

BETTING. 4-1 Sdraer Rkfgn. 62 Victory Team. 61 Erttan. 61 Ibgls MB, 
7.1 Apollo Red. 61 Salty Jack. 10-1 Dovebtace. Gi La High, 12>1 Laiv 
cssture Legend, t-s-i Cossack Count Sharp Imp, 261 others 


SNOOKER 

McKenzie 
dismissal 
starts revolt 

The sacking of Jim McKenzie, 
the chief executive, yesterday af- 
ter only five months in the post 
has left the sport in danger of 
breaking aparu 

McKenzie was appointed by 
the World Professional Bil- 
liards and Snooker Associa- 
tion last July but his job has 
been in jeopardy since he fell 
out with the association's 64- 
year-old chairman, Rex 
Williams. 

Now the leading manager 
Ian Doyle will call for a special 
general meeting to tiy to over- 
throw Williams. It was Doyle 
who led the last rebellion ear- 
ly this year to help Williams suc- 
ceed the former chairman 
Geoff Foulds. 

Doyle said: “War has been 
declared. It's a disgraceful sit- 

■ uation- There are a number of 
: people who have not stood up 
‘ to be counted." 

Dovle then confirmed his de- 
' termination to bring down 
Williams and two of the chair- 
: man’s supporters. Bob Close 

■ and Jim Meadowcroft, who 
were elected following the pre- 

‘ vious coup. 

Doyle said: “Jim is ab- 
: solutely astonished by what’s 
: happened, especially as he 
' didn't have a hearing.” 

Discussing bis dismissal, 

: McKenzie said : “At no time 
have I been given an opportu- 
: nity 10 respond to any criticism 
. the board may have of my per- 
formance. Nor am I aware of 
; any." 

• ICE HOCKEY 

Panthers hit 
by Bishop 
injury scare 

' Nottingham Panthers are await- 
ing a specialist’s report on the 

• back injury sustained by Mike 

■ Bishop during Saturday's Super- 
! league victory at home to Bas- 
' ingstoke Bison. 

The 33-year-old defender 
collapsed four minutes into the 
3-2 victory with back spasms. 
X-rays showed no break, but a 
spinal expert is to examine Bish- 
op, whit has been allowed out of 
hospital but is still in pain. 

Inspired nelminding by the 
former Sheffield Steeler, Wayne 
Cowley, almost denied his former 
team a crucial Superleague win, 
but the Steele re hit back from 
2-0 down to beat Cowley’s New- 
castle Cobras 3-2 in overtime. 

In The Express Cup. an eight- 
team competition for Super- 
league sides, Ayr Scottish Eagles 
maintained their 100 per cent 
record with a fifth consecutive 
win, 5-3 over Basingstoke Bison. 

Manchester Storm led Not- 
tingham Panthers 3-1 after the 
first 20 minutes, but Lhe Super- 
league leaders came back to 
win 6-5, Kraig Neinhaus scaling 
his hat-uick with the winner, 36 
seconds into sudden death. 

HOCKEY 

Knapp happy 
with Cannock 

' Exactly what we wanted," Old 
Cranleighans' player-coach, 
David Knapp, said on learning 
of their home quarter-final lie 
in the English Hockey Associ- 
ation Cup against the Premier 
League leaders. Cannock. 

"We will leant more by play- 
ing Cannock than anyone else,” 
he said. "Gearly, we are very 
much the underdogs but it will 
be the biggest day in the club’s 
■ history. They play Southgate the 
previous day, so who knows?” 

With Sunday's win against 
Spalding extending OCs record 
to 19 wins in as many games this 
season. Knapp has reason to be 
confident. 

The draw also features two 
ali-Premiership contests, Can- 
terbury visit Birmingham to 
take on Barford Tigers and Bee- 
ston, who produced a surprise 
defeat of Southgate on Sunday, 
travel 10 Doncaster. 

The second non-National 
League side in the last eight, 
Chichester, have a home draw 
against SlourporL the only team 
left in the competition to have 
contested a Cup final wheo 
they were bealen 3-0 by Havant 
at Luton in 1990. 

EHA CUP Quflrtsr-Onals: Ota Crartaghans 
v Cannock; Barfarfl Tigers v Cantertxay: 
Doncaster ir Beeston; Chchesrer vStburport 
Ties fa be played Sunday 25 January. 

-BHICoMB 
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Did some bright spark say: ‘Here is a chance to make lots of money ? 


Many years ago I wrote a column 
saying that rugby had failed to 
catch up with the invention of the 
jet engine. My point was that, as 
aeroplanes now existed which could 
rapidly traverse long distances, 
lengthy tours were no longer nec- 
essary. A team from the Southern 
Hemisphere could come to these is- 
lands for one or [wo matches, and 
vice versa. 

A former lion commented to me 
that, while there was a good deal of 
sense in what 1 had written. 1 
seemed to have taken no account of 
the strains that would be imposed 
on the players. I replied that a tour 
of two or three weeks would sure- 
ly cause less stress Lhan one lasting 
several months. He was not so 
sure. 

The visits of New Zealand, South 
Africa and Australia have un- 


doubtedly brought about some 
tiredness in the players. Unfortu- 
nately, the tiredness has been in the 
players from the host countries. The 
visitors are, I will not say as fresh 
as daisies, but certainly with a good 
few matches in them yet. 

No team is in greater need of re- 
uperation and rest than England. 
And no wonder. I do not think New 
Zealand have ever taken on, on four 
successive Saturdays, Australia, 
South Africa, France and then 
South Africa again. No doubt the 
present New Zealand side could 
cope with such a schedule more eas- 
ily and successfully than England 
have done. But they would be show- 
ing some wear and tear at the end 
of it. 

What 1 should like to know is this. 
Did some bright spark at the Rug- 
by Football Union say: "Here is an 


opportunity for us to make lots and 
lots of lovely money.”? Or did he 
say. “Here is an opportunily to pitch 
our national side against the very 
best opponents in the world, a se- 
ries of confrontations from which we 
can only benefit.”? 

If it was the latter, it was a mis- 
calculation. In teaching - not nec- 
essarily rugby, but teaching 
generally - there are two ap- 
proaches. One is to congratulate the 
pupil but to point out that there are 
one or two matters which need to 
be put right. The other is to exco- 
riate him (or her) for slipshod work 
which has to be corrected. The first 
approach is much the better because 
it builds up the pupil’s confidence. 

The visits of the teams from the 
Southern Hemisphere have broken 
down confidence. The effects of the 
Lions’ summer tour have been dis- 


ALAN WATKINS 



ON RUGBY 


sipated. What are now called the 
Celtic nations will. I think, pick up 
their spirits more easily. On Satur- 
day's evidence. Wiles now have the 
basis of a formidable side. If Neii 
Jenkins returns to full-back. Arwel 
Thomas comes in at outside-half. 


Jeuan Evans is fit. Craig and Scott 
Quinnell arc brought in. and a top- 
class loose head prop is acquired 
from somewhere, my native land 
may yet surprise everybody. 

That will be in the Five Nations 
Championship, shortly to be ex- 
panded and quite right too. There 
is no reason why England should not 
win some matches in that competi- 
tion as welL But whereas Wales have 
come to terms with their status as 
a second-class rugby nation. E nglan d 
had, until the events of the last few 
weeks, seen themselves as a major 
power with a guaranteed seat at the 
top table. 

Several factors played a part in 
this self-estimate, There were four 
Five Nations' championships (in- 
cluding three grand slams), in the 
1990s. There was the new Twick- 
enham. "Swing low. sweet chariot." 


sEBsagg* 

as the Welsh variety used tofrem 

^Tyet - *ere is ^ cun- 
thlnE - a team containing several 
Sshplaveis defeat 

SS^onsonlvafewmonW 
It wa& admittedly. a joint enterprise 

home countries. Nevertheless. Eng- 
lish players made a significance 00 
tribution to the Lions success. 

But - here is an even more cu- 
rious thine - Clive Woodward^the 
England coach, chose not to build 
his team around the Lions contm- 
gent he had available to hum but to 
eo off on frolics of his own. He is 
now blaming the selections policies 
of the English Premier Division 
dubs, which deprive him of choice, 
particular at outside-half, by 


signing upforeignTOoftHwsort^ 

another., - 

There -was if tv 

fes^nalism.- 

ly succeeded incoafijfog'j^ 



divisional sides. There is now a dear 
conflict of interest between, thenar 

lionai side and the efaabs, ami nb: 
amount of 

will is going to reojtafc it - . - . - l 
But Wales had faiir finish dyfr 
players at Wembky, mustbe 
a record, and they may have more 
in the future.- ftofess^wtsfetn las ! 
changed everything. If Woodward 
and the RFU act m restahir rfasn- 
petition and firee^ movement of 
labour, they may have-flg^Ehropean 
Court breathing doro &eir'necks 
in addition to i 
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Everton deny 
Hinchcliffe is 
up for sale 


Howard Kendall, the Everton 
manager, yesterday denied that 
he is prepared to sell the Eng- 
land left-back, Andy Hincfa- 
cliffe, in order to finance new 
signings. 

The 28-ycar-old Hinchcliffe, 
who recently signed a new five- 
year contract, was left out for 
the home defeat against Tot- 
tenham at the weekend, which 
left the Goodison dub rooted 
to the bottom of the Premier- 
ship table. 

*Tf you have heard that as a 
rumour, then I can assure you 
it is just that, a rumour,” 
Kendall said. “I left Andy out 
because l felt it was the best 
thing to do at the time. I want- 
ed to bring our new defender 
Carl Tiler into the side. I 
haven't felt the need to talk to 
Andy about it No doubt some- 
time this week he will ask for an 
explanation and I will tell him.” 

Should Hinchcliffe leave, 
he would command a fee in the 
region of JE3m. with West Ham 
among interested buyers. 

The deal which would have 
taken the Coventry City de- 
fender David Burrows to 
Sheffield Wednesday, with 
Mark Pembridge plus cash 
moving in the opposite direc- 
tion, is off - midfielder Pem- 
bridge having decided to stay at 
Hillsborough. 

Gary McAllister will know 
today the severity of the knee 
injury he suffered during 
Coventry's 2-0 defeat against 


Leicester on Saturday. Hie 33- 
year-otd playmaker, a key fig- 
ure for Scotland in the World 
Cup finals, will be given the re- 
sults of a scan taken at a Birm- 
ingham hospital. 

Sheffield United have signed 
the 33-year-oid Dean Saunders 
for £400,000 from First Division 
promotion rivals Nottingham 
Forest. The striker - now at his 
10th club - is the third new face 
to arrive at Bramall Lane in the 
last week. 

Old Trafford is in line to bust 
a European final for the first 
time. The 55,000-capacity home 
of Manchester United is one of 
five grounds being considered 
by Uefa for the next May’s fi- 
nal of the Champions’ League 
or the European Cup-Winners’ 
Cup. However, United would 
not be allowed to stage the Eu- 
ropean Cup Final on their own 
turf should they gel that far. 

The striker Ian Blackstone 
has been given a six-month sus- 
pension by the Football Asso- 
ciation for a challenge which 
sparked a mass brawl in a non- 
League game. 

Blackstone, die former York 
and Scarborough forward, has 
been fined £100 and will be sus- 
pended from the 15th of this 
month to 15 June because of the 
serious nature of the offence 
which occurred when he was 
playing for Harrogate Town in 
a Uaibond League First D (vi- 
sion game against Workington 
in October. 



Nicky Law at Ilkeston Town's New Manor Ground - which was built on an old council rubbish tip. ‘Believe me, tills is the hard way. People in the pro game don’t realise how hard 
some of these tittle teams graft* the 36-year-old said about life In the Dr Martens League Midland Division. Photograph: Peter Jay 

Law discovers the less glamorous side of the Cup ounder 


‘Small-minded’ referees may 
drive Ravanelli out of France 


Fabrizio Ravanelli has threat- 
ened to walk out of French foot- 
ball if referees do not stop 
discriminating against him. 

Tf they want to drive me out 
of France, they're going about 
it the right way,” the former 
Middlesbrough striker said af- 
ter being refused a penalty in 
Marseilles' 1-0 defeat to Nantes 
on Saturday. “It can't go on like 
this. It’s so small-minded.” 

The £5m French record sign- 
ing was accused in the media of 
diving to win a penalty when 
Marseilles beat Paris St-Ger- 
main three weeks ago. “Ever 
since, referees have given every 
decision against me,” he said. 

The Italian international 


received support from his club 
captain, Laurent Blanc, who 
said. “It's blatant, referees are 
singling him out” 

Ravanelli s compatriot, Mar- 
co Simone, who plays for Paris 
St-Gerroain, told him to grow 
up, however. “This sort of thing 
happens in football. It’s swings 
and roundabouts,” he said. 

His coach at Marseilles, Hol- 
land Couibis, wondered wheth- 
er they could afford to put 
Ravanelli on the bench. “He’s 
the dub's biggest investment, 
but the way things are going we 
can't use him," he said. “If that 
continues, we have got to look 
at the commercial implications 
of keeping him.” 


ff Ilkeston Town beat 
Scunthorpe United in 
Saturday’s FA Cup 
second-round tie, their 
captain will be desperate 
for a third-round trip to 
one of his many former 
dubs. Phil Show meets an 
Highbury old boy with 
something to prove. 


The road that led Nicky Law 
from the marble halls of High- 
bwy to the home Ilkeston Town 
built on an old council rubbish 
dump was full of twists and 
turns. But nothing prepared him 
for his firet experience of the FA 
Cup as a non-Lcague player. 

Flashback to August The car 
taking Ilkeston's Malt Carmi- 
chael to the preliminary round 
tie at Baxton broke dowa so a 
YTS boy of 17 deputised. The 
striker finally arrived at half- 
time, went on and scored the 
only goal. As Law reflected, with 
a smile and a shake of the 
shaven head, it would never 
have happened at ihe Arsenal. 

Ilkeston, whom the 36-year- 
old Londoner captains, as he did 
the Gunners' youth team 20 
years and as many hairstyles 
ago, have now battled through 
six rounds. A Premiership side 
would have the Cup and a 


place in Europe to show for 
such a sequence. The Dt Mar- 
tens League Midland Division 
club's reward is a second-round 
trip to Scunthorpe on Saturday. 

For the majority of the main- 
ly youthful squad assembled by 
Ilkeston's manager, Keith 
Alexander, pitting themselves 
against an above-average Third 
Division outfit may be as good 
as it gets. Law has known bigger 
occasions in a career spanning 
nearly 550 League appearances, 
yet looks upon the game at 
Glanford Park as possibly his last 
chance to seize the spotlight. 

Until now it has played hard 
to get. As an England school- 
boy international snapped up by 
Arsenal at 14. he served his ap- 
prenticeship before graduating 
to the professional ranks and be- 
coming a regular in the reserves 
alongside Paul Davis, Chris 
Whyte. Paul Vaessen and 
Raphael Meade. 

In 1979. a fortnight before 
Arsenal contested the FA Cup 
final with Manchester United, 
Law was substitute for the first 
team at Aston Villa. The 17- 
year-old defender was not sum- 
moned from the bench to join 
Pat Jennings, Liam Brady, 
Frank Stapleton and Graham 
Rix and never came as close 
again to top-flight football. 

“The manager, Terry NeilL 
said he wanted to put me on, but 


we were getting stuffed 5-1 and 
Villa were taking us apart. It 
wasn’t the ideal time to send a 
young kid on." 

Fast forward to last autumn. 
Law had no sooner left Chester- 
field, tbe eighth of his 10 dubs, 
lhan they embarked on a run 
which took them to within a 
whisker of Wembley. Instead of 
helping them in the two semi- 
finals against Middlesbrough, he 
had to support them from the 
stands. 

His biggest regret, however, 
is not making more of his time 
at Arsenal. “I was mv own worst 


eoemy.” he said, “The oppor- 
tunity was there and I wasted it, 
I was earning good money - £150 
a week was a lot IS, 19 years ago 
-but I probably didn’t train hard 
enough and knuckle down to ft. 

“When my contract was up, 
they called me in. I could tell 
what was coming the moment 
I walked in to see Teny NeilL 
I suddenly realised 1 hadn’t 
done enough. It was a sad day 
but Don Howe took me to one 
side and said: 'You've got some- 
thing - stick at it’.” 

Howe recommended him 
to Norman Hunter at Barnsley. 



Nicky Law (top row, second from right) with Arsenal 
youth players 20 years ago. His team-mates included 
Paul Davis (bottom row, second from right), Paul 
Vaessen (top row, second from left) and Rhys Wilmot 
(top row, third from left). 


where his time included a quar- 
ter-final tussle with Liverpool. 
Typically, he missed out through 
injury. Then came Blackpool 
Plymouth, Notts County, Scar- 
borough. Rotherham and 
Chesterfield. “What’s kept me 
going," he said, “is the feeling 
that I let a golden chance slip 
by at one of the world’s great- 
est dubs.” 

Last stop on his full-time dr- 
cuit was Hereford, in what 
proved to be their final League 
campaign and “an absolute 
nightmare” for Law. “My man- 
ager at Chesterfield, John Dun- 
can, said he couldn't guarantee 
me a regular place. I left a bit 
hastily and signed for Hereford 
on the understanding that I'd 
come in three days a week. 

“When things started to go 
wrong it became six days a week. 
If we lost on Saturday we had to 
go in on Sunday. I was driving 
three hours each way from my 
home in Nottingham to do an 
hour and a half ’s tr aining " 

Alexander lured him back to 
Derbyshire midway through 
the season. Law has found as- 
pects of the part-timer’s life a 
culture shock - like the three- 
inch nail he trod on in the show- 
er recently - but after what the 
manager describes as “a sticky 
start" this season his experience 
has been crucial in Ilkeston's 
promotion push. 


Although Law thought he 
knew all about tire lore of the 
Cup, their run has been an eye- 
opener. “When we went to^ 
Buxton with a few bundredt* 
people watching I remember 
thinking: 'This is the FA Cup?’ 
Then we drew Rossendale, who 
I'd never heard of. And you're ■ 
wondering: ‘How many more*?” : 

KTM Newcastle, another . 
name to test his credulity, came 
next. Followed by Hyde, Char- 
ley and Boston United. “Believe 
me, this is the hard way; Peo- 
ple in the pro game don't realise 
how hard some of these little 
teams graft.” 

Although Ilkeston wiQ be the 
little team at Scunthorpe, they 
are heartened by scouting re- 
ports which suggest that their 
hosts allow opponents to play. - 
Law, who also runs the club'*" 
Football in the Community 
scheme and coaches at Notts 
County’s centre of excellence, 
acknowledges the size of the 
task but makes no secret of his 
third-round wish list. 

“Arsenal away would be fan- 
tastic, of course. I’d love to go 
back. So many memories. Ot 
M anchester United. After 10 

goals Td come off and say I was 

injured! But seriously, though 
we couldn't pretend to five with 
sides like that, it would be a 
great day. It’s the perfect in- 
centive for Saturday." 
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Illustrating accounts of sex, lives and visual hype from Bradford to Australia 


Not a vintage year as far as the quan- 
tity of rugby league books goes. 1997 
has made up for it with quality and 
contrasL 

Take two offerings from opposite 
ends of last season's Super League 
experience, for example. Running 
With The Bulls by Graham Clay 
(League Publications, £9,991 is a 
rapidly produced account of Brad- 
ford’s title-winning season, but very 
nicely put together by a workaholic 
who took most of the "00 photos as 
well as writing the text. 

Nat every season at any old 
dub would justify this sort of ob- 
sessive, blow-by-blow account but 
1997 at Odsal most certainly does, 
Bradford's legion of fans will 
pounce on it for Christmas, but 
those with a more general interest 


in the game will enjoy it for the light 
it throws on what it takes to produce 
the success that (he Bulls wallowed 
in this year. 

The timing of Oldham RLFC: 
Tbe Complete History 1876-1997 tty 
Michael Turner (self-published, £19) 
could hardly be more poignant. 

Although the project had been 
simmering for years, it came to the 
boil just as the club was going to the 
wall a few weeks ago. The complete 
history was in danger of becoming 
more literally complete than Turn- 
er or any of the other devotees of 
one of the game’s original clubs 
, wanted to contemplate. 

In the event, the launch of a new 
Oldham club is recognised by a last- 
minute insert slipped into the book. 
The game lives to fight another day 


in Lhe town and the book is an elo- 
quent illustration of why it matters. 

If ever a dub had a monument 
to the richness of its history, then 
this book is iL It is the first English 
dub history of its quality and the first 
to compare with the best of the Aus- 
tralian equivalents. 

Having said that, it might be a 
few years before the game in Britain 
welds a biography as revealing as lan 
Roberts: Finding Oat by Paul Free- 
man (Random House, $29.95 in 
Australia, awaiting publication here). 

Roberts, tbe funner Manly 
(that’s the club, for heavens sake) 
and Australia prop, has an aston- 
ishing story to tell. It's the story of 
how he concealed something he bad 
known from the start of his rugby 
career - namely that he was. as he 


puts it, just about as queer as it was 
possible to be -and how he has, over 
tbe last year or so. come out as the 
game's first openly gay player. 

Everyone already knew Roberts 




BOOKS FOR 
CHRISTMAS 


was a singularly tough player. The 
mental toughness it has taken to 
stand up to the abuse that has come 
his way since he went on the record 
about his sexuality is something 
else again. Bui, as he says: “What can 
(hey tell me that I don't know." 

Using a writer from the Sydney 


gay scene gives the book a depth of 
insight into Roberts’ “other” life, away 
from the rugby field, that could not 
have been achieved in any other way. 

You get an occasional feeling of 
being harangued about the unfair- 
ness of the world to gays, but that 
is a small price to pay for such an 
extraordinary life story. Il is not nec- 
essary to fancy lan Roberts to find 
it compelling reading. 

Offiah: My Autobiography by 
Martin Offiah with David Lawren- 
son (Collins Willow, £15.99) might 
seem straightforward stuff by com- 
parison, although set alongside the 
1993 offering from the same team 
it is positively soul-baring. 

Offiah has always been one of the 

harder men in the game uj get to 
know, but he opens up considerably 


in this book, even to the extent of de- 
bunking rumours that he too is gay. 
The most interesting episode of 

his story is the new material about 
his return to rugby union with Bed- 
ford and his discovery that the 
grass was not really greener. 

Aiko - My Game by Ken Arthur- 
son f Ironbaii t, 15.95 from Open Rug- 
by) is an important document in the 
recent history of the game, especially 
for the veteran Australian adminis- 
trator' s account of the Super League 
war. It will come as no surprise to 
anyone who has followed the saga 
that his British counterpart, Maurice 
Lindsay, does not get a great press. 

Sex rears its head again. I’m 
afraid, in Inside Out- Rugby League 
Under Scrutiny by Roy Masters 
(Inonbark. £13.95 from Open Rugby). 


It's the usual Masters mixture of 
pretentious gobbledegook and daz- 
zling insight. It’s worth wading 
through a lot of dross to find out that 
the first job that the architect of Su- 
per League. John Ribot had when 
he came lo play In Sydney was re- 
possessing televisions. Better still is 
an anecdote about the Test scrum- 
half, Ricky Stuart, who awoke after 
a big night out with his team-mates 
staring at a ceiling that he knew was 
not his. 

Beside him, to his horror, was his 
coach ’s wife. There’s a promising ca- 
reer over, thinks Stuart, until he 
turns the other way and finds, to his 
enormous relief, his coach. 

If ever a night deserved a book 
of its own, that must be it. 

-DaveHadfMd 
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Australia 
leave out 
Healy 



t don't realise how har 

Pr.c: :?r 2 ;r; Peter t 


Australia 400 and 
^3&-2 dec? New Zealand 
251-6 dec and 223-9 
Match drawn 


las Healy, the world record- 
holder for dismissals by a 
wicket-keeper in one-day in- 
ternationals, was surprisingly 
dropped yesterday from the 
Australian one-day side. 

Opting for an injection of 
youth and a more specialised 
limited -over team, the selectors 
dropped five of the current 
Test 12 including captain Mark 
Thylor, as expected. 

“What they’re saying is 
‘We're making a real genuine 
fc. There’s going to be two 
rent teams from now on’." 
Tkylor said. “This year is going 
to.be a real test year as to bow 
well it’s going to go. It's a case 
of sock it and see," he said. 

The selectors had signalled 
the change in strategy earlier 
this year after a series of poor 
c*ne-day performances at home 
and abroad, despite Australia's 
status as unofficial world Test 
champions. 

Healy, a veteran of 168 one- 
day matches and 97 Tests, said 
he was disappointed and re- 
mained available for his coun- 
try as both a one-day and Tbst 
player. 

He was replaced by Western 
wicket-keeper Adam 
GHchrist, who made an ac- 
complished debut in .South 
Africa earlier this year. 

. With 235 dismissals in one- 
day internationals, including 
194. catches and 39 stampings, 
Healy is widely regarded as the 
best current Test wicketkeeper. 

New Zealand tail-end bats- 
men SrmodDoullandSbayne 
O’Connor defied all that Aus- 


tralian maestro Shane Whrne 
could hurl at them to ensure a 
draw in the third Test yesterday 
in Hobart. 

The two fast bowlers en- 
dured the longest 38 minutes of 
their cricketing lives as they put 
together an unbroken stand of 
38 minutes for the last wicket, 
surviving 10.4 overs of Wame’s 
vicious leg-spinners and in- 
creasingly hostile bowling from 
Paul Reiffel. 

New Zealand were 223 for 
9 at close on the fifth day as they 
denied what had seemed certain 
to be a third Australian victory 
in the series. 

Australian captain Mark 
Taylor had earlier declared at 
138 for 2 to set New Zealand 
the target of 288 runs from a 
minimum 60 overs for an un- 
likely victory. 

(fi nal d ay; Australian won loss) 

AUSTRALIA -Rrst Innings 400 (MTEiott 
1*4. G S Btewett 9S M E V&igh 81 ) 

NEW ZEALAND -RnatnrtnB* 261 tor 6 dec 
(M j Homo tJ3}. 

AUSTRALIA - Second Inrdnga 
[Ovemtaht M far 0) 

*M Tayter not out ...66 

M Waugh few b OConnor 9 

G Om«t b Vettori . ..56 

S Waugh not out 2 

Extra* (bA bt) 5 

Total (tor 2 dec) 138 

Fall of wfdratK 1-H 2 -«£ 

Bttrtng: Sknon DcnJ B-1-28-Q Siayne OCorv 
nor 9-1-32-t QanM tfetton 14-1-48-1 Natan 
Asitfi 7-0-2S-0 

NEW ZEALAND - Second Innings 

U Homs tow b Reiffel 31 

N Astto c PoraktQ b ReiHei .40 

C Calms a Healy b Warns « 

*S Fleming 9 Healy b Wbme — 0 

CMcMbmc Taylor bWvna _ 41 

B Vbuig c Pontrig b Wame W 

tA Parore c EAcxt b Warns 41 

R timee rui out 29 

D Uatori c ffaofy b S Wtafri 3 

SDtxJnotout 1 

S OComor not out 0 

Extras (b2, b7) 9 

Ibtsi Kor9) 223 

Ml of wlcfceia: 1-72, 2-63, 3-93, 4-95 5-07. 


6-B2. 7-2*a 8-221 9-222. 

□ow in g: Ka a prowtaz 3-0-33d: Reflet *4-2-47- 
2 Wfcma 2&&8S-5; M Waugh 8-1-180: Cook 
4-0-17-0; S Wbugti 6-4-10-1 
Man-oHtm mntrh: Greg Blewett (Ai^trafa) 
Umpires: Steve Dam (Aiatrata) and ffaaaal 
Ttftfa (Zimbabwe) TV umpire: Steve Randeft 
rrie Smith ( 


: Csrnmto Smith (Was* todw) 
First test In Brisbane: Austraka won by 186 
ruts Second test In PcftteAuatmls won by 
an Innings end 70 nm (AustraSa mvi thoso- 
rte*2-oF 

AUSTRALIA ONE-DAY SQUAD (for TH So- 
rias v South Africa and Naw Zealand): *S 
Htough. S.WkniA M Bevan. A Bichat G 
Btowett A Dafa M Dl Vbnukx tA Qfcratot l Har- 
vby, GUteOMi N ‘Ranting "P* RBiffet M 
WfejQh. 



Australia’s Shane Wame appeals as Steve Waugh (left) removes the bails to run out Roger Twose in Hobart yesterday 

Inzamam and Aamir pile on the pressure 


Photograph: Reuters 


West Indies 303 
Pakistan 403 for 3 


Dazzling centuries by Aamir So- 
hail and Inzamam-ul-Haq gave 
Pakistan an edge against way- 
ward West Indies on a record- 
breaking third day of the second 
Test at Rawalpindi yesterday. 

Resuming at the overnight 
total of 122 for 2. Aamir and In- 
zamam combined in a record 
323-run third-wicket partner- 
ship against the West Indies as 


Pakistan finished the day at 403 
for 3. losing only one wicket. 

Slumps were drawn 12.3 
overs carlv because of fading 
light. It gives Pakistan a useful 
lead of 1(10 runs over the West 
Indies' first innings score of 303. 

Inzamam was undefeated 
with a marvelous 169 off 299 
balls, hitting 19 fours and a six 
each off Courtney Walsh and 
Franklyn Rose. Mohammed 
YVasim was unbeaten on three. 

Aamir and Inzamam's en- 
terprising stand of 323 off 372 


minutes bettered the previous 
best of a 303-run third-wicket 
stand against West Indies, made 
hv England's Michael Atherton 
and Rubin Smith. 

After a delayed start of 30 
minutes because of an outfield 
damp with a heavy overnight 
dew. Aamir and Inzamam frus- 
trated the West Indies four-man 
pace attack for more than two 
sessions. Courtney Walsh 
brought the long-awaited 
breakthrough sh< *rily after tea. 
when Aamir was spectacularly 


caught by a substitute. Phil 
Simmons, running back from 
gully position and holding a two- 
handed diving catch. 

Aamir, dropped on 38 by 
Brian Lara, reached the three- 
figure mark when he lifted Carl 
Hooper over mid-off for his 
14lb boundary just before lunch 
for his third Test hundred. 

Inzamam. who until yester- 
day had not scored a century at 
home despite achieving the 
three-figure mark five times 
abroad, finally got his fully de- 


served century when he steered 
Ian Bishop for a single to Lhird 
man. 

Third day: Pakistan won loss 
WEST INDIES - First innings 303 iSCnan- 
dcrpaul 95 l S L Campbel 79; Aztar Mahmood 
4-53) 

PAKISTAN - Firs Innings 
(Overrrght 122 far 21 

Aamir SohaBc sub bWtsbh.. 160 

(nzamam-U-Haq rxx out 169 

Mohammed MUm not out 3 

Extras (be b7 nCCM w6) 45 

TbW (tor3) 403 

Fan (con!): 3-387. 

Tb bet IMoh Khan -Warn Akram After Mah- 
mood. Waqar Ytxxta Mushtaq Aimed, Shoafc 
AMctai 

BowQng (lodatoV Wttsh inbnj: Am- 

brose 19-2-63-1 Itattl: Bishop 19-1 
Rose 222-2-75-1 inbl); Hooper 17-1-71-0 
Umpires: D Shepherd (Eng) and Jewd Akttar 
(ft*) 


: O LYMPIC GAM ES 

Nagano backs 
down over 
skiing course 

li may well have been the hard- 
est fought 85 metres in Lhe his- 
tory of the Olympics. After a 
five-year battle over where to 
start the men's downhill, or- 
ganisers of the Nagano Winter 
Olympics, which start on 7 Feb- 
ruary next year, announced yes- 
terday that they are finally 
ready to back down. 

Under a new plan an- 
nounced after a meeting of the 
: Games' top executives, the 
starting point of the downhill 
course on Mount Karamatsu. a 
rugged peak in the central 
Japan Alps, will be raised to an 
altitude of 1.765m (5.791 feel). 

“I think we have not just a 
; good course, but a very good 
■ course." Yoshiaki Tsutsumi. a 
member of the organising com- 
mittee's executive panel said. 

Getting up the hill was not 
easy, however. Organizers had 
: originally set the start at an al- 
titude of l,6S0m. That would 
have made for the shortest 
downhill in Olympic history, a 
prospect that did not sit well 
with the siding authorities, who 
wanted the start at l,80Qm. 

Nagano organisers, howev- 
er. said they could not change 
the course because they did not 
want to infringe on land pro- 
tected under national park zon- 
ing laws. 

That position won some sup- 
port from local environmental 
groups, but the organising com- 
mittee's refusal to consider sev- 
eral compromise proposals 
offered by the skiing federation 
did not go down well with the 
general public. The skiing fed- 
eration also pointed out lhaL 
hundreds of thousands of recre- 
ational skiers use the same 
area each winter. 

As mudslinging on both 
sides intensified, organisers de- 
cided last month they had no 
choice but to give in. “This ls a 
sports event, so we must lake 
the opinion of sports expeas 
into account," Makoto 
Kobayashi, secretary-general 
of the organising committee said 
yesterday. 
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All-rounder set to handle a family affair 
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'' JoiuiIeCocks wins his 
rugby Blue in the Varsity 
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SPORTING DIGEST 


riling skills and ability at the line- 
out Cocks brings a remarkable 
CV to Twickenham. The 26- 
year-old Epping born Cocks, 
who was educated in Australia, 
is a hell of a sporting all- 
rounder. He is already a boxing 
Blue, a rugby league half Blue 
and is also looking to add a bas- 
ketball Blue to his collection. 

But incredibly the engaging 
Cocks, the fourth generation of 
male members of his family to 
have gone up to Cambridge and 
the second Rugby Blue after 
grandfather Frank ( 1935) will be 
winning his first Rugby Blue de- 
spite having played for the uni- 
versity on 50 occasions in his 
three years there. *T was pret- 
ty disappointed to miss out in 
the first two years," he admit- 


ted, “but when you look at the 
players who got in it's perfect- 
ly undereiandable; the first year 
it was Sieve Sum'dge. the .All 
Black No S. and last year it was 
Russell Eamshaw. But I've fi- 
nally got in the side." Dilettante 
Cocks does not confine his in- 
terests solely to sport. Before he 
left Australia to come up to 
Cambridge where he is reading 
management studies, he had 
been a professional actor. 

Interestingly, his selection 
brings him up against a former 
adversary from the boxing ring, 
the Oxford blindside flanker 
Myles Orsler. The pair met in 
a heavyweight bout when earn- 
ing their respective Boxing 
Blues - Orsler won on points af- 
ter the three two-minute rounds 
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England pair finish third 
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EjOgiand’s.'Vlhlker Cup ama- . .... Ireland’s Jody Fanagan and . 
tear golf pairing of Justin Ken Kearney came fourth, ; 
RoseanUG^y Wolstenholme but Scotland's Sam Cairns : 
' fished thiriiin the Simon Bo- and Hugh Macdonald finished 


livai- Cup'iatemational team 
touritainent at Caracas in 
Venezuela.over the weekend. 
j.~ . . Rose (278) and Wolsten- 

- t iiv 1: ' (285) combined for a 

^ ■ fo hr’TOund^ggregateof563- 

^ five strokes behind Japan’s 
Kentaro Yonetura and Mit- 
suiwri Kaneko, whose lS-un- 
der-par total ■-T' - was ' a 
tournament recor^Urad four 
aitlriftof Venezuelal- - i' ' 


in 16th position - one place j 
ahead of the Welsh pair of ! 
Jamie Donaldson and Rbodri ; 
Price. 

Rose’s 10-under-par total ; 
of 278 gave him a share of sec- j 
ond place with Wilfredo . 
Morales, of Puerto Rico, and ; 
Canada’s John Drewery in ; 
the individual event, which j 
was won by Yonekura with a : 
13-under tally of 275. 


American football 

NFL: Buffalo 20 NY Jels TO; Now Orleans 
■B Carolra 13: JadiscnvAe 29 Baltimore 27: 

Kansas City 44 San Francisco B: New Eng- 
land 20 hcSanapoSs 17: PtaaOefana 44 
Cncfanati 42; St Louts 23 Washr^ror. 20 
Ptodburti 26 Anzcna 20 (oO : ■fampa Bay 20 
NY Gents S; Miami 34 Oakland *6, Miama 
34 Seattfa 17; Denver 38 San Diego 2S 

Basketball 

NBA: hdW« «i PMade^rfB ». AUama 108 
San Antonio 96: Vancouver 97 Detmt 95: 
Seattle B3 Orlando 81 : New Jersey 87 Sacra- 
mento 73: LA Lakers 105 Toronto 93 

Boxing 

Hertxs Ebde wiJ make the first defence 
Of Ks WxlD Bcoang Organisation heavy- 
weight title at the Non'«* Sports vii- 
isge on 17 January, ttde reclamed the 
title he tost to Riddick Bowe by defeating 
American Tcny^ Tucker a the same venue 
last July. An opponent has to be 
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qualifying race over eight : 
months rather than 12 would re- • 
duce the chances of an out-of- 
form player making the side. 
Ballesteros had only wo : 
^ants to at- Brookline in . wild cards this year. He warn- ; 

ed four, but his request was re- 


Lk ‘‘ " . h.; W- 



: ’rcvkmsSeptember, andth&tpp 
-v«r 27 U 5 in any toumament should be 


Nick Faldo, Jose Maria Olaza- ; 
bal or Jesper Parnevik- 
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The players sent off as In- 
temactonal defeated San- 
tos 4-1 in the Brazffian 
football championship at 
the weekend to avenge a 
4-0 defeat they suffered 
against the same team a 
week aga Two players 
were sent off in the first two 
minutes and there were 16 
bookings. 


- and the two of them have kept 
in touch ever since. 

Bui their rematch, for the 
Bowring Bowl, looks like going 
Cambridge's way. Orsler will be 
winning his third Blue but the 
signs are that Oxford will again 
be on the wrong end of the af- 
fair. The Dark Blues captain 
Richie Maher said yesterday: “I 
don't mind the tag of underdogs 
but I think we are too evenly 
matched sides and I think it will 
be a close game." 

Tom Murphy, like Maher an 
Australian, said: “Their pack is 
stronger than in previous years 
but we have also improved and 
our backs are fantastic. They will 
have to play very well indeed to 
beat us." 

CAMBRIDGE: P A Surridge [Si Kemigem 
Cofl&ge. Auckland and Hughes Hal) N J 


confirmed. Jonarfian Tnaxion <N<4 
wichi is also on the bill after success- 
fiiv detaxing fas WBO and international 
Being Federation fa tercoru menial light- 
welter -wight title with a points verdict 
over Latvia's Rimvidas Bilms on Satur- 
day. He w«l face Londoner Jason Row- 
lands. White The other championshp t>at 
being contested is the WBO intercon- 
tinental super-featherweight nde be- 
tween foWer Dean Pi due and cTrafemger 
Paul Gnffm. 

Cricket 

SUPERSPORT SERIES (Final day Of four): 
Durban: tiilem Provnce -38 h» 6 asc if 
Wassaa s, J Si not nbj«i 33 tor 2 Match 

drawn. Johannesburg; Gauiwg ana *3 
Free Siaw2i» and 70 lor 3 Free State won 
by 8 wickets 

TOUR MATCH (Cape Town): Wwi tortesA 
290 and IB Western ftOTince ana 73L' 
lH D Hcverman 72. H Pangarter U 0 Git- 
son 5-6SJ West Indies won by 23 runs 
ENGLAND SQUAD FOR TOUR OF PAKIS- 
TAN AND SHARJAH: A J HofbOSke iSwiP/ 
captl. A 0 Brown (Surrey I N V Knight Wfrr- 
wckrfxre): A J Slews rt (Surey w<*ef*^ep- 
er) G A Hick (WorcBSi«3lwei G P Thorpe 
(Surev) B C Hotfroake (Suwyi M A EaJHam 
iXent).' M V Fleming thanii. 0 R Brown iVfai 
y«*arwe)HDBCran (GSvrcrgani A f Giles 
(Vfarwictahrai. 0 W Heatfley (rant) P J Mai^ 
tin (Lar*arfwBl Tour manager D A Osveney 
Coach: DLtoyd Ptiyew W P Merton Press 
officer 6 H flAirgacovd Itinerary: 2 De- 
cember Arrive m Lahore. 4 Dec: PracUce 
math involving anive- squaa ptos rviled lo- 
cal players: S Dec: v Pahcran A (Lahore). 7 
Dec: v Pakistan A [Lahorel. B Dec: Travrd to 
Sharjah. 11 Dae v Indfa: 13 Dec: t West ki 
13 Dec v Rafasan 19 Dec: ftnai of 
Champions Trophy l ri onWrifl 20 Dae. Pe- 
tum to London 

Cycling 

Britain^ liaian-bom cydst Max Saarr- 
efri finished a weatend iranng session 
in hospital with multiple injuies after 
coBcfing with an oncoming car. Sciarv- 
(MX) s with the Francaise des Jeux 
team, was tracing with two other rid- 
ers at Montecatini Terme yesterday 
when he swerved 10 avoid people wtxi 
had wandered Into tires pah and end- 
ed Lpaqamst the windscreen of a car 
He suffered a head iniury, cuts to the 
bee and a broken tooth He was tak- 
en to hospital in Pistola and is nol ex- 
pected id train lor three weeks 


Mfaine (Caertecn Comp and SI CathemeSJ. 
M P Robinson [Qpuiak* NZ and Hugh- 
es Halil MCA Denney (Bedford Modem 
and St Edmunds), NJHB (Si kjnafrous Cot 
Sydney and Si Edmund's): R"W Ashforth 
l Brad lord GS and Pwerhouse). R J El lion 
(TXxham and Si EdrmndS): G M Reynolds 
(Cheshunt and Hughes Halt T D Murphy 
iSl Josephs Cct aetoane and St BfrnundlA 
capft M T FoukJa (Chrta Cot Canterbury 
and Sciapy Sues^V R A Bramley (Queen 
Elzabeth GS. WaLenekf and St Edmunds) 
A M Craig fTauranga. NZ and Hughes Hal). 
M J Hyde (St ignanous Cot Sydney and 
St Edmund'S). HMD Whltford (The Leys 
and Homertanl J F T Cocks (Newington 
Col Syctoey and SI Edmunds) 

OXFORD: RAO Maher (Si hji3&xis Col 
Sydney and Urwersny. cape: N J Booth 
iLytnam Si Arnes H'5 and Worcesier). N A 
Larsen iHBon Cd Durban and Lncofa) B 
Budge (St Edwards Lrrerpoof and Ket-te) 
R J Pollock (D>:cesan Col Cape Town and 
kebto); T P P Jensen iSr Edmurds CcL 
Canoe rra and Si AkmIu N A Hogan 
fTerwxxe Col Ojpin and Merloni. R P 
Lehner iJesurt HS Sacramema Calrl end 
Si AnrtrSL M J Co Hard (Kings Ecbod Par- 
ramana and Si Annesi A Reuben (Scihull 
and UnversilyL T S Elsenhaucr iSt Igna- 
nous Col Sydney ana Si Annas) A J 
Roberts (Ampteiwrh and rrewL M G P S 
Orsler iKmgs C-amerUj'v end Cnrtsi 
Cfxxth) DJKelaheriSt JcisephsC-olSyd 
nev end St Crcos) KMJ Spicer (Clcrv 
giDwes Wood Cof Dubkn and Si Arme'si 


Football 

FA UMBRO TROPHY Rr« round proper draw: 

Barrow , KMliUp Mam; or Cnrtrunarn v Srad- 
ton) Fan A.«mji- .t Le>gn FWi HaiU> toar'v 
Elyrn Sp-vrans Larnaitor -. Norirmorti Vr.K» 
r u . nrwslord auja i^r-'rouixi Tr ni » Bur ion 
AIOctt . i>^i HwtrcoJ ■-« 4X»-.-. 'Vi-a- 

V-, •. Teiic* 3 * SoUrJ Bo<-s,T’ <* 

Errtov Hyde- « BaoKr. i.toWHJ Arontta-rr . 1 *ji 
nw Sadytwid* rfln: , UVernra-J 

A*-kUird k- C-c It. ,-r. Bay Soumpcc • Met* " 1 
rt ivinskrt ■:*«». » '--W+ f :-ra-te' i.nd 

, error toy ^[urnn * Ween .- 

Stougri. usaertiani’ i 

Bastxey * Wfeoen* or Rdxm Haw® Merli'n 
1 ,-dli c* Oixnprtfy- L*:> eodenmv-x Knn- 
rr. * Ev»* nanrstod Barn ■: a> -. i-kiaois are>*- 
nage &xc«tjn - . '.'«*»> ^ i i^xbv or 

Marrjsiii FtfitKyn f, i«awx , Funborou^i. 

Cnriekl V i>»Hlei*Tj". Hi-reK*- v l«#WKJi 

Harder Borenam .vroo . '-namctj'C. p e**'i 
yiftoer tt(i«4 .- VtK*1iriC il ATwii '.4, > S4 
Tingbcww- 01 Atnndj' ’ MWSWt * 

■3Mce**« i ff: .u -e 

SUNDAY'S LATE RESULTS French League 

Bordet'' z rLatWr/A-i -IS f-?i Mel: - |H« 
S Hsrime-iiMi Pans ir-Cwrii-w. 1 iDaryxuXl 
•jfn AurF-uc- 0 German League oa>m Le 
geriiKer'J iHe.ru.>- -li imi vi-ri o j 89 91l Bn» 

i-rn Murw.ri T >Ekin r. U.M ►.'*'=-• L-tri Spanish 
League: < Xtre-." n - iLarcki ft Fms 

i-arefli BPt Aitoim Uamd J 'faada« JV Naybei 
6*0. fcr#t+.- 0 EsxWiW i* rtallan League: JA- 
lan 1 'Ferraro '"1 .fc.i-.-r-lui * itora^n 3*1 

Golf 

Ctexe Dowlnq 'cur times a Curtis Cif) 
player. Tias been named captar of the 
Great Eniain and Ireland team for the 
Espirno Trophy lhe V/omen's World 
Amaiet* Team Championship in San- 
tiago from 12-15 November neti year. 
Tom Lehman fired a seven-uniJer par 
29 over Sundays rune holes to wn 
SI 70000 (tIOTOOOj and the SMns 
Game trite over fellow Americans 
Mari- OMean David Duval and Tiger 
Woods 3J La Ounia. California. 
LEADING MEN'S WORLD RANKINGS (US un- 
less slated r 1 G r*j "kin rAti-i HIT- p::- ,we 
2 T uSH £15. »SAi 9iS 4 N ftte 

iCmi <tu' 5 D Lute IH 8 95 6 C l- 1 ^ ’lte.*"cto 
F.-rr. 7 p r*>efccn “ Ji- 8 M life 
9 M i . v**j i Japxrn un* id T Lenmari 1 1 
j Lc-nara t- (fe 12 S nc<ri 653 I3b0u-.'dl 
ftTF 14 9 fi«m rirfe IS V Srro. . r 'p. 

16 N fen*.' te»Ri (LSI 1 7 S EIFf : r Au>> MC 
IB F '.'XOns 19 J F-arr^-t* i^ir^i 670 
20 l Waiiijn 647 

PING LEADEHHOARD- 1 ASV4R.Nar -"wei 
17654.* 2» (Air , 3LbsA-%''j0i 
4 ► iJ0f4 51 rJ-Ttetorirr 

rSw'.- .'W'H 6 i*. Jonrc-on -USAi ':.61 7 M 
Mo3arniUSi 5774$ Si iCii TbVlti 

fUSi Bb03 10 "JV- T’-'v 


Repeat task for 
Allen and Regan 

Northampton centre Malt Allen 
and Bath booker Mark Regan 
have been handed the task of fac- 
ing New Zealand for a third con- 
secutive Tuesday after being 
named in the England A team 
to play at Leicester tonight. 

The pair were part of the Eng- 
land Emerging Players team 
that conceded 59 points to the 
midweek All Blacks a fortnight 
ago and also played in a much im- 
proved display as the England 
Rugby Partnership side lost 18- 
1 1 lust week. 

Nine of the ERP team are re- 
tained. Changes arc kept to a 
minimum. John Bentley and 
Nick Grccnslock haring been 
promoted to the Test team last 
weekend, while the selectors 
take the chance to scrutinise the 
form i »f Adedayi • Adehayo on the 
wing and Ni > 8 Ben Clarke. 


Ice hockey 

NHL' NY Rangeis l Fknda 1 |Orr Ecfrncnlcn 
t- San Jose 1 

EXPRESS CUP: Matatastor Siam 5 Nol 
injwn Parma'S 6 raft' Basaigsmlf Bcorrs 3 
V Sottish Eas^es & 

SUPERLEAGUE: Catftl Devfc 3 &ar*nef attos 
1 . Statlteto Stcttor^a Newcasue Cctoras 2 i<7ft 
PW LD F APIS 


Scotland must wait for Weir 


Noam Panthers 
Manchester Storm 
Sheffield Sieelers 
Ayr Scottish Eagles 
Cardin Devils 
Brocknefl Bees 
Basingstoke Bison 
Newcasde Cobras 


8 3 


13 
» 7 
0 7 5 
H 6 5 
Ifl 5 3 
0 5 7 
. C 4 6 
O 2 n 


2 49 3718 
2 60 4117 
1 54J9T6 

0 41 3514 

J333312 

1 40 5412 

2 39 4511 
0 28 60 5 


Rugby Union 

ENGLAND A (v New Zealand. Leicester today): 
T Sampson (Newu&sitoi S Brown (Rchmondl 
S Poller Allen (No. Bnmplcnl A 

Adebsyc i&ahj. R Button d (Bairn S Benton 
(Gexctswa G Rowmree [Umsisil M Regan 
iBah) P Vickery, D Sms. R Fidler (ai Gkwces- 
w) R Jenkm (Ftortecyaisi, B Clarke (Rrtmcnd) 
P ’iondw-wi (Saie.i Reelaeemenis: M 
Mapletofl (ijfcucesiert. V Uboou iBatfi) N Mc- 
Carthy ffijotL S Shew iWtopsiR Wlntere tBeO- 
Fal) N We I she iHeitotyws) 

ENGLAND UNDER-2T TEAM (v New Zeeland 
Under-Sis, Newbury, Friday 5 Dec): M Norsk 
(Lttcesterj: D Thompson iSaracensi 5 Woof 
lwa««joi J P ni chard (Bahi L Lloyd iLeces 
Een. J WMtotson ilSfenicaaei M Wood (Whspsi 
M Wots toy (BhstoiL A Long iBami V Horfland 
rSouih Wbst Crwuani J Bcardslew (Wasps and 
LouGhbaough Unvefsiyi J Brown rigg (Bib 
idi J Cockle iVfcsetovi l Moody (Lacasort 
J Worsley Otospsl Ftcptacemento. S Dixon 
(Hano^el J Lewssy (BnskJl P Rrchflfds (ton- 
■3W kohL A Kershaw (IWdon lr.Wj, D Alcx- 
opotous ivwspsi E Webb <Le*4sei .irw 
Lor^torouW UtatMfi P Sanderson (Safa) 

Snooker 

UVERPOOLVJCTORIA UK CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Preston Final- (1 (Eng) W ft 

Kivkv (foil Ki * :FrariH secees - Oftufeen 

fr-. 1 i 39 H1T37 7ft7B-t3 H£rt'44« fe^667- 
3b,ri Tf. n 72-0 794 82-0 * 

»:> rr. ;? 


Tennis 

BfH 3 in£ top iwn tennis players Grw 
RuseOSki and Tim Henman will take 
par i fa iTih Qatar Open to be hekJ Horn 
5-TT January 1998 Henman ranked 17 

n the v»«kl was The amner-up in DtSia 
,n 1937 while Rusedski, the worlds No 
& wiH be mat- rig his firsi appearance. 
BANCO REAL MASTERS TOURNAMENT 
(Sao Panto. Br} Final, n hiJk>+ Neitiartorxts 
y i- listen 'fti » 7-0 


Doddie Weir has lost his race to 
be fit for Scotland's match 
against South Africa at Murray- 
field on Saturday. Hie Newcas- 
tle second- row was hoping (hat 
a troublesome back problem 
would dear up in time to face the 
Springboks, but the Scotland 
coach. Ritchie Dixon, yesterday 
revealed that Weir will need up 
to another two weeks before he 
can contemplate a playing return. 

His absence from a 26-man 
squad named yesterday was the 
main blow in the Scots as they 
seek to erase the memory of a 
drubbing at the hands of Aus- 
tralia nine days ago. 

The former captain. Rob 
Wdtnwrighl, looks set to replace 
the unfortunate Adam Rox- 
burgh - concussed against the 
Wallabies - after playing his first 
game in a month for his club. 
Dundee HSFP. at Glasgow 
Hawks on Saturday. 


But doubts remain over two 
more Lions. Alan Tail and Gre- 
gor Townsend, with the New- 
castle centre Tail given only a 
50-50 chance of recovering 
from a hamstring pull sustained 
during training Iosl week. 

Townsend was reported as 
being “very positive” about 
overcoming a knee injury in- 
curred during the same inten- 
sive session aL Murrayfield. 

SCOTLAND SQUAD tv South Africa. Mui- 
rayfield. Saturday)- Backs; G Armstrong 
(Newcastle Falcons). C Chakners (Mekose 
and Sccrtch Borders). J Crag (Vtest d Scot- 
land and Glasgow), D Hodge (Watewuans 
and Ecfrnbugh). C Joiner (Leicester). K Lo- 
gan (Wasps) A Med (Bath) R Shepherd 
{Melrose and Caledonia). A Si anger (Haw- 
ick and Scottish Borders) □ Stark (Glasgow 
Hawks and Gto9gow) A Teit iNewcastfeFal- 
«ns) G Townsend (Northampton) For- 
wards: G Bullock (West of Scniand and 
Glasgow) S CampbaJ (Diaidee HSFP and 
Catodontai G Graham (Newcastle Falccns) 
S Gnmes (Wateoraane and Caledonia) D 
hflton iBarti) S Murray (Bedford) G McK- 
elvey iWatsorxans) E Per era (Bath) S Reid 
(Borcufanx* and Gfrntxigh) I Smart (Mose- 
ley) B Stewart (Etfrburgfa AcademcaJs and 
Ednbur^Di M Slewart (Northampton) R 
Wanwngfil (Dundee HSFP and Caiedono). 
P Vlfaiton l Newcastle Falcons) 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

7.30 unlees stand 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Ipswich v Middlesbrough (7.45) ...... 

jhetftetd Utd v Stoke (7.45)- 


WBA v Manchester City (7.45) 

SECOND DIVISION 

Blackpool v Plymouth 

Bournemouth v Ybrfc (7.45) 


Bristol City v Burnley (7.45) 

Fulham v Brentford (7.45) 


Grimsby v Wycombe (7.45) 

Luton v Gillingham (745) 

Northampton v Chesterfield (7.4b) „ 

Old ham v Carlisle (7.45) 

Southend v Preston (7 A3). 


Wigan v Bristol Rows (7 AS) 
Wrexham v Watford 

THIRD DIVISION 
Colchester v Cardiff (745).. 


Darlington v Shrewsbury 

Doncaster v Chaster 

Exeter v Lincoln City (7.45) 

Hartlepool w Hull —mm. 

Leyton Orient v Barnet (7 AS) 

Macclesfield v Scunthorpe (7-45) 
Peterborough v Cambridge (7.45) .„. 

Swansea v Rotherham 

Torquay v Mansfield (7.45) 



i SHmgboume | 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier Dhrt- 
srort: Gfoticasier Oty v Satsbsy. South- 
ern Division: Fleet Town v Bashfey 
(745) League cup second round: Bed- 
worth Utd v Wbreeslet City: Ctevedon 
Town v Forest Green Rovers; Crawley 
Town v Si Leonards Stamcrott (745). 
UNIBOND LEAGUE CHALLENGE CUP 
Third round: Alfrlicham v Coiwyn Bay: 
Biyrti Soarlans v Fnckley Athlete; Spen- 
rrymoor Uid v Boston Utd 
RYMAN LEAGUE Second Dhitstac Eg- 
ham Town uMartow: MrtropoMan Pace 
v Brad-tail Town (745): Wnd&or S Eton 
v Hunqerford Town (745) Third Division: 
Hertford Town v ftarkweA Heath (745). 
KrigsbuY ' R >* n v Epsom & Ewe* (745) 
Guardian Insurance Cup second- 
round replay: Waakbtota v Hitctai 
Town Full Members Cup second 
round: Earer Rovers v Harrow Borough; 
Carahafton Atntete v Altfarahoi Town, Gre- 
sham Utd v Gravesend & Nonnflerc 
Harno* 5 n v Marttnheaa Utd: Leadierhead 
v Ctartsey Town; iranes v Sutton Utd: 
Uvbr-Oqe v HeyDrrtga Swifts, Yeedng v 
M/emotey Associate Members Trophy 


second round: Lewes v Horsnam, Toot- 
ing & Mitcham i/ Com than- Casuals 
INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND AL- 
LIANCE: Parsh ore Town v Kngs Norton 
Town. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
First Division: Langney Spcris v Has- 
socks. Litttehampton Town v PortflWd: 
Pagham v Mle Oak: Peace haven & 
Tetsoombe v HaJsham Town; Reigmerv 
Saitdean Utd; Seteey v Wick. 
WINSTON LEAD KENT LEAGUE First 
Division: Heme Bav v FtoAesiane Invic- 
ta (745); Ramsgate v LorOswood (745): 
Tunfrnoge Weis v Chatham Town. 
JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premier 
Division (7<J5): Oacior \xm V Sucfcury 
Town watton Uid V Stowmartet Town 
Wrroharr V Newmarket Town. League 
Cup second round (745)- Great 
Yarmouth Town w War boys Town; 
Hadteadi Uid v Gortescn; Lowestoft Town 
v Heton: Sudbuy Town Res v Norwich 
United: Tiptree Utd v Vltoodbr idga Town 
SCREWFK DIRECT LEAGUE Premier 
Division: Bridgwater Town u Elmore 
(745); Paiton Rovers v Chard Town. 
UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE Premier Division: EynesDury 
v SlortOU, St NeoiSi V Kfimpston 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE First Division: Mcrpeth v Eas- 
mgton; South S melds v Stockton; Tow 
Law v BJfcignam Synthorva 
GILBERT LEAGUE OF WALES CUP 
Second round second leg: Bangor City 
S) v Porthmadog (0): Cafirswsjl) v Inter 
Cabfe-Tei Caidff(1); Corrtahs Quay No- 
mads (i) v Caernarfon (2); TNS Uansamt- 
fracJ (0) v Cemaeg Ynys Mon (i) 
NATIONWIDE GOLD IRISH CUP Final: 
Gtenavon v Coter^ne (730) (at Windsor 
Park. Bettest). 

PONTINS LEAGUE Premier Division: 
Tranmere Rovera v Manchester Uid (70) 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
First Division: Arsenal v Norwich City 

(2m 

THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP Second 
round: Blackburn Rovers v Manchester 
Utd; Portsmouth v Ertth & Belvedere: 
Bury vPetBrtwreu^i Utd: HJ Oty v Bum 

feyta* 

Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCHES: England A v New 
Zeeland (745) (ariefaesiwi. South west 
Under-?* v New Zealand Under- ^ (730) 
far Gloucester): Gated one v Auslraian 
Capital Territory (70) tm Sahngl 
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England expect to feel squeeze in 


World Cup seedings 


The World Cup draw is 
not until Thursday but 
the lobbying for position 
has been going on for 
weeks. This morning the 
seeds are revealed and 
England are not 
optimistic. Glenn Moons, in 
Marseilles, examines their 
prospects of a seeding. 


It was not just the movers and 
shakers of world football that 
blew into Marseilles yesterday; 
the Mistral was also whistling 
into town, which could make the 


World Cup draw, which is to be 
held in the open air. more live- 
ly than the exhibition match 
which is to precede it. 

The actual process of the 
draw is yet to be released but, 
for England, it may be no bad 
thing if the carefully arranged 
balls, bats, or pieces of paper are 
blown afl over the Stade Velo- 
drome. They will bear official- 
ly today, but the whispeis on the 
wind suggest that England will 
not, after all, be seeded. 

The FA were still lobbying 
hard behind the scenes last night 
but, in public, they were facing 
up to the prospect of not being 
seeded. “It will be a disappoint- 


merit if we arc not seeded." 
Glenn Hnddle, the England 

co3dt, said, “but whatever will be, 
will be. Being seeded is not the 
advantage it used to be when you 
played three games in one venue. 

“There are six or seven teams 
that can win the World Cup and 
we are one of them. Eventually 
we would have to beat the best 
so. wbenever we get them, and 
wherever we get them, we will 
be ready for the job." 

If the Fifa rankings are in- 
corporated into the seeding, 
which is usually decided on the 
basis of previous World Cup 
performance, England may well 
squeeze into the seeds. “We be- 


lieve the rankings jin which 
England arc sixth j reflect the 
real progress made in recent 
years by the England team," 
Hoddle added. “We have a 
new respect in the world. 
Whether we arc seeded or not 
others will want to avoid us as 
long as possible.” 

If England are not seeded 
there is a school of thought 
which suggests they would wel- 
come Brazil on the basis that, 
assuming England and Brazil 
qualified as the top two in the 
group, they would not meet 
them again until the final. 

This, of course, was the sce- 
nario in 1970 when England lost 


t« i Brazil in the gn <up stages hut 
still went through to the quar- 
ter-finals. Unfortunately West 
Germany then intervened to 
cancel the re match in the final. 

This, though, is unlikely. 
Brazil will he kicking off the 
tournament in Paris and it is 
doubtful that Pifa. or France, 
would welo 'me the prospect of 
England's fans being part of the 
opening extravaganza. 

Wherever England start they 
may he without Sol Campbell. 
Tile defender collected his sec- 
ond yellow card of the qualilv- 
ing tournament in Rome and N 
thus under threat • «fsuspensii -n. 
Enel a ml. and other allcctcd 


countries, are seeking an 
amncsiv partly on the grounds 
that Brazil and France had an ad- 

vantuuc in avoiding suspensions 

as they did not have to quality’. 

■■ Ev ervts xiy shou Id start from 
the same p xsition when we get to 
France. We want Sol available" 
Hoddle added. To grant an 
am not v would go against the 
principle established in Euro 96 
when Jurgen Klinsmann and 
Nadal were among those sus- 
pended while England, who did 
not have to qualify, were un- 
troubled. A compromise is being 
mi h ued in which only those who 
received red cards in the last qual- 
iivine game w mid be suspended. 


Brittin expects 


every woman 


to do her 

. ‘ • 

duty as 

England fly 


out to take 


on the world 

. - ;■ V •_ . •. 

England women's 
cricket team set out to 


India today to defend 
tiie Worid Cup. Mike 

* « # 

Rowbottom witnessed 

v ^ - 

their final training 

• • -. •• 

session at Surrey's 


indoor centre. 


Cricket tours to India have 

. x&'.: 

been known to throw up the 

1- - 5-: V 

odd problem - as it were - and 

; , • .-v’.- 

the one on which the England 


women's team embark today 


has run true to form - as it 

' 

were. 


“We are flying to Delhi,” 

•'vi'VSv 

England's record scorer, Jan 


Brittin. said. “But we have 
heard that the opening cere- 

ggpi 

many is in Calcutta." 










As they prepare to retain 
the World Orp they won with- 
in these shores four years ago, 
England are aware that the 
next four weeks are going to 
involve a lot of travelling. 

Hyderabad, Pune and Nag- 
pur are already scheduled for 
group matches. Then they 
hope to be venturing further 
afield lor the knock-out stages. 

The holders, who have re- 
ceived coaching advice from 
Mike Gutting, Dermot Reeve 
and Geoff Arnold in the past 
year, have been named joint 
favourites along with New 
Zealand, who they beat in the 
last World Cup final, at Lord's. 

The Kiwis are in the other 
group, along with the hosts. 
England's main immediate 
opposition will come from 
South Africa and Australia. 

Ail the usual precautions 
are being taken to avoid the 
fate which befalls so many 
sporting tourists in India. 
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Clare Connor gets in some last minute batting practice yesterday before the squad fly out for the World Cup in India 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


When England last played there 
18 months ago, Gare Connor, 
who is among those flying out. 
spent three days in hospital with 
a severe stomach upset. So. bot- 
tled water and no salads. 

The England party which 
leaves Heathrow tonight is a dif- 
ferent proposition to the one 
which toured India in 19%. Pre- 
viously undreamt of funding 
has offered the players a level of 
support that Rachael Heyhoe- 
Flint would have JdlJed for. 


This year there was a Na- 
tional Lottery award of £76,000 
to the Women's Cricket Asso- 
ciation, plus inclusion in the four- 
year, £14m sponsorship deal 
which Vodaphone have signed 
with both the national teams. 

Not the least advance is re- 
moving the obligation on play- 
ers to pay their own way, or at 
least to contribute hugely to- 
wards it. Even three years ago, 
players were contributing £2,000 
each to lour Australia. 


“1 dread to think how much 
I have paid over the years.” said 
Brittin, who has played in- 
ternationally for more than 20 
years, “although I wouldn't have 
not gone." 

When she goes this time, she 
and her 13 colleagues will be ac- 
companied by a manager, two 
coaches, a physiotherapist and 
two sports scientists skilled in 
sports psychology. And as well 
as feeling different to the way 
they did in previous years. Eng- 


land will also I' * 'k different - this 
year their traditional culottes 
have been replaced by trousers. 

The trousers era looks like 
being the beginning of the Char- 
lotte Edwards era for the World 
Cup holders. This 17-year-old 
from Pulley near Huntingdon 
has already made her mark 
opening the hatting with Brit tin 
since becoming the youngest 
England player when she was 
capped at the age of 16. 

Edwards has already shown 


she is made • »f stern stuff - she 
learned her cricket playing for 
hoys teams, and turns out regu- 
larly alongside her father and 
brother for Ramsey in the Cam- 
bridgeshire Premier League. 
She doesn't sound like the type 
to be put off bv a few |><uncers 
and a spot of sledging... 


1997 HERO HONDA WORLD CUP flnd(a,9- 
79 Dec): England group matches: 10 Doc v 
South Africa iHyderatMdi. 12 Doc v Pakistan 
IVwvawwJal: 14 Dee v Denman (Hyderabad], 
16 Dec v tfr&and iPurai. 18 Dec v Austrata 
iTtegpmi 20 Dec: Mh-iah place ptay-otts 20- 
23 Dec Quaifrw-Noifc, 24 and 2C Dec: Senv- 
firsts. 29 Dec: Rral (Calcutta). 
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ACROSS 

Almost crazy bov in Scot- 
land (4) 

Dissolute caliph has to 
call in help of regular 
characters (10) 

Notice non-conservative 


24 


11 


speech is an extra (8) 


25 


12 


roup of at least three 
coppers arresting one'.’ 
(61 


26 


About to play rondo, en- 
t barric 


drink (6) 

Learner in a game is a 
strikingly handsome 
youth (6) 

"Wrong to hold time as 
lastint* forever (8) 
Brawling spreads round 
Irish street with new play 
starting then {52*) 

It's not odd that time 
should be lost in race (4) 


14 


Club ripe for takeover in 
country? (.8) 

Use deceit to get univer- 
sity place (4) 

Woman on distant object 
which appears to be an 
old bike (5-8) 


Craftsman apparently do- 
siblv well in 1 


ine impossibly 
Trvi 


i the 


16 


13 


15 


IS 


20 


counter a barrier (6) 

They produce winter 
warmth for the old calcu- 
lating at Xmas? (4.4) 

Be short of a place to 
speak? i state it's showing 
indifference (13) 

Stretch ofland holds an- 
swer to deal (S) 

One male with little pro- 
tection against European 


DOWN 

Laugh loudly about funny 
English construction ve- 
hicle (4,6) 

Not asked to keep a num- 
ber free (6) 

A hand working round 
French company's ranch 
( 8 ) 

Friend secures right to 
church package (6) 


17 


19 


21 


23 


Olympics? (4^6) 

Tin with drink is found in 
channel (S) 

Has time to change and 
limit power of feUow 
sailor ($) 

One certain to be plenti- 
ful (6) 

1b polish up study is an 
onerous task (6) 

In the vessel one is an ir- 
ritating person (4) 


Hollioake given backing as one-day captain 


David Graveney, the England 
manager, yesterday denied that 
appointing Adam Hollioake 
captain against potentially 
volatile opponents such as Pak- 
istan, West Indies and India is 
a gamble. 

Surrey have developed a 
reputation for being a noisy, 
awkward side on the field under 
26-year-old Hollioake. but that 
did not stop him leading Eng- 
land's new one-day squad in the 
Champions' Trophy in Sbaijah. 

As England prepared to 
leave for Lahore where they will 
warm-up for the four-nation 


tournament in the United Arab 
Emirites, Graveney said; “Mike 
Gutting and I had a first-hand 
view of Adams captaincy on the 
A tour of Australia last winter 
and his qualities were obvious, 
so we don't see it as a gamble. 

"Nor is this a head-to-head 
shoot-out between Adam and 
Michael Atherton to see who is 
to captain England in the future. 

”U is an exciting challenge 
for Adam both in terms «>f the 
captaincy and also to cement his 
place in the Test side." 

The 14-mun England squad, 
packed with one-day specialists. 


arrive in Lahore today and will 
play three warm-up games. 

The Sharjah tournament be- 
gins on Thursday week against 
India, with matches following 
against West Indies on 13 De- 
cember and Pakistan two days 
later. 

# Worcestershire are favourites 
to sign Derbyshire's England in- 
ternational Devon Malcolm from 
under the noses of Northamp- 
tonshire. Duncan Feamley, the 
chairman, confirmed Worces- 
tershire's interest. 

England squad and 
itinerary. Digest, page 31 


Hamed top of Brrtish earners 


Prince Naseem Hamed's earn- 
ings are only just the start of the 
biggest financial success story in 
British sport. Hamed's manag- 
er Brendan Ingle reckons the 
boxer will reach the nine-figure 
mark before he is finished 
punching for huge pay days. 

The World Boxing Organi- 
sation featherweight champion s 
income from in and out of the 
ring in 1997-$i2m(£7-5nJ)has 
surpassed that of Lennox Lewis. 
$9.7m (£6.Im). according to 
the American magazine Forbes. 

“I said three or four years ago 
that Naz will earn £40m and all 
he’s got to do now is keep win- 
ning." Ingle said. “And with the 


pay-per-view market and Frank 
Warren promoting him. there's 
nothing to slop him earning 
£lQ0m. Whrren has done a fan- 
tastic job. The heavyweight 
champion | Lewis) should real- 
ly be ahead, but Naz has passed 
him under Wiirren.” 

A recent poll in a British na- 
tional newspaper pul Lewis as 
No 1 earner with Hamed in sec- 
ond place, but Hamed's com- 
mercial interests are now huge. 

The Forbes list, headed by 
the basketball player Michael 
Iordan with S78.3 |£48.9ni). 
puts Hamed at No 22 and the 
WBC champion Lewis at 35th 
with identical ring fortunes. 
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Mltsi of this polidcking seems 
to be passing the local ciiizemy 
by. There are a number of posters 
advertising the Worid Cup, a boy 
leaping for a ball under the 
leecnd "Bicnvenue au raonde" 
being the most popular, but Mar- 
seilles appears more concerned 
with L 1 Affaire RaitmeOL 

After Olympique Marseille 
dropped from second to fourth 
in the French league, Ravand- 
ii began acting the four-year-old 
again. This tunc he is claiming 
thaL the media have so turned 
referees against him he may be 
hounded out of France. 

The local support, whose fa- 
naticism won this ancient port the 


right to hostThutsday’s-naut;:- 

cum-draw, wQl not be able toE^ 
an early judgement on Rav®^ 
as Italy’s representative in ^ 
gala match is Alessandro 
CosUtcurta. England's 
is there; Scbtland'srepb^ !aKIJt " 
for the injured Gaiy McAHet® 
is undecided. 

Ireland's fans woiube Rfr 
Fair Play Award yesterday Tor j 
their sporting behaviour durf^ ] 
the Republic’s unsuccessful quaL\ 
ifying campaign. RobbieFoMcj^ 
had been a contender after heat- 
tempted to have a penaltytiven 
in his favour in last season's Ar- 
sen a I- Liverpool game revoked, 
Ravanelli’s threat, pa gg jq 



Berg finds United 
strike force in 



awesome 


rsnr 


Henning Berg believes the 
Manchester United juggernaut 
is becoming unstoppable at Old 
Trafford. The Norwegian in- 
ternational defender feels no 
team can cope with their at- 
tacking power at home. 

United arc sweeping all be- 
fore them in the Premiership 
and in Europe and they have 
scored 20 goals in their last four 
home games. Berg feels this is 
testimony to the depth and 
quality of their strike force. 

“We have so much quality in 
the team that it's very hard to 
defend against us." be said. "I 
think any team coming to Old 
Trafford will struggle because of 
the wa> we arc playing offen- 
sively. With our strikers. Teddy 
Shcringhara. Andy Cole and 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, its hard 
for any team to combat them 
because of the form they are in. 

“Then in midfield, we have 
Ryan Giggs, who is in tremen- 
dous form. Bull. Beckham and 
Scholes. With so much quality 
going forward, it’s going to be 
very, very hard for any team to 
defend against that.** 

Blackburn tried to slop 
United by playing Chris Sutton 
as a lone striker and packing the 
midfield. However, that ploy did 
nut work and neither did West 
Ham and Sheffield Wednesdays 
lactic of attacking United ear- 
lier in the season. 

"Teams try different tactics 
against us.” Berg said. “When 
West Ham came here they tried 
to attack, and it was the same 
with Sheffield Wednesday. You 
take a chance if you go out and 
attack us because if you dun'l 
score, then we are always like- 
ly to score. 

"Blackburn, maybe, looked 
at that and thought we can't 


Lgoodatm, 


Fine 


art by 


High flyer; 


form 

Itiho say* 

come here and attack because/ ’ 
that's going to leave spaces fa] 
them to score. But when we i 
three strikers up front, 
with Giggs and Beckham 
midfield. It's still very hard to 
fend against us.’ 

Berg admits United are evetr 
better than be thought they , 
were before he joined them in 
his £5m summer move from 
Blackburn. In particular, he fc 
impressed by their profession- 
al attitude. “I knew they fad 
quality, but I’ve found tfat it’s 
not about individuals; ir's about 
how they gel together and that's 
the main thing." he said. 

“It’s very rare to get that in 
a team and especially so earfy in 
a season. They are sontatore ip 
that when they win a game they 
don't celebrate. When w</ 
played away to FcycROordar 
we won I was looking around the] 
dressing room after the game. 

“I thought it was a tremen- 
dous result because it had virtu- si * 

ally put us through tb the - s iCVw 

quarter-finals, but they were jusl ■ « . 

sitting there as if it were just a pr { p-ife 
nonrtal game. I could not believe ? 
iL but they are used ro success." ? . 

Berg's compatriot, Solsk- : : 
jaer, thinks his best form is jet - : • 
to come after kick-starting his :r: ■ 
season against Blackburn yes- - 
lerday. The 24-year-old Nor- " 
wegian talent has scored five ’ • : 
goals in as many starts and " •::: 
said: “I think I am iraprwing day -- ...... 

by day. I think I have improved 

from last year and I have 
learned more during the time I 
have been out injured. r- ■' 

“It would be bice to gel my . 
first hat-trick but two goals is.., ... 
enough to start with,” Solskjaer. . 
who has scored twice in each of " * 
his last twu Premiership games. -' . • . " 
said. =.. - 
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From E450 - £650 
Prei-inus Mela I /Slain less Steel 
■Sapphire Crystal Glass 
Ion Metres Water R**sisliin«-y 
fV.ru-eak'd Clasp 
Screw- In Crown 
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Tin- Maurice Lsu-n>ix Swiss watch collection can be found 
in selected hrnnehes of the Goldsmilhs Group, the 
largest network uf Autliorised Agents in the country. 
The Goidsniiilis Group is one t if the country’s leading 
rvlailere of fine jewellery and prestigious watches with 
more than 12fi brunclii-s nationwide. 
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W A L K E R £r H A L L 

THE MARK OF A FINE JEWELLER 
For farther inf.jmmli.m and details of your nearest agent 
telephone FREE on 08nu Goldsmilhs t0800 465376).^ j 
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